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‘3-LANGUAGE POLICY IS NOT APPLICABLE TO
CENTRAL GOVT. OFFICES’

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Board of contention:The plaque unveiled by Home Minister Amit Shah in Bhadravati on January
16.special arrangement  

The Union Ministry of Home Affairs has said that the three-language policy is not applicable to
offices of the Union government. The ministry gavethis response to a question filed under the
Right to Information (RTI) Act on the recent CRPF event at Bhadravati in Shivamogga district,
where the plaques unveiled to mark the foundation stone-laying ceremony were only in English
and Hindi.

Goutham Ganesh M.H., a B. Tech student in Bengaluru, had filed an application before the
Union Home Ministry under RTI, asking if the ministry had noticed that the three-language policy
not being followed at the programme. The reply furnished by the ministry on January 29 stated
that “as per the provision of the Official Language Act, 1963, and the Official Language Rules,
1976, the provision of bilingual policy is applicable in the offices of the Central government”.

Home Minister Amit Shah laid the foundation stone for the 97th battalion of the Rapid Action
Force in Bhadravati on January 16. The content of the programme engraved on the plaques
unveiled on the occasion was only in English and Hindi. The banner on the dais was also
inHindi. Kannada activists and leaders from the Opposition parties, including former Chief
Ministers H.D. Kumaraswamy and Siddaramaiah, said that Kannada was ignored at the
programme. Hundreds of people took to social media to criticise the Centre on this issue, while
Karnataka Rakshana Vedike conducted a Twitter campaignon the issue.

‘Need amendments’

Mr. Ganesh told The Hindu that he had observed the developments following the event at
Bhadravati and sent the questions to the Home Ministry on January 24. “As the programme was
held in Karnataka, Kannada should have got prominence. But the Union Home Ministry has
defended its stand citing the rules. I think the only solution could be amendments to the Articles
from 343 to 351 of the Constitution which declare Hindi as the official language,” he said.

He added that the elected representatives of the State should raise the issue and demand
suitable amendments so that all languages are treated equally.
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HOW INDIA CAN FIGHT VACCINE HESITANCY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

WASHINGTON DC : The world focused on developing covid-19 vaccines in 2020. For most of
the year, there were no guarantees that safe and effective vaccines would even be available. At
that time, the efficacy bar was set to at least 50% effective in stopping symptomatic covid-19.
Many vaccines available now exceed this threshold significantly with efficacy in preventing
disease above 90%, but some people are less positive about taking a covid-19 vaccine today
than they were in mid-2020.

The World Health Organization (WHO) defines vaccine hesitancy as “delay in acceptance or
refusal of vaccines despite availability of vaccination services." WHO has named it as a top
priority in global health.

While children are immunized, routine vaccinations of adults are not common in India and in
many parts of Asia. Although the annual flu shot is common and recommended for all each year
in many western countries, very few people get them in India.

The only common vaccinations that my friends or I ever got as adults were to prevent tetanus
after accidental injuries or rabies for those who were bitten by stray dogs. In both cases, the pain
and cost of getting vaccinated is thought to be well worth bearing compared to the risk of this
disease, which is often fatal in both cases.

All safety is relative. The benefit of a vaccine must be compared to the risk of the disease. As a
vaccine expert pointed out the challenge: “We never hear about the aeroplanes that land safely
because that’s not news." It is important to spell out the number of deaths that occur and the
conditions—but humans are not good at balancing risk.

What is lost in many appraisals is that vaccines are the single-greatest contributor to the quality
of modern life. Vaccines are a boon to modern medicine. Smallpox had been causing disease in
humans for over 3,000 years. It resulted in 300 million deaths in just the last century prior to
eradication through vaccination. Thanks to vaccination, polio has also been eliminated from
most parts of the world.

But polio persists stubbornly in three countries—Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Nigeria. In Pakistan,
attacks on healthcare workers have slowed efforts.

Nevertheless, many people I spoke to said they would risk getting sick from covid-19 instead of
getting vaccinated right now. A survey conducted in the US in mid-2020 by the Associated Press
and the University of Chicago found that half of surveyed would not accept a vaccine once one
had become available. Of these people, a third were hesitant about taking a vaccine in the initial
months while 20% rejected a vaccine outright.

In western countries, vaccine hesitancy tends to rise among people of lower socioeconomic
status. This is partly attributable to poor outreach to these communities and memories of
medical experimentation among poor individuals. Exploitative historical practices such as the
Tuskegee syphilis study, in which Black participants were not given treatment for their disease,
has generated mistrust in treatments.

Some people will not accept vaccines for non-scientific reasons. Ironically, it is in western
countries where vaccines have prolonged and improved lives that the “anti-vaxxer" movement
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has the most steam. A highly-quoted paper published in The Lancet that turned parents against
the measles, mumps, and rubella vaccine was retracted 12 years after publication. More recent
conspiracy theories against vaccines suggest implanted microchips will allow those who are
vaccinated to be tracked over time. This has no basis in reality, but this has propelled paranoia.

The India case

India fares better on vaccine uptake than many other countries. In October, Jeffrey Lazarus
published a paper in Nature Medicine in which he found that around three-quarters of Indians
answered that they would take a covid-19 vaccine if a safe and effective one were available.

Attitudes to covid-19 vaccines vary greatly, and they have been changing over time. The daily
number of reported infections and deaths peaked in India in September. Since then, infections
and deaths have consistently declined. Antibody tests in specific parts of the country like Delhi
seem to show that as much as 60% of the population may have antibodies to SARS-CoV-2,
prompting many doctors to speculate that these areas have reached the herd immunity
threshold.

This has led some to indicate that vaccination is unnecessary. But the protective ability of the
antibodies in sero-surveys is not known, since not all antibodies detected by these tests are
effective in preventing reinfections. It may also be possible that some of these antibodies have
been generated from infection with other viruses in the past. A vaccine designed for SARS-CoV-
2 would be more specific in preventing disease.

The idea that covid-19 vaccines were rushed has fed anxiety that the vaccines were not
developed properly. Post emergency-approval surveillance has led to some adverse effects
being detected, but to date no causative relation has been established.

Lacking from communications of covid-19 vaccines is how they compare against vaccines for
other diseases. The RNA vaccines that became available in many countries in late 2020, for
example, are among the best created, and similar in efficacy to the vaccines for measles and
chickenpox. These vaccines are nearly 100% effective in preventing death from covid-19.

A recently-published article in The New York Times suggested that many experts downplayed
the effectiveness of vaccines, so that those who are vaccinated don’t embrace risky behaviour.
However, this rationale was used in downplaying the benefits of masks last year and ended up
causing more confusion on whether they stopped transmission of the virus or not.

India makes over 60% of the world’s vaccines. Serum Institute of India is the world’s largest
vaccine maker. Undoubtedly, Indian manufacturers are going to play a critical role in ending the
pandemic elsewhere in the world. But there appears to be a crisis in confidence among many
people who see only two vaccine options now—Covaxin by Bharat Biotech in collaboration with
the Indian Council of Medical Research and Covishield by Serum Institute of India licensed from
University of Oxford and AstraZeneca.

Tackling many concerns

Vaccines go through three trials in humans. The first two trials test for safety and immune
responses in a small number of people. Often these trials are combined. The third set of trials
enrols a diverse population and examines safety and efficacy.

Some experts have expressed concerns because Covaxin was approved for emergency use
even before data from the phase III trials were released. While there have been errors with
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dosing trials of the Covishield, given a half dose, the efficacy may approach 90%: more data is
necessary to confirm the dosing regimen. Other experts have called for the use of data from
earlier trials as a “surrogate" for efficacy while new data is generated.

What is lost in these discussions is these are not the only two vaccines that India is making. At
least eight other vaccines are in development in India right now. For example, Bharat Biotech
has a one-dose nasal vaccine that will be entering human trials. Serum Institute of India is
working with Novavax to develop another vaccine as well.

A subset of vaccine non-adopters may be confused with the information shared: experts have
been pointing out the need to wear masks after being vaccinated, without spelling out clearly
that this is because the degree of prevention of infection is unknown. What the public has taken
this to wrongly imply is that the vaccine is not effective.

Another misconception that has been going rounds is that immunity after vaccination will last
only six months. SARS and MERS antibodies were detectable from recovered patients 1-2 years
later. There have been multiple studies that have detected antibodies and T-cells six months
after SARS-CoV-2 infection. In addition, there is another study by Shane Crotty and colleagues
that predicts that immunity might last a year based on the persistence of antibodies and T-cells.

Another widely held viewpoint is there is no point in getting a vaccine for a disease in which
99.6% of people recover. Even if the infection fatality rate in India does turn out to be around
0.4% that would still be at least ten times greater than that of the seasonal flu. Here also many
people lack a reference point to other infectious diseases. Over 98% of those who are infected
with polio also have mild or no symptoms. But it is the severity of polio in the others that makes
eradicating the virus from humans a necessary public health goal.

Yet another group of people who may choose to defer vaccination are those who have tested
positive for SARS-CoV-2 infection and have suffered from covid-19. While it is highly likely that
they have some immunity from that infection that might prevent reinfection, the ‘amount’ of
protection and its duration they have still is unknown.

Immunity from vaccination often mirrors that following a natural infection. But super-immunity
from vaccination of an effective vaccine can also result. In Nature Medicine, Dennis Burton and
Eric Topol note that vaccines “against covid-19 with immune responses and protection superior
to that achieved through natural infection is an achievable goal". Immunity after vaccination
might be equal or even greater than the immunity that results from infection.

Some vaccine non-adopters, including those who are pregnant, elderly, or have severe allergic
reactions to other vaccines, have justifiable concerns that need to be addressed prior to getting
a covid-19 vaccine. There are no vaccines approved for small children right now either. Those
concerns will need to be addressed this year.

The way ahead

Vaccine acceptance requires transparency in processes and effective communication. Many
studies have shown that it also matters who is communicating information as much as what is
being said. When trusted scientists make statements, it increases confidence. When politicians
guarantee that a vaccine is safe and effective, in our hyperpolarized world, these comments are
met with scepticism.

A team of healthcare experts can help guide vaccine promotion efforts. While the need to dispel
rumours and misinformation is important, the message cannot be solely negative or instill a fear
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of punitive actions. Representatives from the entire political spectrum would dispel many
concerns. Hearing that our own doctors have been vaccinated encourages us to get vaccinated
as well.

What about paying people? Research has shown that offering compensation for vaccines or
vaccine-related health issues is one of the least effective ways to increase acceptance.
Psychologically, it leads people to suspect something is wrong, and usually backfires.

Getting a vaccine approved is a scientific and medical problem. Getting a vaccine manufactured
at scale is an economic problem. But getting people to agree to get vaccinated involves social
science. The most effective strategies against vaccine hesitancy are to increase vaccine
knowledge and awareness, improve access to vaccines, and to broadcast the stories of those
who have taken the vaccines.

Making covid-19 vaccines easily accessible and free or subsidized reduces the barrier for
vaccination. If vaccines are available at local pharmacies and primary healthcare centres then it
becomes easier to be vaccinated. The availability of vaccines that do not require extensive cold
storage also helps in this respect. India’s plan to deploy the vast infrastructure involved in
elections seems to be a step in the right direction.

It is understandable that after the disruption of 2020, many people are keen to move on with
their lives. Many people are taking a wait-and-see approach right now until other people they
know have been vaccinated, or they have more approved vaccines to choose from. With
vaccines for a new disease like covid-19, it will take people time before they are comfortable.
These people should be encouraged but not threatened or forced via mandates that undermine
confidence.

Ultimately, it is widespread adoption of vaccines that will allow global resumption of pre-
pandemic life.

Anirban Mahapatra, a microbiologist by training, is the author of Covid-19: Separating Fact From
Fiction (Penguin Random House India) out in February 2021. These are his personal views.
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CENTRE AIMS TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE HEALTH,
EDUCATION TO EVERY CHILD BY 2022: HARSH
VARDHAN

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

New Delhi: Union Health and Family Welfare Minister Harsh Vardhan on Saturday asserted that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's motto is to provide adequate health, education, and nutritional
facility to every child and safety to women in the country by the year 2022.

Addressing the media after presiding over the annual conference of the British Association of
Physicians of Indian Origin (Wales), the Minister said that only nationalism and humanism shall
prevail in the new India by the 75th independence year.

"When we enter 75th independence year in 2022, we would have certainly given India, a new
India where we have adequate health, education and nutritional facility for every child and safety
for women. Only nationalism and humanism prevail in India. This is Prime Minister Modi's
motto," Vardhan said.

He highlighted India's success in mitigating the impact of COVID-19 in the conference and said
it is the Health Ministry's preemptive approach, meticulous surveillance, and contact tracing
which helped India immensely.

"The onset of the pandemic, several experts foresaw doom and gloom for India. As a result of
our exemplary efforts, we have among the highest recovery rate and lowest fatality rate in the
world. Our active cases of COVID-19 have dropped to less than 1,70,000," he said.

"The healthcare infrastructure in the country was rapidly scaled up during the pandemic. India
was among the first few countries in the world to isolate the virus. Our country provided
medicines and assistance to 150 countries during the pandemic," he added.

He further appreciated the efforts and the contribution of the country's scientists in
manufacturing vaccines and said, "Our scientists have done a remarkable job in providing 2
indigenously manufactured vaccines in record time. The world's largest vaccination drive going
on in our country is progressing quickly with over 37 lakh beneficiaries vaccinated in the first 15
days."

According to the Health Ministry, 2,06,130 beneficiaries were vaccinated till 7 pm on Saturday.
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A BUDGET THAT FAILS TO ADDRESS THE HUNGER
PANDEMIC

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

While the country continues to grapple with the health and economic crisis as a result of COVID-
19, widespread hunger and food insecurity is a silent emergency that has not been getting
sufficient attention. Unfortunately, the Union Budget also does not include any significant
measures to address this.

The partial National Family Health Survey-5 results released recently showed that child
malnutrition levels in 2019 were higher than in 2016 in most States. The fall in incomes
witnessed by most poor and working-class households in the last one year would have made
this situation even worse. Recent field surveys conducted by Hunger Watch and the Azim Premji
University between October 2020 and December 2020 found that for two-thirds of the
respondents, food intake was still not back to pre-lockdown levels. Malnutrition has multiple
determinants with access to food, health and care being the immediate. A global pandemic and
an economic slowdown, which has come on the back of years of jobless growth and stagnant
rural wages, has hit household food security hard. Data show that even before COVID-19,
nutritious diets for most Indians were unaffordable.

In this context, direct nutrition programmes such as the anganwadi programme and school mid-
day meals make a crucial contribution to the diets of children and pregnant and lactating women.
The 2020-21 revised estimates for anganwadi services is 17,252.3 crore, compared to a Budget
estimate of 20,532.4 crore, which was itself less than the projected demand of 24,810 crore.
This shows that the anganwadi services have been badly affected by the closure of anganwadi
centres. There are large gaps in delivery of supplementary nutrition. It is not clear whether the
revised estimates reflect a true picture, because data of the Controller General of Accounts
show that the expenditure of the entire Ministry of Women and Child Development (which
implements anganwadi services among other things) up to December 2020 was only 14,607.1
crore (49% of Budget estimates).

In the current Budget, different schemes have been clubbed together and anganwadi services
are now part of something called ‘Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0’ which has an allocated
budget of 20,105 crore. The total budget allocation of the schemes that were included in
Saksham in 2020 was higher at 24,557.4 crore.

Two other important nutrition-related interventions of the Ministry of Women and Child
Development also saw major underspending with the revised estimates for the national nutrition
mission (Poshan) for 2020-21 being only 600 crore compared to a Budget estimate of 3,700
crore. For maternity benefits under the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (a cash transfer
of 5,000 for pregnant women), the revised estimate is 1,300 core compared to the Budget
estimate of 2,500 crore. This scheme is now part of Samarthya, along with other schemes such
as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and Mahila Shakti Kendra. These schemes have also seen a
reduced allocation compared to last year (2,522 crore vis-à-vis 2,828 crore). The allocation for
the mid-day meal scheme for 2021-22 is 11,500 crore which is lower than the revised estimate
of 12,900 crore for 2020-21. Nutrition schemes, which have been suffering from poor budgetary
support for many years now, therefore do not see greater allocations despite the increasing
prevalence of malnutrition.

Other social protection programmes such as old age, widow and disability pensions, which could

https://www.thehindu.com/business/budget/union-budget-2021-finmin-unveils-an-expansionary-budget-to-boost-growth/article33720215.ece
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also contribute to better nutrition, also do not see any increase compared to last year. Even for
migrant workers, other than setting up a portal, there is no announcement of any special
measures. The One Nation, One Ration scheme has not taken off and is mired in complications.

While the food subsidy seems to have increased by more than three times, it must be
understood that this does not reflect higher distribution of subsidised grains. This only reflects a
correction in the Budget books, where the government is paying back Food Corporation of India
(FCI) arrears rather than forcing the FCI to take loans. The total FCI debt as on December 31,
2020 was 3.7 lakh crore (accumulated over the last few years because adequate amounts were
not allocated for food subsidy), and the additional amount being shown in the revised estimate
over last year’s Budget estimate is 3.1 lakh crore which matches the debt that FCI has with the
National Social Security Fund. The food subsidy allocation for 2021-22 (2.4 lakh crore), while
much higher than last year’s Budget estimate, is more realistic in terms of what is required to
meet the National Food Security Act entitlements. But it is clear that there is no provision for an
expanded or universal PDS which many have been recommending.

In fact, it is shocking that even the health budget has not been increased, with the allocation for
health this year being lower than the revised estimate for 2020-21 (74,602 crore versus 82,445
crore). The only increase here seems to be in the allocation for the COVID-19 vaccine which is a
one-time expenditure and does not contribute to strengthening the health system.

Overall, from the point of view of addressing hunger or providing a demand stimulus, this Budget
misses the mark. The total expenditure of 34,83,236 crore is only 32,931 crore above last year’s
revised estimates. While it is 4,00,000 crore more than previous year’s budgetary allocation,
much of this difference is because of the correction in the food subsidy numbers. What we have
been presented with in a year of economic slowdown and growing inequality is a stingy budget
that fails to ensure the ‘bare necessities’ for all.

Dipa Sinha teaches at Ambedkar University, Delhi
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THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF FOOD TECHNOLOGY,
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND MANAGEMENT BILL, 2019

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

The National Institutes of Food Technology, Entrepreneurship and Management Bill, 2019
was introduced in Rajya Sabha by the Minister of Food Processing Industries, Ms.
Harsimrat Kaur Badal, on February 13, 2019. The Bill declares certain institutes of food
technology, entrepreneurship, and management as institutions of national importance.
 

●

These institutes are the National Institute of Food Technology Entrepreneurship and
Management Kundli, and the Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology, Thanjavur.
The Bill declares these institutes as National Institutes of Food Technology,
Entrepreneurship and Management.
 

●

Functions of the institutes: Under the Bill, the functions of the institutes include: (i)
providing for instruction, research, and knowledge dissemination in the field of food
science and technology, (ii) holding examinations and granting degrees, diplomas,
certificates and other academic distinctions or titles, (iii) determining and collecting
fees and other charges, and (iv) instituting and making appointments for academic
and other posts, except that of the Director.
 

●

Board of Governors: The Bill provides for a Board of Governors, which will be the
principal executive body of the institute.  The Board will be responsible for the
general superintendence, direction, and control of the affairs of the institute.  The
powers and functions of the Board include: (i) taking administrative policy decisions,
(ii) examining and approving annual budget estimates and development plans, (iii)
establishing departments, faculties or schools of studies, and initiating courses or
programmes of study, and (iv) creating academic, administrative, and other posts,
and determining their terms of service and appointment.
 

●

The Board will consist of 16 members including: (i) a Chairperson, who is a distinguished
person in the field of food science, technology or management, or other such field, (ii) the
Director, Dean, Registrar, and faculty members, (iii) representatives of central and state
governments, (iv) representatives of FSSAI and the Indian Council of Agricultural Research,
and (v) representatives of the food processing industry.
 

●

Senate: The Senate will be the institute’s principal academic body.  It will be
responsible for maintenance of standards of instruction, education, and examination
in the institute.  Its members will include: (i) the Director as the Chairperson, (ii) the
Registrar, (iii) all full-time faculty at the level of a Professor, and (iv) three
academicians nominated by the Board from the fields of food science, technology
and management.
 

●

Council: The Bill provides for the establishment of a Council for coordinating
activities of all institutes and facilitating interactions for performance improvement. 
Its functions include laying down the policy framework for functioning of the

●
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institutes, and reviewing the achievement of policy objectives, among others.
 
The Council will consist of 13 members including: (i) the Minister of Food Processing
Industries as the Chairperson, (ii) the Minister of the State for Food Processing Industries,
(iii) representatives of the ministries related to food processing, higher education, and
finance, (iv) the Chairperson, FSSAI, (v) the CEO, NITI Aayog, and (vi) three industry
representatives and three academicians from the field of food processing.
 

●

Funds: The Bill requires each institute to maintain a fund for meeting its expenses.  It
will be credited with funds received from the central government and other sources,
including fees and other charges.  The accounts of each institute will be audited by
the Comptroller and Auditor General of India.
 

●

Settlement of disputes: Under the Bill, any dispute arising out of a contract between
the institute and any of its employees will be referred to a Tribunal of Arbitration.  The
Tribunal will consist of an institute appointee, a nominee of the concerned employee,
and an umpire appointed by the central government.  The decision of the Tribunal will
be considered final, after which the matter cannot be raised in any civil court. 
Further, provisions of other laws related to arbitration will not apply to arbitrations
under these tribunals.
 

●

Statutes and Ordinances: The Bill provides for the framing of Statutes and
Ordinances for each institute with guidelines regarding administrative and academic
matters.  The Statutes and Ordinances will be framed by the Board and the Senate,
respectively.  The first Statute of each institute will be framed by the Council with the
previous approval of the central government.

●

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information.  You may choose to reproduce or
redistribute this report for non-commercial purposes in part or in full to any other person with due
acknowledgment of PRS Legislative Research (“PRS”).  The opinions expressed herein are entirely those of
the author(s).  PRS makes every effort to use reliable and comprehensive information, but PRS does not
represent that the contents of the report are accurate or complete.  PRS is an independent, not-for-profit
group.  This document has been prepared without regard to the objectives or opinions of those who may
receive it.
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THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR ALLIED AND
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONS BILL, 2020

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professions Bill, 2020 was introduced in
Rajya Sabha by the Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, on
September 15, 2020.  The Bill seeks to regulate and standardise the education and practice
of allied and healthcare professionals.  Key features of the Bill include:

●

Allied health professional: The Bill defines ‘allied health professional’ as an
associate, technician, or technologist trained to support the diagnosis and treatment
of any illness, disease, injury, or impairment.  Such a professional should have
obtained a diploma or degree under this Bill.  The duration of the degree /diploma
should be at least 2,000 hours (over a period of two to four years).
 

●

Healthcare professional: A ‘healthcare professional’ includes a scientist, therapist, or
any other professional who studies, advises, researches, supervises, or provides
preventive, curative, rehabilitative, therapeutic, or promotional health services.  Such
a professional should have obtained a degree under this Bill.  The duration of the
degree should be at least 3,600 hours (over a period of three to six years).
 

●

Allied and healthcare professions: The Bill specifies certain categories of allied and
healthcare professions as recognised categories.  These are mentioned in the
Schedule to the Bill and include life science professionals, trauma and burn care
professionals, surgical and anaesthesia related technology professionals,
physiotherapists, and nutrition science professionals.  The central government may
amend this Schedule after consultation with the National Commission for Allied and
Healthcare Profession.
 

●

National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professions: The Bill sets up the
National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professions.  The Commission will
consist of: (i) the Chairperson, (ii) Vice-Chairperson, (iii) five members (at the level of
Joint Secretary) representing various Departments/ Ministries of the central
government, (iv) one representative from the Directorate General of Health Services,
(v) three Deputy Directors or Medical Superintendents appointed on a rotational basis
from amongst medical institutions including the AIIMS, Delhi and AIIPMR, Mumbai,
and (vi) 12 part-time members representing State Councils, among others.
 

●

Functions of the Commission: The Commission will perform the following functions
with regard to Allied and Healthcare professionals: (i) framing policies and standards
for regulating education and practice, (ii) creating and maintaining an online Central
Register of all registered professionals, (iii) providing basic standards of education,
courses, curriculum, staff qualifications, examination, training, maximum fee payable
for various categories, and (iv) providing for a uniform entrance and exit examination,
among others.
 

●
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Professional Councils: The Commission will constitute a Professional Council for
every recognised category of allied and healthcare professions.  The Professional
Council will consist of a president and four to 24 members, representing each
profession in the recognised category.  The Commission may delegate any of its
functions to this Council.
 

●

State Councils: Within six months from the passage of the Bill, state governments
will constitute State Allied and Healthcare Councils.  The State Councils will consist
of: (i) the Chairperson (at least 25 years of experience in the field of allied and
healthcare science), (ii) one member representing medical sciences in the state
government, (iii) two members representing state medical colleges, (iv) two members
representing charitable institutions, and (v) two members from each of the
recognised categories of allied and healthcare professions, nominated by the state
government, among others.  The State Councils will: (i) enforce professional conduct
and code of ethics to be observed by allied healthcare professionals, (ii) maintain
respective State Registers, (iii) inspect allied and healthcare institutions, and (iv)
ensure uniform entry and exit examinations.
 

●

Establishment of institutions: Prior permission of the State Council will be required
to: (i) establish a new institution, or (ii) open new courses, increase the admission
capacity, or admit a new batch of students to existing institutions.  If such permission
is not sought, then any qualification granted to a student from such an institution will
not be recognised under the Bill. 
 

●

Offences and penalties: No person is allowed to practice as a qualified allied and
healthcare practitioner other than those enrolled in a State Register or the National
Register.  Any person who contravenes this provision will be punished with a fine of
Rs 50,000.

●

 

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information.  You may choose to reproduce or
redistribute this report for non-commercial purposes in part or in full to any other person with due
acknowledgment of PRS Legislative Research (“PRS”).  The opinions expressed herein are entirely those of
the author(s).  PRS makes every effort to use reliable and comprehensive information, but PRS does not
represent that the contents of the report are accurate or complete.  PRS is an independent, not-for-profit
group.  This document has been prepared without regard to the objectives or opinions of those who may
receive it.
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CENTRALLY FUNDED PLANS FACE THE AXE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Schemes that have outlived their relevance will be terminated, and those with low outlay will be
consolidated to make them more impactful, expenditure secretary T.V. Somanathan said

The Union government will slash 131-odd centrally sponsored schemes (CSS) worth 3.8 trillion
by a third in FY22 based on the recommendations of the 15th Finance Commission, a top
finance ministry official said.

Schemes that have outlived their relevance will be terminated, and those with low outlay will be
consolidated to make them more impactful, expenditure secretary T.V. Somanathan said. “There
are 131 centrally sponsored schemes. We intend to reduce the number of schemes by
approximately one third, taking into account the recommendations of the Finance Commission.
The schemes with a very low outlay, when spread across states, becomes a thin, non-impactful
kind of scheme. So, we want to reduce the number of such schemes as well as those which
have outlived their relevance over a period of time and consolidate them into a smaller number
of more impactful schemes. This will be implemented during FY22," Somanathan said in an
interview.

Also Read | The Finance Commission doesn’t rock the federal boat

In order to utilize funds from the Centre, the states need to contribute 40% of the outlay in CSS,
except the North-Eastern states that contribute 10%. This reduces the untied funds that should
be available to states with no strings attached. States have been demanding more flexibility in
implementing the schemes while reducing their proliferation. Many previous committees,
including a sub-group of chief ministers under NITI Aayog chaired by Madhya Pradesh CM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan in 2015 said the ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach of CSS was adversely
affecting outcomes. States have been urging the Centre to transfer such funds directly to them
so that they can design schemes according to their own needs.

“CSS are reduced from time to time, and then again, they proliferate. The dynamics are like this
because the central ministries think their ambit of work is more relevant when there are more
CSS. The latest move to rationalize them is a step in the right direction," said D.K. Srivastava,
chief policy adviser at EY India.

According to the FFC, 15 of the 30 umbrella CSS account for about 90% of the total allocation
under CSS. Many such schemes have, within them, a number of small schemes, some of them
with negligible allocations. “A threshold amount of annual appropriation should be fixed, below
which the funding for a CSS may be stopped. Below the stipulated threshold, the administrating
department should justify the need for continuation of the scheme. As the life cycle of ongoing
schemes has been made co-terminus with the cycle of Finance Commissions, the third-party
evaluation of all CSS should be completed within a stipulated timeframe. The funding pattern of
the CSS should be fixed upfront transparently and should be kept stable," the FFC said in its
report tabled in Parliament on Monday.

Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman, in her budget speech, said: “On the recommendation of
FFC, we have undertaken a detailed exercise to rationalize...number of CSS. This will enable
consolidation of outlays for better impact."

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/the-finance-commission-doesn-t-rock-the-federal-boat-11612283117922.html
https://www.livemint.com/budget/news/finance-commission-recommends-large-transfers-to-states-through-grants-11612188927043.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/the-finance-commission-doesn-t-rock-the-federal-boat-11612283117922.html
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The FFC said the CSS co-financed by the Centre should be flexible enough to allow states to
adapt and innovate. “Top-down mandates and strictures on programme implementation are
antitheses of an open-source model. CSS should grant states significant latitude to tailor
implementation modalities to local realities," it added.

Click here to read the Mint ePaperMint is now on Telegram. Join Mint channel in your Telegram
and stay updated with the latest business news.
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THE PIGEON PARADOX: FEEDING THEM COULD BE
BAD FOR YOUR LUNGS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

When G.S. Srinivas took his mother, K. Sitakumari, to a pulmonologist for a recurring breathing
problem, the doctor's line of questioning seemed bizarre.

“Do you live in close proximity to pigeons,” the doctor had asked. When the answer was in the
affirmative, the doctor's prescription was even stranger — put up a fish net and keep the birds at
bay. The remedy worked and Ms. Sitakumari recovered completely.

The pulmonologist, Dr. Vijay Kumar Chennamchetty, of Apollo Hospitals in Hyderabad, had
diagnosed what most Indian pulmonologists will miss — Hypersensitive Pneumonitis (HP) or
Bird Fancier's Lung — an inflammatory lung condition caused by bird droppings that are highly
allergenic.

Since the symptoms are similar to lung infections, most doctors confuse it with atypical
pneumonia, added Dr. Chennamchetty. “Many GPs may confuse this for viral or atypical
pneumonia. But fever, cough, myalgia, joint pains and shortness of breath are a giveaway. I
always keep a high index of suspicion to identify such cases. Pigeon droppings and AC ducts
have become a dangerous combination in urban areas. People don’t open windows but airborne
particles of pigeon droppings are a major causative factor of HP. And I am seeing one case
every fortnight,” added Dr. Chennamchetty.

Not surprisingly, the only study conducted in India on the subject concluded last year that lack of
awareness was resulting in a four-year diagnostic delay from the initial onset of symptoms.

The study was conducted at New Delhi’s Vallabhbhai Patel Chest Institute and an ‘incidental
finding’ from the study was that the infection did not affect smokers. “We do not recommend
people smoking tobacco but we believe that cigarette smoke has an immunosuppressive effect
on alveolar macrophages or dust cells.” said Dr. Raj Kumar, Department of Respiratory Allergy
and Applied Immunology, National Centre of Respiratory Allergy, a co-author of the paper.

Proximity to pigeons can damage lungs

“Since they smoke anyway, smokers’ lungs are not affected by the hypersensitivity that is
caused among non smokers,” said Dr Raj Kumar, Department of Respiratory Allergy and
Applied Immunology, National Centre of Respiratory Allergy, a co-author of the paper. Dr.
Kumar said physicians must start questioning exposure to pigeon droppings to reduce wrong
diagnosis when patients come in with lung infections.

Well-known victims

Amateur ornithologist Aasheesh Pittie has written a 1700-word blog linking the rise of pigeon
population to HP. “Pigeons are one of the causes of this lung disease, which is one of the
several forms of pulmonary fibrosis. Though there are 150 other known triggers for HP, feral
pigeon population is one of the main suspects in urban areas and we keep feeding them due to
pseudo-religious reasons,” says Aasheesh, and his blog lists famous victims to the disease,
including Marlon Brando, Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi, James Doohan (Star Trek) and Peter
Benchley (author of Jaws).
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“First them and then us,” says K. Satyanarayana, a businessman, as his wife scatters grains of
jowar on a disused stretch of road in Muslimjung bridge.

“Everyday I sell 300 kg of jowar and including other grains, it is in the region of 400 kg,” says
Govind Raj who has a shop just outside the Kabootarkhana in Hyderabad.

Doctors advise that avoiding exposure to pigeon droppings is key to curing HP. Those exposed
to the faecal matter should use N95 masks. In general, they recommend that pigeons are not
fed.
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We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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the national tally after seven months
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GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN SEVERAL CORRECTIVE
STEPS TO ENCOURAGE WOMEN SCIENTISTS IN
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES: DR. HARSH VARDHAN

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

SERB-POWER Initiative 

 

The Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB), a Statutory body of the Department of
Science and Technology (DST), Government of India has launched a Scheme titled “SERB-
POWER (Promoting Opportunities for Women in Exploratory Research)”.   The Scheme is
aimed to mitigate gender disparity in science and engineering research funding in various S&T
programs in Indian academic institutions and research and development (R&D) laboratories,
address comparatively lower participation of women scientists in research activities and to
identify and support competitive women researchers in the country. SERB – POWER provides
structured support in research to ensure equal access and weighted opportunities for Indian
women scientists engaged in R&D activities. The R&D support to women scientists is provided
through two components, namely: SERB POWER Fellowships & SERB POWER Research
Grants.

As per latest "Research and Development Statistics, 2019-20" of DST, India has 16.6% women
researchers directly engaged in R&D activities. There are several reasons for lower participation
of women in R&D. This includes familial issues like marriage, family responsibility, relocation
due to transferable job of spouse etc. These reasons attribute to dropout from higher studies,
career break, overage for scientific jobs and prolonged absence from place of work or even
resignation from the job. Government has taken several corrective steps to encourage women
scientists in research activities. The “Knowledge Involvement in Research Advancement through
Nurturing (KIRAN)” Scheme of DST had been instituted to encourage women scientists through
various programmes in the field of Science and Technology (S&T). ‘Women Scientist Scheme
(WOS)’ under KIRAN provides career opportunities including fellowships to unemployed women
scientists and technologists, especially those who had a break in career, for pursuing research
in frontier areas of science and engineering. Under ‘Consolidation of University Research
through Innovation and Excellence in Women Universities (CURIE)’ Programme only women
Universities are being supported for development of research infrastructure and creation of
state-of-the-art research laboratories to enhance women’s participation in S&T domain. Mobility
Scheme under KIRAN addresses relocation issues of working women scientists and provides
support in project mode for 2-5 years. Indo-US Fellowship for Women in STEMM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics & Medicine) encourages Indian women scientists and
technologists to undertake international collaborative research in premier institutions in USA for
duration of 3-6 months. Recently launched “Vigyan Jyoti” Scheme encourages girl students of
Class 9 to 12 to pursue education and career in S&T particularly in the areas where women are
under represented. The SERB Women Excellence Award recognizes women Academy
Awardees to expand their research horizon to higher levels. In addition, Department of
Biotechnology (DBT) is also implementing ‘Biotechnology Career Advancement and Re-
orientation Programme (BioCARe)’ to encourage women scientists in Biotechnology research.
Further, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) provides upper age relaxation of
five years to women researchers to pursue doctoral and postdoctoral research for award of
Fellowships/Associateships. To recognize the contribution of women scientists in the field of
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Earth System Sciences, Ministry of Earth Sciences has initiated a special award called “National
Award for woman scientist” and is being conferred to one-woman scientist each year on the
Foundation day.

Multifaceted initiatives have been launched by DST to encourage women entrepreneurship
under Start-up India-Stand up India. The details of initiatives and the achievements made so far
are as given below:

Women Entrepreneur’s Quest (WEQ) Programme was initiated by DST in partnership with Anita
Borg Institute, USA for scouting and supporting Women Entrepreneurs in Technology. A total of
42 start-ups have been supported so far and 21 start-ups have grown to next level. A few of the
WEQ start-ups have setup offices in US as a result of this programme.  Women
Entrepreneurship and Empowerment Foundation (WEE) is India’s first of its kind initiative by IIT
Delhi supported and sponsored by DST to strengthen women eco - system. The WEE cohort
initiative helps women ranging from college going students to middle-aged housewives to take
up entrepreneurship as a viable, fulfilling career option. 170 start-ups have been trained so far
under WEE program. emPower was positioned as the India’s first accelerator program for
women start-ups in Technology. It is implemented by Zone start-ups, a DST supported Incubator
hosted at Bombay Stock Exchange. The programme includes mentor-ship support, workshops,
case studies, peer networking, industry connect and equity free seed fund. Support is provided
to total 30 women each year under ‘technology for businesses’ and ‘technology for social impact
tracks’ and concludes through a demo day. Top 3 start-ups are provided exposure to Canadian
ecosystem fully funded by the Govt. of Canada. Women Start-up Program (WSP) of DST in
partnership with Goldman Sachs aims to support ambitious and innovative women
entrepreneurs by enabling them to transform their idea into a business venture. WSP reached
out to 6200 women across the country through Massive Open Online Course program. A total of
97 women entrepreneurs were supported through boot camp, fellowship and prototype support,
exchange visit to Israel for building partnership and market access cementing. A few WSP start-
ups have led to cementing tie-ups in the cyber security and edu-tech domain.

This information was given by the Minister of Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and Health
& Family Welfare, Dr. Harsh Vardhan in the Rajya Sabha today. 

 

******

NB/KGS/(RSQ-139-02.02.2021)

SERB-POWER Initiative 

 

The Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB), a Statutory body of the Department of
Science and Technology (DST), Government of India has launched a Scheme titled “SERB-
POWER (Promoting Opportunities for Women in Exploratory Research)”.   The Scheme is
aimed to mitigate gender disparity in science and engineering research funding in various S&T
programs in Indian academic institutions and research and development (R&D) laboratories,
address comparatively lower participation of women scientists in research activities and to
identify and support competitive women researchers in the country. SERB – POWER provides
structured support in research to ensure equal access and weighted opportunities for Indian
women scientists engaged in R&D activities. The R&D support to women scientists is provided
through two components, namely: SERB POWER Fellowships & SERB POWER Research
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Grants.

As per latest "Research and Development Statistics, 2019-20" of DST, India has 16.6% women
researchers directly engaged in R&D activities. There are several reasons for lower participation
of women in R&D. This includes familial issues like marriage, family responsibility, relocation
due to transferable job of spouse etc. These reasons attribute to dropout from higher studies,
career break, overage for scientific jobs and prolonged absence from place of work or even
resignation from the job. Government has taken several corrective steps to encourage women
scientists in research activities. The “Knowledge Involvement in Research Advancement through
Nurturing (KIRAN)” Scheme of DST had been instituted to encourage women scientists through
various programmes in the field of Science and Technology (S&T). ‘Women Scientist Scheme
(WOS)’ under KIRAN provides career opportunities including fellowships to unemployed women
scientists and technologists, especially those who had a break in career, for pursuing research
in frontier areas of science and engineering. Under ‘Consolidation of University Research
through Innovation and Excellence in Women Universities (CURIE)’ Programme only women
Universities are being supported for development of research infrastructure and creation of
state-of-the-art research laboratories to enhance women’s participation in S&T domain. Mobility
Scheme under KIRAN addresses relocation issues of working women scientists and provides
support in project mode for 2-5 years. Indo-US Fellowship for Women in STEMM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics & Medicine) encourages Indian women scientists and
technologists to undertake international collaborative research in premier institutions in USA for
duration of 3-6 months. Recently launched “Vigyan Jyoti” Scheme encourages girl students of
Class 9 to 12 to pursue education and career in S&T particularly in the areas where women are
under represented. The SERB Women Excellence Award recognizes women Academy
Awardees to expand their research horizon to higher levels. In addition, Department of
Biotechnology (DBT) is also implementing ‘Biotechnology Career Advancement and Re-
orientation Programme (BioCARe)’ to encourage women scientists in Biotechnology research.
Further, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) provides upper age relaxation of
five years to women researchers to pursue doctoral and postdoctoral research for award of
Fellowships/Associateships. To recognize the contribution of women scientists in the field of
Earth System Sciences, Ministry of Earth Sciences has initiated a special award called “National
Award for woman scientist” and is being conferred to one-woman scientist each year on the
Foundation day.

Multifaceted initiatives have been launched by DST to encourage women entrepreneurship
under Start-up India-Stand up India. The details of initiatives and the achievements made so far
are as given below:

Women Entrepreneur’s Quest (WEQ) Programme was initiated by DST in partnership with Anita
Borg Institute, USA for scouting and supporting Women Entrepreneurs in Technology. A total of
42 start-ups have been supported so far and 21 start-ups have grown to next level. A few of the
WEQ start-ups have setup offices in US as a result of this programme.  Women
Entrepreneurship and Empowerment Foundation (WEE) is India’s first of its kind initiative by IIT
Delhi supported and sponsored by DST to strengthen women eco - system. The WEE cohort
initiative helps women ranging from college going students to middle-aged housewives to take
up entrepreneurship as a viable, fulfilling career option. 170 start-ups have been trained so far
under WEE program. emPower was positioned as the India’s first accelerator program for
women start-ups in Technology. It is implemented by Zone start-ups, a DST supported Incubator
hosted at Bombay Stock Exchange. The programme includes mentor-ship support, workshops,
case studies, peer networking, industry connect and equity free seed fund. Support is provided
to total 30 women each year under ‘technology for businesses’ and ‘technology for social impact
tracks’ and concludes through a demo day. Top 3 start-ups are provided exposure to Canadian
ecosystem fully funded by the Govt. of Canada. Women Start-up Program (WSP) of DST in
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partnership with Goldman Sachs aims to support ambitious and innovative women
entrepreneurs by enabling them to transform their idea into a business venture. WSP reached
out to 6200 women across the country through Massive Open Online Course program. A total of
97 women entrepreneurs were supported through boot camp, fellowship and prototype support,
exchange visit to Israel for building partnership and market access cementing. A few WSP start-
ups have led to cementing tie-ups in the cyber security and edu-tech domain.

This information was given by the Minister of Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and Health
& Family Welfare, Dr. Harsh Vardhan in the Rajya Sabha today. 

 

******

NB/KGS/(RSQ-139-02.02.2021)
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-03

JAL JEEVAN MISSION (URBAN) TO PROVIDE
UNIVERSAL COVERAGE OF WATER SUPPLY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

UNION BUDGET 2021-22 - MINISTRY OF HOUSING & URBAN AFFAIRS

 

During her Budget speech, the Hon’ble Finance Minister announced JAL JEEVAN MISSION
(URBAN) which has been designed to provide universal coverage of water supply to all
households through functional taps in all 4,378 statutory towns in accordance with SDG Goal-
6. Providing coverage of sewerage/septage management in 500 AMRUT cities is the other focus
area.  The Finance Minister also announced that Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) 2.0 will be
launched under the “Health and Wellbeing”vertical.  The Finance Minister further said that a
Scheme to induct over 20,000 city buses in 5 lakh plus cities including Hilly/ UT/ North East State
capital cities (total: 111) will be launched to strengthen organized city bus services, improve
urban mobility and ease in living.

            The details of announcements pertaining to the M/o Housing & Urban Affairs are as
under:-

JAL JEEVAN MISSION (URBAN)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salient features of Mission
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SWACHH BHARAT MISSION (URBAN) 2.0

 

During her Budget speech, the Hon’ble Finance Minister announced that Swachh Bharat
Mission (Urban) 2.0 will be launched under the “Health and Wellbeing”vertical. In her speech,
the FM said: “…for further swachhata of Urban India, we intend to focus on complete fecal
sludge management, waste water treatment, source segregation of garbage, reduction in single
use plastic, reduction in air pollution by effectively managing waste from construction and
demolition activities, and bio-remediation of all legacy dumpsites”.

 

A total outlay of Rs 1,41,678 crores was announced for SBM (U) 2.0, for the next 5 years. This
will be a continuation of the Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban), with the following components for
funding and implementation across all statutory towns, viz.

 

At the end of the Mission, the following outcomes are expected to be achieved:

*****

SCHEME TO AUGMENT CITY BUSES & URBAN GREEN MOBILITY

City Bus Augmentation

A Scheme to induct over 20,000 city buses in 5 lakh plus cities  including Hilly/ UT/ North East
State capital cities (total: 111) will be launched to strengthen organized city bus services,
improve urban mobility and ease in living. Scheme components include procurement, for city
operations, of all types of new buses with clean fuel (excluding hybrid/ battery electric buses
already covered under the FAME Scheme of Deptt of Heavy Industries (DHI)), associated
infrastructure and opex support for a period of 5 years after procurement.  An outlay of about
15,000 cr has been kept for this Scheme. It will boost automobile industry, generate direct/
indirect employment and facilitate the cities to adhere the Covid-19 guidelines i.e. social
distancing in urban transport. Scheme will promote public transport, help in reducing congestion,
pollution and accidents and promote clean air in these cities.

Green Urban Mobility

This Scheme intends to provide impetus to green and clean urban mobility projects. It is a step
in the direction of meeting climate change mitigation and sustainability goals. The focus of this
Scheme is to improve Non-Motorised Transport (NMT) infrastructure, promote innovative urban
transit modes, strengthen Intelligent Transport System (ITS) facilities, retrofitting buses & other
modes for energy efficiency/ clean fuel, and other technological and innovative measures for
green urban transport. An outlay of about  3,000 cr has been kept under this Scheme for
projects, which will be selected through Green Urban Mobility Challenge. This will help in
reducing pollution levels through changes in traveling practices, improvement of urban mobility
infrastructure and services such as pedestrian/ cycling pathways, last mile connectivity, enhance
Information Technology applications and adopt innovations in implementation and financing of
urban mobility projects.
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Metro Projects

Name of project

No of corridors

Route length

Sanctioned cost (in Rs crore)

Chennai phase-2

3

118.9

63,246

Bangalore 2A and 2 B

2

58.19

14,788

Nagpur Phase-2

4

43.80

6,708

Nashik (MetroNeo)

2

33

2,092

Kochi Phase-2

1

11.2

1,957

 

Low cost Metro solution for tier2/3  cities
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MetrolLite

MetroNeo

 

Cities to be  provided with MetroLite and MetroNeo system

 

Some of Tier-2 cities like Gorakhpur, Allahabad, Jammu, Srinagar, Rajkot, Baroda, Dehradun,
Coimbatore, Bhiwadi- Daruhera etc. are making proposals under MetroLite/ MetroNeo and Nasik
has already sent a proposal for MetroNeo, which is under consideration.

REAL ESTATE SECTOR

 

 

HOUSING FOR ALL

 

GOVERNMENT PROPOSES TO 100% INCOME TAX EXEMPTION FOR AFFORDABLE
RENTAL HOUSING PROJECTS

 

Extract from Union Budget Speech 2021-22:

 

It is proposed to insert sub-section (1A) in the said section so as to provide
for hundred per cent. deductions of the profits and gains derived from the
business of developing and building affordable rental housing project.

 

In order to encourage proactive participation from Public/Private Entities, following incentives
have been provisioned through Government of India:

Sl No

Incentives

Status

 

1

Exemption of Income Tax on any profits and gains derived from operation of ARHCs on
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similar lines as that of ‘Affordable Housing’ under section 80-IBA of Income Tax Act,
1961.

Announced in Budget 2021-22

 

 

 

2

Exemption of GST on any profits and gains derived from operation of ARHCs, at par with rental
services of residential premises, vide Notification number 12 of 2017- Central Tax (Rate) dated
28th June 2017.

 

Accepted earlier by Ministry of Finance, Government of India (vide letter dated 5th June 2020)

3

Project finance/loan at lower interest rate through concessional window under Affordable
Housing Fund (AHF) by Housing Finance Companies (HFCs) and Priority Sector Lending (PSL)
by Commercials Banks, upon inclusion of ARHCs in Harmonized Master List (HML) on the same
lines of ‘Affordable Housing’

Accepted earlier by Ministry of Finance, Government of India (vide gazette notification dated
24th August 2020)

Background:

 

COVID-19 pandemic resulted in massive reverse migration of workers/ urban poor in the
country. This brought issues of housing to forefront. In line with Hon'ble Prime Minister's clarion
call of 'AtmaNirbhar Bharat', Union Cabinet on July 8, 2020, approved Affordable Rental
Housing Complexes (ARHCs) as a sub scheme under PMAY-U. The objective of this scheme is
to provide ease of living to urban migrants/poor to provide dignified living with necessary civic
amenities close to their workplace at affordable rent.

 

This Scheme is implemented through the following two Models:

 

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

[FINANCE WING]
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15TH FINANCE COMMISSION(FC) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GRANTS TO URBAN LOCAL
BODIES (FY 2021-22 TO FY 2025-26)

Key Highlights:

1. Substantive increase in funds to Rs 1,55,628 crore (from Rs 87,143 crore in 14th FC
period, 78% increase)

2. Effort to mainstream Metropolitan Governance for the first time since 74th CAA, 1992

3. Two game-changer entry conditions applicable to EVERY municipality, to avail ANY
grant

4. Conditions for accessing grants:

5. Deadline of March, 2024 for States to strengthen State Finance Commissions

6. All 28 service level benchmarks, annual accounts to be published on
www.cityfinance.in(Will enhance service delivery and performance management)

 

MoHUA recommendations accepted by 15th FC:

 

****

 

RJ/NG

UNION BUDGET 2021-22 - MINISTRY OF HOUSING & URBAN AFFAIRS

 

During her Budget speech, the Hon’ble Finance Minister announced JAL JEEVAN MISSION
(URBAN) which has been designed to provide universal coverage of water supply to all
households through functional taps in all 4,378 statutory towns in accordance with SDG Goal-
6. Providing coverage of sewerage/septage management in 500 AMRUT cities is the other focus
area.  The Finance Minister also announced that Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) 2.0 will be
launched under the “Health and Wellbeing”vertical.  The Finance Minister further said that a
Scheme to induct over 20,000 city buses in 5 lakh plus cities including Hilly/ UT/ North East State
capital cities (total: 111) will be launched to strengthen organized city bus services, improve
urban mobility and ease in living.

            The details of announcements pertaining to the M/o Housing & Urban Affairs are as
under:-
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JAL JEEVAN MISSION (URBAN)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salient features of Mission

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWACHH BHARAT MISSION (URBAN) 2.0

 

During her Budget speech, the Hon’ble Finance Minister announced that Swachh Bharat
Mission (Urban) 2.0 will be launched under the “Health and Wellbeing”vertical. In her speech,
the FM said: “…for further swachhata of Urban India, we intend to focus on complete fecal
sludge management, waste water treatment, source segregation of garbage, reduction in single
use plastic, reduction in air pollution by effectively managing waste from construction and
demolition activities, and bio-remediation of all legacy dumpsites”.

 

A total outlay of Rs 1,41,678 crores was announced for SBM (U) 2.0, for the next 5 years. This
will be a continuation of the Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban), with the following components for
funding and implementation across all statutory towns, viz.

 

At the end of the Mission, the following outcomes are expected to be achieved:

*****
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SCHEME TO AUGMENT CITY BUSES & URBAN GREEN MOBILITY

City Bus Augmentation

A Scheme to induct over 20,000 city buses in 5 lakh plus cities  including Hilly/ UT/ North East
State capital cities (total: 111) will be launched to strengthen organized city bus services,
improve urban mobility and ease in living. Scheme components include procurement, for city
operations, of all types of new buses with clean fuel (excluding hybrid/ battery electric buses
already covered under the FAME Scheme of Deptt of Heavy Industries (DHI)), associated
infrastructure and opex support for a period of 5 years after procurement.  An outlay of about
15,000 cr has been kept for this Scheme. It will boost automobile industry, generate direct/
indirect employment and facilitate the cities to adhere the Covid-19 guidelines i.e. social
distancing in urban transport. Scheme will promote public transport, help in reducing congestion,
pollution and accidents and promote clean air in these cities.

Green Urban Mobility

This Scheme intends to provide impetus to green and clean urban mobility projects. It is a step
in the direction of meeting climate change mitigation and sustainability goals. The focus of this
Scheme is to improve Non-Motorised Transport (NMT) infrastructure, promote innovative urban
transit modes, strengthen Intelligent Transport System (ITS) facilities, retrofitting buses & other
modes for energy efficiency/ clean fuel, and other technological and innovative measures for
green urban transport. An outlay of about  3,000 cr has been kept under this Scheme for
projects, which will be selected through Green Urban Mobility Challenge. This will help in
reducing pollution levels through changes in traveling practices, improvement of urban mobility
infrastructure and services such as pedestrian/ cycling pathways, last mile connectivity, enhance
Information Technology applications and adopt innovations in implementation and financing of
urban mobility projects.

Metro Projects

Name of project

No of corridors

Route length

Sanctioned cost (in Rs crore)

Chennai phase-2

3

118.9

63,246

Bangalore 2A and 2 B

2

58.19
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14,788

Nagpur Phase-2

4

43.80

6,708

Nashik (MetroNeo)

2

33

2,092

Kochi Phase-2

1

11.2

1,957

 

Low cost Metro solution for tier2/3  cities

MetrolLite

MetroNeo

 

Cities to be  provided with MetroLite and MetroNeo system

 

Some of Tier-2 cities like Gorakhpur, Allahabad, Jammu, Srinagar, Rajkot, Baroda, Dehradun,
Coimbatore, Bhiwadi- Daruhera etc. are making proposals under MetroLite/ MetroNeo and Nasik
has already sent a proposal for MetroNeo, which is under consideration.

REAL ESTATE SECTOR

 

 

HOUSING FOR ALL
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GOVERNMENT PROPOSES TO 100% INCOME TAX EXEMPTION FOR AFFORDABLE
RENTAL HOUSING PROJECTS

 

Extract from Union Budget Speech 2021-22:

 

It is proposed to insert sub-section (1A) in the said section so as to provide
for hundred per cent. deductions of the profits and gains derived from the
business of developing and building affordable rental housing project.

 

In order to encourage proactive participation from Public/Private Entities, following incentives
have been provisioned through Government of India:

Sl No

Incentives

Status

 

1

Exemption of Income Tax on any profits and gains derived from operation of ARHCs on
similar lines as that of ‘Affordable Housing’ under section 80-IBA of Income Tax Act,
1961.

Announced in Budget 2021-22

 

 

 

2

Exemption of GST on any profits and gains derived from operation of ARHCs, at par with rental
services of residential premises, vide Notification number 12 of 2017- Central Tax (Rate) dated
28th June 2017.

 

Accepted earlier by Ministry of Finance, Government of India (vide letter dated 5th June 2020)

3

Project finance/loan at lower interest rate through concessional window under Affordable
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Housing Fund (AHF) by Housing Finance Companies (HFCs) and Priority Sector Lending (PSL)
by Commercials Banks, upon inclusion of ARHCs in Harmonized Master List (HML) on the same
lines of ‘Affordable Housing’

Accepted earlier by Ministry of Finance, Government of India (vide gazette notification dated
24th August 2020)

Background:

 

COVID-19 pandemic resulted in massive reverse migration of workers/ urban poor in the
country. This brought issues of housing to forefront. In line with Hon'ble Prime Minister's clarion
call of 'AtmaNirbhar Bharat', Union Cabinet on July 8, 2020, approved Affordable Rental
Housing Complexes (ARHCs) as a sub scheme under PMAY-U. The objective of this scheme is
to provide ease of living to urban migrants/poor to provide dignified living with necessary civic
amenities close to their workplace at affordable rent.

 

This Scheme is implemented through the following two Models:

 

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

[FINANCE WING]

 

 

 

15TH FINANCE COMMISSION(FC) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GRANTS TO URBAN LOCAL
BODIES (FY 2021-22 TO FY 2025-26)

Key Highlights:

1. Substantive increase in funds to Rs 1,55,628 crore (from Rs 87,143 crore in 14th FC
period, 78% increase)

2. Effort to mainstream Metropolitan Governance for the first time since 74th CAA, 1992

3. Two game-changer entry conditions applicable to EVERY municipality, to avail ANY
grant

4. Conditions for accessing grants:

5. Deadline of March, 2024 for States to strengthen State Finance Commissions

6. All 28 service level benchmarks, annual accounts to be published on
www.cityfinance.in(Will enhance service delivery and performance management)
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MoHUA recommendations accepted by 15th FC:

 

****

 

RJ/NG
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-05

AN INEVITABLE SHOWDOWN: THE HINDU EDITORIAL
ON GOVERNMENT’S NOTICE TO TWITTER

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

The government’s notice to Twitter after it reinstated several handles that mentioned a
controversial hashtag, which the former wanted blocked, marks a critical point in an already
uneasy relationship between a powerful government and an influential technology platform. A
showdown seems inevitable now, what with the government threatening Twitter with penal
action for not complying with its orders. The issue pertains to tweets put out by some handles on
the ongoing farmer protests as also a hashtag that suggested that a farmer genocide was being
planned. The Ministry of Electronics and IT ordered these handles (257 URLs and one hashtag)
to be blocked on the grounds that they were spreading dangerous misinformation about the
protests. Twitter initially complied with the order but then restored these tweets and handles,
which included those of media houses. The Government’s initial order was issued under Section
69A of the Information Technology Act, 2000, under which it can direct an intermediary to block
any information for public access “in the interest of sovereignty and integrity of India, defence of
India, security of the State, friendly relations with foreign States or public order or for preventing
incitement to the commission of any cognizable offence relating to above…” This is the same
Section under which hundreds of Chinese apps have been banned in recent months.

The world over, technology platforms have enough safeguards to act as intermediaries without
being liable for the content that is published. But Twitter’s act of defying the orders as per the
law means it is on slippery territory. Though the use of Section 69A has been often criticised for
the secrecy surrounding the process, it was upheld by the Supreme Court in the landmark
Shreya Singhal vs Union of India (2015). The Court then was satisfied with the safeguards
available. The technology platform’s stance may perhaps even lead to a legal challenge to the
provisions of the Section. On the other hand, while there are many grounds on which this
Government’s handling of the farm protests can be criticised, including its hyper-sensitivity to
any criticism, reflected in the FIRs filed against many journalists, it has to be unequivocally said
that the hashtag that it wanted blocked was not merely distasteful but seriously problematic, and
indefensible on the grounds of freedom of speech. In a very sensitive setting, one that at least at
one point was simmering with the potential for large-scale violence, provocation of any kind is
unacceptable. What further happens in this face-off will be of interest not just for the two parties
but for the governments of the world as well as the platforms of the world.

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/farmers-protest-govt-issues-notice-to-twitter-warns-of-penal-action/article33739720.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/twitter-blocks-several-accounts-posting-messages-in-support-of-farmers-stir-restores-most-of-them-later/article33717312.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-strikes-down-section-66-a-of-the-it-act-finds-it-unconstitutional/article10740659.ece
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A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days free trial Sign Up

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-05

A YEAR ON, MIND THE GAPS IN THE PANDEMIC
RESPONSE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

January 30, 2021 marked one year since India detected its first case of COVID-19 — a student
in Kerala who had returned from Wuhan, China.

Analysing the country’s response to the novel coronavirus pandemic so far reveals a mixed bag
of successes and failures along with a host of unknowns looming ahead, that urgently need to
be addressed to both limit damage due to the pandemic and get back to the path of economic
and social recovery.

Also read | India's COVID-19 response saved over 1 lakh lives: Economic Survey

Till date the country has recorded 1,07,90,183 cases and 1,54,703 deaths due to COVID-19 —
the second largest in the world in terms of cases, after the United States, and fourth in terms of
deaths.

Official statistics show that India has fared better on rates of infections and deaths than many
higher income countries. For example, India’s case fatality ratio on February 3 stood at 1.4%
compared to 2.8% in the United Kingdom or 3.1% in South Africa, while India’s deaths per
million is 112, compared to 1,362 in the United States, 1,486 in Italy, or 1,831 in Belgium.

However, it has not done so well compared to countries of similar income and demography in
South Asia. While India’s case fatalities ratio was lower than Bangladesh (1.5%) and Pakistan
(2.1%) it was but significantly higher than Bhutan (0.1%), Nepal (0.7%), the Maldives (0.3%) and
Sri Lanka (0.5%). Deaths due to COVID-19 per million population in Bangladesh was 50,
Pakistan was 54 and Sri Lanka was just 16, lower than in India.

India’s initial response was marked by political commitment at the highest level, with several
steps taken early in screening international travellers, restricting inbound traffic from severely
affected countries, and preparing quarantine facilities for those testing positive. However, like
with many other countries, India too has not been able to figure out till now what the best way to
open its borders to normal travellers is while keeping out those carrying COVID-19 infection,
particularly the new more virulent strains.

Economic Survey 2021 | Agility key to countering pandemics

India was also among the few countries to announce a stringent nationwide lockdown much
before it had a significant number of cases. The U.K. and the U.S. hesitated to impose a
lockdown, costing many lives due to their late response. However, the Indian lockdown was
imposed at very short notice without stating the strategy or specific objectives.

To begin with, there was no evidence-based justification provided for such a sudden imposition
of the lockdown without any lead time, nor was its purpose clearly communicated to the public.
Was the lockdown meant to eliminate the epidemic through contact treatment, isolation and
case management? Was the valuable time gained to be used to strengthen the health system
and prepare for the expected rise in cases?

Ultimately when India ended up lifting the lockdown, cases were already rising rapidly with

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indias-first-coronavirus-infection-confirmed-in-kerala/article30691004.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indias-covid-response-saved-over-1-lakh-lives-economic-survey/article33696440.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-announces-21-day-lockdown-as-covid-19-toll-touches-10/article31156691.ece
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confirmed cases per million people going further from 200 on June 9, 2020 to 7,454 on January
1, 2021.

Unfortunately, the lockdown was also marked by excessive dependence on security forces to
ensure enforcement of physical distancing measures and quarantine-related restrictions. An
unintended offshoot of the lockdown was the large-scale exodus of migrants and families forced
to walk hundreds of kilometres back to their homes in the countryside. Dozens died in the
exodus, with many in horrific road accidents. There were also deaths due to lack of sufficient
food, drinking water and the sheer stress of travelling. Their plight highlighted the lack of a social
safety-net for poor Indians both from before as well as during the pandemic.

Lockdown displaces lakhs of migrants

In terms of lessons learnt, there are many. First, in the context of the country’s federal structure,
no public health response can be successful without ownership at the state level. The lack of
consultation with State governments saw many of them implementing COVID-19 response
policies hesitantly without much initiative or innovation. This experience has however not
prompted any rethink of the top-down approach towards States at the national level.

Second, in all epidemic responses, generation and use of strategic information plays a crucial
role. Given India’s global reputation as a software superpower, the pandemic would have been
an ideal staging ground for fast-tracking plans to create an integrated digital health information
system to improve the efficiency and transparency of the COVID-19 response. The Integrated
Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP), India’s national disease surveillance framework, was
not visible throughout the response. While the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)
carried out selective sero-surveillance studies in metropolitan areas, these surveys were limited
in coverage and periodicity. It is therefore still a matter of guesswork as to what percentage of
India’s population have been infected with the virus — an indicator of herd immunity.

Also read | One in five Indians have been exposed to coronavirus, ICMR survey finds

The response was also marked by a lack of involvement of civil society organisations as
partners with state agencies. On earlier occasions such as polio eradication and AIDS response,
civil society played an important preventive and promotional role in bringing the infections under
control. It goes to the credit of many civil society organisations that they voluntarily stepped into
the response and played a meaningful role in providing social support and lobbying with funding
organisations such as the Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM) to provide
social support to affected families.

Coronavirus | Opeds and editorials

As India joins the select group of vaccine-producing countries, there is light at the end of the
tunnel. With health-care workers, frontline workers, people above 50 and those with underlying
health conditions covered by the vaccination programme launched in mid-January 2021, it can
be expected that the epidemic would slow down. However, here again the end game strategy for
the vaccination programme remains unclear, raising questions about whether its benefits will be
sustainable in the long term.

Another critical unknown in India’s COVID-19 response is over its plans to revive the economy
and restore livelihoods of millions of people, who are today in danger of starvation and for whom
even basic health care has become unaffordable. The pandemic period has exacerbated
existing social inequalities and the poor face a ‘lost decade’ ahead, a challenge which needs to
be addressed on priority.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-one-in-five-indians-have-been-exposed-to-coronavirus-icmr-survey-finds/article33751083.ece?homepage=true
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Also read | Indian billionaires increased their wealth by 35% during the lockdown, says Oxfam
report

There is an urgent need to examine all these critical gaps in the response to the pandemic,
whether they occurred through acts of omission or commission. Without such an open inquiry
and widespread debate, India will miss yet another chance to learn the right lessons and ensure
a more robust, well-thought out and humane response to similar crises in future.

J.V.R. Prasada Rao is a former Health Secretary, Government of India. Amartya Chowdhury is
Research Assistant, H.P. Ghosh Research Centre, Bandhan-Konnagar, Kolkata
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
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We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.
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A PRISONER’S TRAGEDY, A NATION’S SHAME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

Perarivalan has been in prison for almost 30 years for his role in the assassination of Rajiv
Gandhi during the 1991 election campaign. At the heart of the injustice being inflicted on
Perarivalan is that government agencies have continued to insist on his incarceration despite
being unsure of his role. It really is a classic case of state agencies being unable to identify and
arrest those at the heart of the conspiracy while sacrificing the lives of those who might have
had a peripheral role at worst.

The charges of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) against Perarivalan for terrorist
offences under the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act, or TADA, were upheld by
the trial court along with the conspiracy to commit murder under the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
Over the course of many rounds of litigation, his conviction only for the conspiracy to commit
murder under the IPC has been sustained and he has served 30 years as part of his life
imprisonment sentence (his death sentence was commuted in February 2014). But that
procedural narration does not capture the profound injustice of Perarivalan’s incarceration.

Also read | Tamil Nadu Governor declines to take call on convict Perarivalan’s plea

At the core of his conviction is his confession to a police officer, a violent legacy of the TADA
that was carried forward under the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA). While confessions to a
police officer are inadmissible as evidence under the Indian Evidence Act (to protect people from
coerced police confessions), terrorism legislations such as TADA and POTA made confessions
to the police admissible as long as it was made to an officer not lower than the rank of
Superintendent of Police.

The CBI’s main weapon against Perarivalan was his confession to V. Thiagarajan (SP, CBI)
where he allegedly confessed to his role in procuring a car battery for the main conspirator and
purchasing two 9-volt batteries that were used in making the bomb to assassinate Rajiv Gandhi.
All of this was damning until Mr. Thiagarajan came out in November 2013 and made the startling
revelation that he had not recorded Perarivalan’s ‘confession’ accurately.

In a sworn affidavit filed before the Supreme Court in December 2017, Mr. Thiagarajan stated
that he had omitted to record Perarivalan’s statement that he did not know the purpose for which
the battery was being procured. It was a glaring omission that completely changed the nature of
Perarivalan’s involvement. In effect, Perarivalan was convicted based on a manipulated
confession to a police officer.

Also read | Delay in Perarivalan case ‘extraordinary’, says Supreme Court

It is incredible that despite the Supreme Court dropping the TADA charges, his confession which
was admissible only due to provisions of the TADA was then used to convict him for IPC
offences. Beyond the untenable legal basis of Perarivalan’s conviction, details of the broader
investigation into Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination only exacerbates the injustice. Justice M.C.
Jain’s Report (Jain Commission Inquiry) to Parliament in March 1998 identified massive gaps in
the CBI’s investigation, including lack of clarity on the source and the making of the bomb.

To address these concerns, the CBI constituted the Multi-Disciplinary Monitoring Agency
(MDMA) in December 1998 to conduct further investigations into the larger conspiracy and the
origins of the human belt bomb used in the assassination. Over two decades, the MDMA has

https://www.thehindu.com/specials/Rajiv-Gandhi-assassination-case-convicts-25-years-of-incarceration/article14416721.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-verdict-holds-out-hope-for-rajiv-case-convicts/article5701863.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/rajiv-gandhi-assassination-case-tamil-nadu-governor-declines-to-take-call-on-convict-perarivalans-plea/article33753263.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/former-cbi-official-says-he-did-not-record-perarivalans-confession-verbatim/article5384370.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/former-cbi-official-says-he-did-not-record-perarivalans-confession-verbatim/article5384370.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/omitted-parts-of-perarivalans-confession-as-it-may-have-freed-him-from-blame-former-cbi-officer-to-sc/article20443240.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/delay-in-perarivalan-case-extraordinary-says-supreme-court/article33617869.ece
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been submitting reports in sealed covers to the TADA Court and Perarivalan has been denied
access to these. However, the MDMA has repeatedly stated that Perarivalan and the other
accused are not part of these ongoing investigations. In essence, we have a situation where
there is an acknowledgment at the highest levels that the origins and the making of the bomb
remain unknown, and yet Perarivalan continues to be in prison for purchasing batteries whose
use remains a mystery.

Despite all these indications of tenuous connections to the larger conspiracy, Perarivalan and
his mother, Arputham, have been on a tireless crusade to end his incarceration. Having served
30 years of life imprisonment for the conspiracy to murder, his effort to get a remission under the
Code Of Criminal Procedure was rejected by the Central Government in April 2018.

However, Perarivalan continued to be entitled to have his pardon considered by the Governor of
Tamil Nadu under Article 161 of the Constitution. His application for a pardon had been pending
with the Governor since December 2015 and under the Constitution, the Governor is bound by
the aid and advice of the State government in the exercise of pardon powers.

Meanwhile, the central government employed obfuscation as a strategy to prolong Perarivalan’s
incarceration. Having initially maintained that the issue of pardon was solely between the
Governor and Perarivalan, the Centre took a constitutionally untenable argument before the
Supreme Court in December 2020 that it was the President of India who had the power to
consider Perarivalan’s pardon.

Then on January 21, the Centre submitted to the Supreme Court that the Governor would take a
decision on Perarivalan’s pardon within a matter of days.

On February 4, the Centre informed the Court that the Governor had finally considered
Perarivalan’s pardon and had decided that the President alone had the power to consider such
an application. It is a shocking abdication of a constitutional duty and a blatantly unconstitutional
manoeuvre to ignore the advice of the State government, which the Governor is constitutionally
bound to follow.

Perarivalan was 19 years old when he was imprisoned, and 30 years later is still fighting for his
freedom. In those 30 years, he has earned BCA and MCA degrees from the Indira Gandhi
National Open University along with completing a whole host of certificate courses involving two
wheeler mechanics, managerial skills, nutrition etc. In his book, An Appeal from the Death Row,
Perarivalan says the MDMA will ultimately find that he had nothing to do with making the bomb.
He then asks us, who can ever give him back his life. We must ask ourselves why Perarivalan
continues to be incarcerated when we know that his confession was manipulated, that the
government agencies themselves admit not knowing the origins of the bomb, and that
Perarivalan is not part of the investigations on the bomb. Is it our fear that releasing Perarivalan
would be a collective admission of our failure to successfully investigate the assassination of a
former Prime Minister? It is cruel to ask Perarivalan to pay for our failures with his own life.

Anup Surendranath and Trisha Chandran are with Project 39A at National Law University, Delhi.
The views expressed are personal
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-06

THE OVERALL OBJECTIVE OF THE “NAIROSHNI”
SCHEME IS TO EMBOLDEN THE MINORITY WOMEN TO
MOVE OUT OF THE CONFINES OF THEIR HOMES AND
COMMUNITY AND ASSUME LEADERSHIP ROLES IN
SOCIETY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

“NAI ROSHNI SCHEME”

 “NaiRoshni”, a scheme for Leadership Development of Minority Women is being
implemented across India with an aim to empower and instill confidence in women by
providing knowledge, tools and techniques for interacting with Government systems,
banks and other institutions at all levels. This includes empowerment of the trainee
women so that they become independent and confident members of the society. The
overall objective of the scheme is to embolden the minority women to move out of the
confines of their homes and community and assume leadership roles in society. The
scheme provides for six days training programme followed by handholding for a period
of one year. The training is provided on various pre-designed Training modules covering
issues relating to women viz. Leadership of Women through participation in decision
making, Educational Programmes for women, Health and Hygiene, Legal rights of
women, Financial Literacy, Digital Literacy, Swachh Bharat, Life Skills, and Advocacy for
Social and Behaviourial change.  The number of minority women benefitted State wise
/UT wise under the scheme is given in Annexure (below).

The Scheme is being implemented through Non-Governmental Organisations empanelled under
the  NaiRoshni Scheme as per scheme guidelines in force.

While NaiRoshni scheme targets women beneficiaries specifically, other schemes of the Ministry
also lay lot of emphasis on minority women. In SeekhoAurKamao (Learn & Earn) Scheme, 33%
of the total beneficiaries are women. Similarly in NaiManzilscheme , 30% of the total
beneficiaries are women. These schemes help in economic empowerment of the Minority
women.

 

Annexure:

State wise no of trainees trained under the Scheme – Leadership Development of Minority
Women (NaiRoshni)

Sr. No

States

Total trainees covered

1
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Andhra Pradesh

6500

2

Arunachal Pradesh

625

3

Assam

22175

4

Bihar

9775

5

Chhattisgarh

2700

6

Delhi

4800

7

Gujarat

3900

8

Haryana

1850

9

Himachal Pradesh

500

10
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Jammu & Kashmir

2525

11

Jharkhand

5375

12

Karnataka

9700

13

Kerala

5350

14

Madhya Pradesh

41775

15

Maharashtra

6975

16

Manipur

6975

17

Meghalaya

125

18

Nagaland

1700

19
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Odisha

6250

20

Punjab

3275

21

Rajasthan

17500

22

Sikkim

400

23

Telangana

1025

24

Tripura

850

25

Tamil Nadu

5200

26

Uttar Pradesh

215275

27

Uttrakhand

10640

28
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West Bengal

8475

 

Total

402215

This information was given by Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in
the Lok Sabha on February 04, 2021.

 

*****

NAo/KGS/(MoMA _LSQ-555)

“NAI ROSHNI SCHEME”

 “NaiRoshni”, a scheme for Leadership Development of Minority Women is being
implemented across India with an aim to empower and instill confidence in women by
providing knowledge, tools and techniques for interacting with Government systems,
banks and other institutions at all levels. This includes empowerment of the trainee
women so that they become independent and confident members of the society. The
overall objective of the scheme is to embolden the minority women to move out of the
confines of their homes and community and assume leadership roles in society. The
scheme provides for six days training programme followed by handholding for a period
of one year. The training is provided on various pre-designed Training modules covering
issues relating to women viz. Leadership of Women through participation in decision
making, Educational Programmes for women, Health and Hygiene, Legal rights of
women, Financial Literacy, Digital Literacy, Swachh Bharat, Life Skills, and Advocacy for
Social and Behaviourial change.  The number of minority women benefitted State wise
/UT wise under the scheme is given in Annexure (below).

The Scheme is being implemented through Non-Governmental Organisations empanelled under
the  NaiRoshni Scheme as per scheme guidelines in force.

While NaiRoshni scheme targets women beneficiaries specifically, other schemes of the Ministry
also lay lot of emphasis on minority women. In SeekhoAurKamao (Learn & Earn) Scheme, 33%
of the total beneficiaries are women. Similarly in NaiManzilscheme , 30% of the total
beneficiaries are women. These schemes help in economic empowerment of the Minority
women.

 

Annexure:

State wise no of trainees trained under the Scheme – Leadership Development of Minority
Women (NaiRoshni)

Sr. No
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States

Total trainees covered

1

Andhra Pradesh

6500

2

Arunachal Pradesh

625

3

Assam

22175

4

Bihar

9775

5

Chhattisgarh

2700

6

Delhi

4800

7

Gujarat

3900

8

Haryana

1850

9
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Himachal Pradesh

500

10

Jammu & Kashmir

2525

11

Jharkhand

5375

12

Karnataka

9700

13

Kerala

5350

14

Madhya Pradesh

41775

15

Maharashtra

6975

16

Manipur

6975

17

Meghalaya

125

18
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Nagaland

1700

19

Odisha

6250

20

Punjab

3275

21

Rajasthan

17500

22

Sikkim

400

23

Telangana

1025

24

Tripura

850

25

Tamil Nadu

5200

26

Uttar Pradesh

215275

27
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Uttrakhand

10640

28

West Bengal

8475

 

Total

402215

This information was given by Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in
the Lok Sabha on February 04, 2021.

 

*****

NAo/KGS/(MoMA _LSQ-555)
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-06

SEXUAL HARRASSMENT OF WOMEN AT WORKPLACE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Government of India enacted ‘The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013’ (SH Act) with the aim to provide safe and
secure work environment to women working in organised or unorganised sector. The Act casts
an obligation to constitute Internal Committee (IC)/ Local Committees (LCs) for receiving
complaints of sexual harassment at workplace.

The Ministry of Women and Child Development has developed a handbook and a training
module for effective implementation/ awareness of the SH Act. In addition, government issues
advisories from time to time to all State Governments/ UT Administrations, Ministries/
Departments of Government of India and business associations/ Chambers to ensure effective
implementation of the Act. Further, an online complaint management system titled the Sexual
Harassment electronic–Box (SHe-Box, www.shebox.nic.in) has been put in place for registering
complaints related to sexual harassment of women at workplace. The Department of Personnel
and Training, Government of India has also issued advisories to all the Central Ministries/
Departments to complete the inquiry in a time bound manner and to include the information
related to number of cases filed/ disposed under the SH Act in their annual report.

Apart from  this, on 31st July 2018, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs has amended the
Companies (Accounts) Rules, 2014 for mandatory inclusion of a statement in the Report of the
Board of Directors about compliance with the provisions relating to the constitution of IC under
the SH Act .

This information was given by the Minister of Women and Child Development, Shri Smriti Zubin
Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

****

BY/TFK

The Government of India enacted ‘The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013’ (SH Act) with the aim to provide safe and
secure work environment to women working in organised or unorganised sector. The Act casts
an obligation to constitute Internal Committee (IC)/ Local Committees (LCs) for receiving
complaints of sexual harassment at workplace.

The Ministry of Women and Child Development has developed a handbook and a training
module for effective implementation/ awareness of the SH Act. In addition, government issues
advisories from time to time to all State Governments/ UT Administrations, Ministries/
Departments of Government of India and business associations/ Chambers to ensure effective
implementation of the Act. Further, an online complaint management system titled the Sexual
Harassment electronic–Box (SHe-Box, www.shebox.nic.in) has been put in place for registering
complaints related to sexual harassment of women at workplace. The Department of Personnel
and Training, Government of India has also issued advisories to all the Central Ministries/
Departments to complete the inquiry in a time bound manner and to include the information
related to number of cases filed/ disposed under the SH Act in their annual report.
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Apart from  this, on 31st July 2018, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs has amended the
Companies (Accounts) Rules, 2014 for mandatory inclusion of a statement in the Report of the
Board of Directors about compliance with the provisions relating to the constitution of IC under
the SH Act .

This information was given by the Minister of Women and Child Development, Shri Smriti Zubin
Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

****

BY/TFK
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-06

SAKHI/ONE STOP CENTRES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

733 One Stop Centres (OSCs) have been approved for 730 districts, out of which. 700 have
become operational in 35 States/ UTs. As per the Scheme guidelines, the women affected by
violence and in distress are provided with a range of integrated services under one roof
including police facilitation, medical aid, legal aid and legal counseling, psycho-social counseling
and temporary shelter at these centres. The State/UT-wise details of sanctioned and operational
OSCs are at Annexure-I.  As per scheme guidelines, for smooth functioning of the centres, the
responsibility of appointment/ recruitment/ selection of empanelled agencies/ individuals to
provide legal counselling/ Medical aid/ psycho-social counselling etc. lies with the district
administration of the respective States/ UTs.

This information was given by the Minister of Women and Child Development, Shri Smriti Zubin
Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

****

 

BY/TFK

 

Annexure-I

 

STATE/ UT-WISE DETAILS OF SANCTIONED AND OPERATIONAL ONE STOP CENTRES
(OSCs)

Sl. No.

State/ UTs

Number of

Sanctioned OSCs

Number of Operational OSCs

1

Andaman & Nicobar Islands (UT)

3

3
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2

Andhra Pradesh

14

13

3

Arunachal Pradesh

25

24

4

Assam

33

33

5

Bihar

38

38

6

Chandigarh (UT)

1

1

7

Chhattisgarh

27

27

8

Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu (UT)
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3

3

9

Goa

11

11

10

Gujarat

2

2

11

Haryana

33

33

12

Himachal Pradesh

22

22

13

Jammu & Kashmir (UT)
 

12

12

14

Jharkhand

20

20
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15

Karnataka

24

24

16

Kerala

30

30

17

Lakshadweep (UT)

14

14

18

Ladakh (UT)

2

1

19
 

Madhya Pradesh

1

1

20

Maharashtra

52

51

21

Manipur
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37

37

22

Meghalaya

16

16

23

Mizoram

11

11

24

Nagaland

8

8

25

NCT of Delhi (UT)

11

11

26

Odisha

30

30

27

Puducherry (UT)

4

4

28
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Punjab

22

22

29
 

Rajasthan

33

33

30

Sikkim

4

4

31

Tamil Nadu

38

32

32

Telangana

33

33

33

Tripura

8

8

34

Uttar Pradesh

75
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75

35

Uttarakhand

13

13

36

West Bengal

23

0

 

Total

733

700

 

****

733 One Stop Centres (OSCs) have been approved for 730 districts, out of which. 700 have
become operational in 35 States/ UTs. As per the Scheme guidelines, the women affected by
violence and in distress are provided with a range of integrated services under one roof
including police facilitation, medical aid, legal aid and legal counseling, psycho-social counseling
and temporary shelter at these centres. The State/UT-wise details of sanctioned and operational
OSCs are at Annexure-I.  As per scheme guidelines, for smooth functioning of the centres, the
responsibility of appointment/ recruitment/ selection of empanelled agencies/ individuals to
provide legal counselling/ Medical aid/ psycho-social counselling etc. lies with the district
administration of the respective States/ UTs.

This information was given by the Minister of Women and Child Development, Shri Smriti Zubin
Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

****

 

BY/TFK
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Annexure-I

 

STATE/ UT-WISE DETAILS OF SANCTIONED AND OPERATIONAL ONE STOP CENTRES
(OSCs)

Sl. No.

State/ UTs

Number of

Sanctioned OSCs

Number of Operational OSCs

1

Andaman & Nicobar Islands (UT)

3

3

2

Andhra Pradesh

14

13

3

Arunachal Pradesh

25

24

4

Assam

33

33

5

Bihar
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38

38

6

Chandigarh (UT)

1

1

7

Chhattisgarh

27

27

8

Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu (UT)
 

3

3

9

Goa

11

11

10

Gujarat

2

2

11

Haryana

33

33
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12

Himachal Pradesh

22

22

13

Jammu & Kashmir (UT)
 

12

12

14

Jharkhand

20

20

15

Karnataka

24

24

16

Kerala

30

30

17

Lakshadweep (UT)

14

14

18

Ladakh (UT)
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2

1

19
 

Madhya Pradesh

1

1

20

Maharashtra

52

51

21

Manipur

37

37

22

Meghalaya

16

16

23

Mizoram

11

11

24

Nagaland

8

8
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25

NCT of Delhi (UT)

11

11

26

Odisha

30

30

27

Puducherry (UT)

4

4

28

Punjab

22

22

29
 

Rajasthan

33

33

30

Sikkim

4

4

31

Tamil Nadu
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38

32

32

Telangana

33

33

33

Tripura

8

8

34

Uttar Pradesh

75

75

35

Uttarakhand

13

13

36

West Bengal

23

0

 

Total

733

700
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-07

‘INDIA NOW PHARMACY OF WORLD’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has said the Indian economy is poised to grow by about
11% despite the COVID-19 crisis.

“It is not only the pent-up demand that is set to rebound but there is also the prospect of new
growth in the post-COVID-19 era as per the Reserve Bank of India’s monetary policy for FY
2021-22,” Mr. Jaishankar told presspersons at the BJP State office here on Saturday.

On the stand-off in Eastern Ladakh, Mr. Jaishankar said military commanders of India and China
had held nine rounds of negotiations to ease tensions following an agreement on the
disengagement of troops.

‘Progress made’

“I believe some progress has been made but there is no visible expression of that on the ground.
But talks will continue,” he said.

“While according priority to the infrastructure, manufacturing and healthcare sectors, efforts are
on to increase investments in the agriculture sector and giving the much-needed push to
liquidity, productivity, and credit flow where needed,” the Minister said.

Bad banks would take care of the non-performing assets that pushed some banks into an
existential crisis, he said.

By converting the crisis into an opportunity, he said, India became the “pharmacy of the world”
by supplying medicines such as paracetamol and hydroxychloroquine to countries across the
globe. Besides, the number of manufacturers of ventilators had increased to 25 and there were
16,000 COVID treatment centres.

Thousands of industrial units were making masks and personal protection equipment.

Meeting in Moscow

Mr. Jaishankar said Defence Minister Rajnath Singh had met his Chinese counterpart in
Moscow last year and he had interactions with top Chinese Foreign Ministry officials too.

It was then resolved to disengage in some areas but since it is a complicated process, it might
take some more time for things to fructify, he suggested.

On the regime change in Washington and its implications, Mr. Jaishankar said Mr. Modi had
earned a lot of respect in the U.S. since his visit to that country when Barack Obama was the
President, Joe Biden the Vice-President and Antony Blinken the Deputy Secretary of State. “We
still have an appeal and relationships that transcend politics,” he added.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-07

FSSAI CAPS TRANS FATS IN FOOD PRODUCTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Trans-fatty acids are created in an industrial process that adds hydrogen to liquid vegetable oils
to make them more solid, increase shelf life of food items and for use as an adulterant as they
are cheap. They are present in baked, fried and processed foods as well as adulterated ghee,
which becomes solid at room temperature. They are the most harmful form of fats as they clog
arteries and cause hypertension, heart attacks and other cardiovascular diseases. As per the
WHO, approximately 5.4 lakh deaths take place each year globally because of intake of
industrially produced trans-fatty acids. The WHO has called for the elimination of industrially
produced trans-fatty acids from the global food supply by 2023.

“The latest amendments to FSSAI rules signal the completion of the process of regulating
transfats in India. The move will make a big difference to the harm caused by this unwanted
ingredient. This allows FSSAI and the State-level food safety machineries to focus on
implementation and enforcement of the regulations,” said Ashim Sanyal, COO of Consumer
Voice.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-02-08

UP GOVT ANNOUNCES A UNIQUE 16-DIGIT UNICODE
TO IDENTIFY LANDHOLDINGS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh government has introduced a system of issuing a unique 16-digit
Unicode to mark all kinds of landholdings in the state, an official said on Sunday.

Every piece of land in the state will have its own unique identity from now onwards that would
check cases of land disputes and save people from falling into the trap of fraudsters, an official
spokesman said.

The revenue department will be issuing the Unicode for marking all kinds of agricultural,
residential and commercial land and a person will now be able to know the details of the land
with a single click, he said.

The Unicode number of the land will be 16 digits with the first six digits based on the population
of the land, the next 4 digits determining the unique identity of the land. The digits from 11 to 14
will be the number of the division of the land. The last 2 digits will have the details of the
category, through which, the agricultural, residential and commercial land will be identified.

The Unicode will put an end to fake registries of the disputed land and the scheme is being
implemented across the state. The work has started in most of the districts.

While the Unicode assessment for plots has started in all revenue villages, the work of marking
the disputed plots in the computerised management system is being done by the revenue
courts, he said.
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MEN ACCESS MENTAL HEALTH HELPLINE MORE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Seventy per cent of callers to a mental health rehabilitation helpline launched, in September
2020 by the Social Justice and Empowerment (SJE) Ministry, were men according to an internal
report of the Ministry accessed by The Hindu. About 32% of those who reached out were
students.

The Kiran helpline (1800-599-0019) of the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwD) of the Ministry was launched on September 7 by SJE Minister
Thaawarchand Gehlot. From September 16, 2020 to January 15, the helpline received 13,550
new calls, of which 70.5% were from males and 29.5% from females, the report said.

A total of 1,618 follow-up calls were fielded by the mental health professionals of the helpline, it
said.

The majority of callers (75.5%) were in the age group of 15 to 40 years, while 18.1% were older,
in the 41 to 60 age group, it said.

Categorising the callers, the report said, 65.9% had “milder nature of distress”, while 26.5%
were “moderately distressed” and 7.6% were “severely distressed”. The report said 32.3% of the
callers were students, 15.2% were self-employed, 27.1% were employed, 23.3% were
unemployed, 1.4% were home-makers and 0.7% did not reveal the information.

While most of the callers (78.2%) sought help for themselves, others reached out for their
parents, siblings, spouse and others.

“Majorly the challenges faced by the callers were related to anxiety (28.5%) and depression
(25.5%); while few others included pandemic-related challenges (7.8%), suicidal tendency
(2.8%), substance abuse (3.4%) and others miscellaneous (32%),” the report said.

Most of the calls were from the North zone (40.32%), followed by West (27.08%), South
(16.99%), East (11.28%) and North East (4.33%), the report said.

An DEPwD official said the number of calls to the helpline had increased to 15,170 till January
31, while there had been 1,978 follow-up cases.

Speaking to The Hindu on condition of anonymity, a clinical psychologist of the DEPwD working
on the helpline said most of the calls had been from “young adults”. Students were facing
anxiety and depression due to the uncertainty about their future and lack of interaction with
peers during the COVID-19 pandemic, the psychologist said.

Another psychologist working at regional centre of the DEPwD fielding calls from Haryana, said
students were the largest group of callers. The psychologist added that women from rural areas
had reached out to the helpline with complaints of anxiety and disturbances within families.

The 24/7 helpline offers early screening, psychological first-aid, psychological support, distress
management, mental well-being, psychological crisis management services and referrals to
mental health experts and is operated by 81 front-line professionals, apart from volunteer
psychiatrists, clinical and rehabilitation psychologists, the Ministry report said.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-08

THE COST OF INTERNET SHUTDOWNS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability

including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

The movement led by farmers against the Central government’s agricultural laws has become a
part of our national and international discourse. Keeping aside the merits and demerits of the
contentious legislation, the manner in which the Centre introduced the Bills and its actions
towards countering the movement have raised plenty of concerns.

A principal concern among these has been the recurrent shutdowns, ordered by the Ministry of
Home Affairs, of Internet services around many border areas of NCR since the unruly incidents
on January 26. Unfortunately, these blockages are not new. India shuts down Internet services
more than any other democracy in the world. The past four years have seen over 400 such
shutdowns. Many parts of Jammu and Kashmir saw a partial restoration of digital services after
a long period of 223 days — the longest Internet shutdown across the world — since the
abrogation of Article 370 in the erstwhile State. Many, including UN rights groups, termed these
shutdowns a form of collective punishment for people, and an overreach of governments on
citizens’ rights and liberties.

Internet shutdowns in 2020 costs India $2.8 billion

Currently, Indian laws have vague provisions for suspending telecommunication services,
including the Internet, during times of public emergencies, or, if required, for protecting ‘public
interest’. Meanwhile, the Supreme Court had declared in January 2020 that the right to access
the Internet is one of our fundamental rights, alongside the freedom to carry on any trade,
business or occupation over the medium of Internet, under Article 19 of the Constitution.

The impact of shutdowns becomes even more pronounced during a pandemic. During the
COVID-19 outbreak, the ones with good connectivity and know-how of digital tools were able to
carry on with their lives with relatively fewer disruptions. Meanwhile, the ones without digital
literacy or connectivity found themselves completely left out of all social and economic systems.

Blanket bans on digital connectivity during the COVID-19 crisis may breed deep-rooted societal
difficulties. The most vulnerable among us may be cut off from health and welfare alerts; there
could be breaks in vital digital services, including those currently being used by hospitals to
monitor the well-being of their patients at risk of infection, including the elderly, and pregnant
women; students may lose access to avenues of learning as classes shift online; journalists may
find it impossible to do ground-reporting from already volatile areas.

Also read | Restoration of 4G services will boost economic recovery in J&K: Trade bodies

Today, almost all white-collar employment sectors, including IT, financial and consulting
services, are encouraging their employees to work from home. Internet shutdowns will freeze
economic activity in affected areas and cause large-scale disruptions in economic output. India
is estimated to have lost over 20,000 crore in 2020 because of Internet shutdowns. Despite the
costs and inconveniences involved, the shutdowns, on very rare occasions, do become
necessary evils. However, it is hard to classify the ones initiated by the Central government in
recent years under those categories.

Internet bans should be a last resort and must be enforced following well-formulated protocols.
Emergency response and relief systems for the vulnerable have to then work in parallel.

https://frontline.thehindu.com/dispatches/india-restricted-internet-access-more-than-any-country-lost-28-billion-global-survey/article33537173.ece
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Upgrading cyber divisions of law enforcement agencies with new-age innovations may offer
several alternatives. The use of some of these technologies, including mass surveillance
systems and communication interceptors, also presents its own ethical dilemmas.

As the pace of globalisation, digitisation and connectivity accelerates, balancing civil liberties
with security concerns will become an increasingly difficult task. Governments, especially in
democracies, will have to create modern, independent institutions that have the authority and
expertise to create frameworks that meet these challenges, without falling back on measures
that result in state overreach.

Anil K. Antony is the national co-coordinator of AICC’s social media department, and the
national coordinator of PIIndia.org
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-09

A PROVISION OF RS.200 CRORES HAS BEEN MADE
FOR A NEW SCHEME-SVAMITVA UNDER PANCHAYATI
RAJ MINISTRY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

A total of Rs.913.43 crore has been provided to Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR) in budget
2021-22 which marks 32% increase over the revised estimate of 2020-21. The major part of it
of Rs.593 crores is provided under the Scheme Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA), a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme that aims to strengthen Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) for
achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with main focus on convergence with
Mission Antyodaya through capacity building of the rural local governments. The infrastructure
facilities like Panchayat Bhawans, computer & broadband connectivity, trained manpower etc.
and providing quality training to the elected representatives and other functionaries of the PRIs
are the principal components of RGSA.

A provision of Rs.200 crores has been made for a new scheme-SVAMITVA to provide the
‘record of rights’ to village household owners possessing houses in inhabited rural areas in
villages and issuance of property cards to the property owners through survey of village areas
with help of drone technology by Survey of India.

The Pilot phase of SVAMITVA had been approved with Budget Outlay of Rs.79.65 crore.
During the Pilot Phase, the scheme is being implemented in 9 States viz. Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Punjab, Rajasthan and
Andhra Pradesh. Till 31st January, 2021 Drone Survey has been completed in about 23,300
villages. Property Cards have been prepared and distributed/under distribution to about 2.30
lakh property holders of about 1,432 villages. Likewise, 210 CORS are being set up in the
States of Punjab, Rajasthan, Haryana and Madhya Pradesh. These are likely to be completed
and operationalized by March 2021. Survey of India has deployed about 130 Drone Teams in
the States and these are being slowly augmented with supply of ‘Made in India’ drones by
suppliers. It is expected that about 250 Drone Teams will be in place by March 2021. Steps are
being taken to deploy about 500 Drone Teams in the States/UTs in 2021-22.

 The Ministry has sent a proposal to Department of Expenditure with an outlay of Rs.566.23
crore for extending the scheme to rest of India to cover nearly 5.41 lakh villages. In 2021-22,
with budget provision of Rs. 200 crores, 16 States will be covered targeting 2.30 lakh villages.

The scheme covers multifarious aspects viz. facilitating monetisation of properties and
enabling bank loan; reducing property related disputes; comprehensive village level planning,
would be the stepping-stone towards achieving Gram Swaraj in true sense and making rural
India Atmanirbhar.

The drone requirements for SVAMITVA scheme has boosted the Drone Manufacturing
sector in India. The Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) have now developed Survey
Grade Drones and supply for 175 units had been given to “Make in India” product companies.
Survey of India (SoI), being technology partner for the implementation of the scheme, has been
working arduously to achieve Scheme targets.
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By 2022, SVAMITVA Scheme would ensure CORS network coverage across the Country.
The Continuous Operating Reference System (CORS) network, once established, are
usable by any State agency/ Department viz Revenue Department, Gram Panchayat (GP),
Public Works Department, Rural Development Department, Agriculture, Drainage & Canal,
Education, Electricity, Water, Health etc. for survey works and implementation of
schemes using GIS based applications. The CORS overhauls the Jarib / or traditional
survey system in the rural abadi area and provides accuracy upto 5 centimetre-level
horizontal positioning in real-time. The future update of the records can be easily done
with the use of the ROVERs.

Large Scale Mapping of rural abadi area survey under the Scheme generates high resolution
and accurate maps of the scale 1:500 that would facilitate creation of the most durable records
of property holdings in the rural abadi areas and support in comprehensive village level
planning.

Further, this is the first time ever that such a large-scale exercise involving most modern
technology is being carried out to benefit millions of rural property owners, covering all villages
across the Country.

Drone survey technology is the latest survey methodology which makes mapping activities
easier and more efficient. It reduces field time and survey costs to one-tenth and capture of
topographic data with a drone is much faster than with land-based methods. Taking into
cognizance the usability of this technology, many States like Haryana, Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka are surveying areas, in addition to rural abadi area. That is, however, not being
covered under SVAMITVA.

Also, the Scheme has uplifted generation of employment for skilled manpower. Due to the
huge requirement for GIS manpower, more than 600 GIS Digitizers have been engaged at
various Survey of India (SoI) offices and these numbers are increasing regularly based on their
requirements. As a result, numerous START-UPs and MSME service companies have started
augmenting their GIS manpower bench strength to cater to these requirements.

Towards the roll out of the Scheme (FY 2021-2024), States of Goa, Gujarat, Kerala and Odisha
have conveyed approval for the implementation of Scheme in the next Phase. Chhattisgarh and
Tripura have already signed a memorandum of understanding with the Survey of India. States of
Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh and Tamil Nadu are
actively considered to initiate the preparatory activities for the implementation of Scheme in the
next phase and discussions are on-going with these States.The Scheme has the potential to
transform rural India. Successful implementation of the Scheme has very large impact in
upliftment of rural economy.

APS/MG/JK                                    *******
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A total of Rs.913.43 crore has been provided to Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR) in budget
2021-22 which marks 32% increase over the revised estimate of 2020-21. The major part of it
of Rs.593 crores is provided under the Scheme Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA), a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme that aims to strengthen Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) for
achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with main focus on convergence with
Mission Antyodaya through capacity building of the rural local governments. The infrastructure
facilities like Panchayat Bhawans, computer & broadband connectivity, trained manpower etc.
and providing quality training to the elected representatives and other functionaries of the PRIs
are the principal components of RGSA.

A provision of Rs.200 crores has been made for a new scheme-SVAMITVA to provide the
‘record of rights’ to village household owners possessing houses in inhabited rural areas in
villages and issuance of property cards to the property owners through survey of village areas
with help of drone technology by Survey of India.

The Pilot phase of SVAMITVA had been approved with Budget Outlay of Rs.79.65 crore.
During the Pilot Phase, the scheme is being implemented in 9 States viz. Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Punjab, Rajasthan and
Andhra Pradesh. Till 31st January, 2021 Drone Survey has been completed in about 23,300
villages. Property Cards have been prepared and distributed/under distribution to about 2.30
lakh property holders of about 1,432 villages. Likewise, 210 CORS are being set up in the
States of Punjab, Rajasthan, Haryana and Madhya Pradesh. These are likely to be completed
and operationalized by March 2021. Survey of India has deployed about 130 Drone Teams in
the States and these are being slowly augmented with supply of ‘Made in India’ drones by
suppliers. It is expected that about 250 Drone Teams will be in place by March 2021. Steps are
being taken to deploy about 500 Drone Teams in the States/UTs in 2021-22.

 The Ministry has sent a proposal to Department of Expenditure with an outlay of Rs.566.23
crore for extending the scheme to rest of India to cover nearly 5.41 lakh villages. In 2021-22,
with budget provision of Rs. 200 crores, 16 States will be covered targeting 2.30 lakh villages.

The scheme covers multifarious aspects viz. facilitating monetisation of properties and
enabling bank loan; reducing property related disputes; comprehensive village level planning,
would be the stepping-stone towards achieving Gram Swaraj in true sense and making rural
India Atmanirbhar.

The drone requirements for SVAMITVA scheme has boosted the Drone Manufacturing
sector in India. The Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) have now developed Survey
Grade Drones and supply for 175 units had been given to “Make in India” product companies.
Survey of India (SoI), being technology partner for the implementation of the scheme, has been
working arduously to achieve Scheme targets.

By 2022, SVAMITVA Scheme would ensure CORS network coverage across the Country.
The Continuous Operating Reference System (CORS) network, once established, are
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usable by any State agency/ Department viz Revenue Department, Gram Panchayat (GP),
Public Works Department, Rural Development Department, Agriculture, Drainage & Canal,
Education, Electricity, Water, Health etc. for survey works and implementation of
schemes using GIS based applications. The CORS overhauls the Jarib / or traditional
survey system in the rural abadi area and provides accuracy upto 5 centimetre-level
horizontal positioning in real-time. The future update of the records can be easily done
with the use of the ROVERs.

Large Scale Mapping of rural abadi area survey under the Scheme generates high resolution
and accurate maps of the scale 1:500 that would facilitate creation of the most durable records
of property holdings in the rural abadi areas and support in comprehensive village level
planning.

Further, this is the first time ever that such a large-scale exercise involving most modern
technology is being carried out to benefit millions of rural property owners, covering all villages
across the Country.

Drone survey technology is the latest survey methodology which makes mapping activities
easier and more efficient. It reduces field time and survey costs to one-tenth and capture of
topographic data with a drone is much faster than with land-based methods. Taking into
cognizance the usability of this technology, many States like Haryana, Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka are surveying areas, in addition to rural abadi area. That is, however, not being
covered under SVAMITVA.

Also, the Scheme has uplifted generation of employment for skilled manpower. Due to the
huge requirement for GIS manpower, more than 600 GIS Digitizers have been engaged at
various Survey of India (SoI) offices and these numbers are increasing regularly based on their
requirements. As a result, numerous START-UPs and MSME service companies have started
augmenting their GIS manpower bench strength to cater to these requirements.

Towards the roll out of the Scheme (FY 2021-2024), States of Goa, Gujarat, Kerala and Odisha
have conveyed approval for the implementation of Scheme in the next Phase. Chhattisgarh and
Tripura have already signed a memorandum of understanding with the Survey of India. States of
Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh and Tamil Nadu are
actively considered to initiate the preparatory activities for the implementation of Scheme in the
next phase and discussions are on-going with these States.The Scheme has the potential to
transform rural India. Successful implementation of the Scheme has very large impact in
upliftment of rural economy.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-09

MINIMUM GOVERNMENT AND MAXIMUM
GOVERNANCE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Government of India, in 2008-09, had launched Digital India Land Records Modernization
Programme (DILRMP) - erstwhile National Land Records Modernization Programme to digitize
and modernize land records and develop a transparent and Integrated Land Information
Management System (ILIMS) in the country.

Substantial progress has been made under the Programme in the basic requirements of
Computerization of Land Records i.e. Record of Rights (RoR) completed more than 90% in 24
States/UTs (5,98,290 villages out of total 6,58,160 in the country); Cadastral Maps digitized
more than 90% in 22 States/UTs (1,09,10,525 maps out of total 1,60,69,413 maps);
Computerization of Registration completed more than 90% in 27 States/UTs (4,784 Sub-
Registrar Offices out of total 5,211 SROs) and Integration of SROs with Land Records
completed more than 90% in 19 States/UTs (3,844 SROs out of total 5,211 SROs). It is the
vision of the Department to complete computerization/digitisation of land records in entire
country by the Financial Year 2023-24. someInnovative initiatives taken under the DILRMP.

National Generic Document Registration System (NGDRS) - ‘One Nation One Software’
for registration of documents & properties to ‘empower citizens’ launched / under
implementation in 10 States / Union Territories namely Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Manipur, Mizoram and Punjab, benefiting 10.47 crore population.

Its benefits are reduction in land disputes, check on fraudulent transactions, SMS and email
enabled alerts related to transactions on property, external system integrations can be provided
as required (i.e. e-Sign, e-KYC, Payment Gateways, PAN Verification, ROR to fetch party
names for data standardization) and is expected to improve ranking of the country in Ease of
Doing Business at world level forum and provide ease of living to the people.

Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) - 14 digits Alpha–numeric unique ID
for each land parcel based on Geo reference coordinate of vertices of international
standard and compliance of Electronic Commerce Code Management Association
(ECCMA) standard and Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) standards. It will provide
compatibility so that all States can adopt it easily and help develop land bank and lead
towards Integrated Land Information Management System (ILIMS).

Its benefits are toensure uniqueness in all transactions and keep the land records always up-to-
date, link of all property transactions gets established, delivery of citizen services of land records
through a single window, sharing of land records data across departments, financial institutions
and all stakeholders, standardization at data and application level would bring in effective
integration and interoperability across departments.

Pilot testing has been successfully carried out in 11 States namely Bihar, Haryana, Jharkhand,
Odisha, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Sikkim, Andhra Pradesh and Goa.

APS/MG/JK                                                   ******
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Management System (ILIMS) in the country.
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Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Manipur, Mizoram and Punjab, benefiting 10.47 crore population.

Its benefits are reduction in land disputes, check on fraudulent transactions, SMS and email
enabled alerts related to transactions on property, external system integrations can be provided
as required (i.e. e-Sign, e-KYC, Payment Gateways, PAN Verification, ROR to fetch party
names for data standardization) and is expected to improve ranking of the country in Ease of
Doing Business at world level forum and provide ease of living to the people.

Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) - 14 digits Alpha–numeric unique ID
for each land parcel based on Geo reference coordinate of vertices of international
standard and compliance of Electronic Commerce Code Management Association
(ECCMA) standard and Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) standards. It will provide
compatibility so that all States can adopt it easily and help develop land bank and lead
towards Integrated Land Information Management System (ILIMS).

Its benefits are toensure uniqueness in all transactions and keep the land records always up-to-
date, link of all property transactions gets established, delivery of citizen services of land records
through a single window, sharing of land records data across departments, financial institutions
and all stakeholders, standardization at data and application level would bring in effective
integration and interoperability across departments.

Pilot testing has been successfully carried out in 11 States namely Bihar, Haryana, Jharkhand,
Odisha, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Sikkim, Andhra Pradesh and Goa.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-09

THE UPHILL BATTLE FOR INDIA’S DIGITAL RIGHTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability

including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

People use mobile phones after restoration of 4G mobile internet in Srinagar, Saturday, 06
February 2021. The 4G internet ban lifted in Jammu and Kashmir after 550 days, the internet
service was suspended in Kashmir on 05 August 2019.   | Photo Credit: NISSAR AHMAD / The
Hindu

It was in 2015 that the Supreme Court of India struck down Section 66A of the Information
Technology Act, terming it ‘unconstitutional’. Section 66A, through its vague language, was a
handy weapon that allowed people to clamp down on any online statement that could be
considered “offensive”. Even now, five years after being scrapped by the highest court in the
land, the Section is being used to book and arrest people.

On January 15 this year, the Delhi-headquartered Internet Freedom Foundation and
CivicDataLab launched the Zombie Tracker, an online page monitoring cases filed using the
‘dead’ Section 66A. So far, they have collected data from 11 states in the country.

A 2020 report by the Internet Freedom Foundation traced its journey from 2008 to 2020,
discovering that the Section is being used against — surprise, surprise — political dissidents.
Some people have languished in custody for as long as six months before being given bail, and
“the battle against the 66A Zombies,” as the IFF puts it, continues to this day.

Who are the people fighting these battles for us? Who spends their days poring over civil rights
legalese and digital data, to make sure that our rights in the virtual world are kept safe? Like
Internet Freedom Foundation’s founder Apar Gupta, digital rights organisations around the
country are being spearheaded by like-minded people from various backgrounds including
Engineering, Law, Management and International Relations. They have banded together out of a
sense of obligation and curiosity, often leaving prolific careers to work in donor-funded
organisations.

As Amber Sinha, executive director of CIS-India, Bengaluru, (Centre for Internet and Society -
India) puts it, “We try to study how our interests, which earlier existed in an analog world, are
changing and reorienting themselves with our digital interactions. The impact that they [these
interactions] have on our digital rights; what we need to do to preserve and enhance them… this
is one clear focus of our research.”

‘Digital rights’ is a broad term: it can imply the right to privacy and data protection; it can be
related to trolling, online threats and hate speech; it can address broader issues of equitable
Internet access regardless of economic backgrounds and disabilities.

For instance, one of CIS-India’s earliest areas of focus was on the right to knowledge of people
with print impairment. It later expanded this to look into how many people are unable to use
technology and the Internet because of mental, visual and other impairments. According to
Sinha, in 2013, CIS’ “advocacy and research contributed towards India becoming the first nation
to adopt the Marrakesh Treaty, which grants major copyright exceptions for the print disabled”.
Till date, 65 countries have ratified the treaty, which enables international access and production
of special books for the blind and the visually impaired. It was also in 2013 that the Indian
Government approved a National Policy on Universal Electronic Accessibility, for equal access
to electronics and information and communication technologies (ICTs).

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/NISSAR-AHMAD-The-Hindu/
https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/NISSAR-AHMAD-The-Hindu/
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Sinha also adds that in 2009, CIS-India was the first organisation to call Section 66A
‘unconstitutional’. In 2012, it played a part in the Justice AP Shah Committee, which wrote a
report on the state of privacy law in India, and made recommendations for privacy guidelines in
legislation and policy. CIS’ research on privacy was noted with appreciation in the Puttaswamy
and Aadhaar judgments of the Supreme Court in 2017-2018, and its research was also cited by
the Srikrishna Commitee on data protection in 2018.

The Bengaluru-based Aapti Institute, founded by former management consultant Sarayu
Natarajan, who has a PhD in Political Science from King’s College, London. Her alma maters
also include Columbia University and National Law School of India University (NLSIU),
Bengaluru. Co-founder Astha Kapoor has experience with the Planning Commission. The
institute recently released a report on the gaps in online access to municipal services. Delhi-
based Internet Democracy Project looks into developing a feminist approach.

Pranesh Prakash, former (and co-founding) member of CIS-India, recalls how it was created
with initial funding from “the billionaire Anurag Dikshit. He got together with Lawrence Liang, who
is currently a professor of Law at Ambedkar University in Delhi.”

On the other hand, Internet Freedom Foundation was born out of the Save The Internet
campaign, a volunteer-led initiative that not only fought for net neutrality, but also simplified the
complicated issue to make sure ordinary citizens understand how their lives were being directly
affected.

Today, IFF not only works in advocacy and research, but also provides pro-bono legal aid to
Indians fighting for their digital rights in court.
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misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

From breaking news to in-depth reportage and analysis, the micro-blogging site has emerged
as a one-stop destination to consume news. 

The app, Josh, is one of several home-grown short-video platforms that have sprung up since
India blocked the wildly popular TikTok in June amidst a border crisis with China.

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days free trial Sign Up

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-09

EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEE FOR URBAN POOR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs is implementing a Centrally-sponsored Scheme viz. the
“Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM)” to reduce
poverty and vulnerability of urban poor households by enabling them to access gainful self-
employment and skilled wage employment opportunities. The Employment through skills
Training and Placement (EST&P) component of the Misssion aims to provide skills to the urban
poor to increase their income through structured and market-oriented certified courses that can
provide wage employment and/or self-employment opportunities which will eventually lead to
better living standards and alleviation of urban poverty on a sustainable basis. Further, Self-
Employment Programme (SEP) component focuses on financial assistance to
individuals/groups/SHGs of urban poor for setting up gainful self-employment ventures or micro-
enterprises.

Aatmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojna (ABRY) Scheme has been launched to incentivize
employers for creation of new employment along with social security benefits and restoration of
loss of employment during COVID-19 pandemic. This scheme being implemented through the
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO), reduces the financial burden of the employers
of various sectors/industries including MSME and encourages them to hire more workers. Under
ABRY, the Government of India is bearing both the employees’ share (12% of wages) and
employers’ share (12% of wages) of contribution payable or only the employees’ share,
depending on employment strength of the EPFO registered establishments.

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) is implementing Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP), which is a major credit-linked subsidy
programme aimed at generating self-employment opportunities through establishment of micro-
enterprises in the non-farm sector by helping traditional artisans and unemployed youth.

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) has been initiated by Government inter alia, for
facilitating self-employment. Under PMMY collateral free loans upto Rs. 10 lakh, are extended to
micro/small business enterprises and to individuals to enable them to setup or expand their
business activities.

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal VikasYojana (PMKVY) is the flagship scheme of the Ministry of Skill
Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE). The objective of this Skill Certification Scheme is to
enable a large number of Indian youth to take up industry-relevant skill training that will help
them in securing a better livelihood and to meet their employment as well as self employment
requirement.

 

Besides these initiatives, flagship programmes of the Government such as Make in India, Digital
India, Swachh Bharat Mission, Smart City Mission, Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation, Housing for All, Infrastructure development and Industrial corridors have the
potential to generate productive employment opportunities.

Government has implemented the National Career Service (NCS) Project which comprises a
digital portal that provides a nation-wide online platform for the job seekers and employers for
job-matching in a dynamic, efficient and responsive manner.
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This information was given by Minister of State (I/C) for Labour & Employment Shri Santosh
Kumar Gangwar in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

                                                                                                          

*****

MS/jk                                 
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employers’ share (12% of wages) of contribution payable or only the employees’ share,
depending on employment strength of the EPFO registered establishments.

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) is implementing Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP), which is a major credit-linked subsidy
programme aimed at generating self-employment opportunities through establishment of micro-
enterprises in the non-farm sector by helping traditional artisans and unemployed youth.

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) has been initiated by Government inter alia, for
facilitating self-employment. Under PMMY collateral free loans upto Rs. 10 lakh, are extended to
micro/small business enterprises and to individuals to enable them to setup or expand their
business activities.

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal VikasYojana (PMKVY) is the flagship scheme of the Ministry of Skill
Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE). The objective of this Skill Certification Scheme is to
enable a large number of Indian youth to take up industry-relevant skill training that will help
them in securing a better livelihood and to meet their employment as well as self employment
requirement.

 

Besides these initiatives, flagship programmes of the Government such as Make in India, Digital
India, Swachh Bharat Mission, Smart City Mission, Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation, Housing for All, Infrastructure development and Industrial corridors have the
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potential to generate productive employment opportunities.

Government has implemented the National Career Service (NCS) Project which comprises a
digital portal that provides a nation-wide online platform for the job seekers and employers for
job-matching in a dynamic, efficient and responsive manner.

This information was given by Minister of State (I/C) for Labour & Employment Shri Santosh
Kumar Gangwar in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

                                                                                                          

*****
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END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 96

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-10

‘LOKPAL PANEL MINUTES NEED NOT BE DISCLOSED’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability

including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

The Centre has refused to disclose the minutes of the Lokpal selection committee’s meetings,
and its decision has now been upheld by the Central Information Commission (CIC). Right to
Information (RTI) activist Anjali Bhardwaj intends to appeal against the CIC’s order in court,
pointing out the irony that the Lokpal itselfi s a body meant to augment transparency in
governance.

A CIC hearing was held in January 2021, more than two years after the RTI query was filed, and
the CIC’s final order was published last week. At the hearing, the DoPT argued that “the
confidentiality of the said record can be gauged by the fact that the averred minutes of the
Selection Committee were received in a sealed cover.” It invoked the exemption clause in
Section 8(1)(e) of the RTI Act, claiming that the documents authored by third parties under
reference is held in a fiduciary capacity by the Department of Personnel and Training.

Ms. Bhardwaj responded that there has been no prior judgment that the recommendations of
public officials are fiduciary in nature. “The larger public has a right to know about the basis on
which their Lokpal or Lokayukta was selected,” she said during the hearing. Central Information
Commissioner Saroj Punhani upheld the Centre’s stance, citing two Supreme Court cases
related to a Lokpal search committee and the committees for selecting Information
Commissioners.
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CUTTING TRANS FAT: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
HEALTHIER FOOD

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Come January 1, 2022, India will join a select group of countries limiting industrial trans fat to
2% by mass of the total oils/fats present in the product. India would thus be achieving the WHO
target a year in advance. In mid-2016, the trans fat content limit was halved from 10% to 5%,
and in December 2020, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) capped it to
3% by 2021. While trans fat is naturally present in red meat and dairy products, the focus is on
restricting the industrially produced trans fat used solely to prolong the shelf life of products at
less cost. While the government’s notification specifically mentions edible oils and fats that are
used as ingredients, it also applies to emulsions such as margarines. Targeting these
ingredients would in effect result in reducing the trans fat content to 2% in all food items as these
two are the major sources of industrial trans fat. Also, even when the fat/oil contains less than
2% trans fat, repeated use at high temperature can increase the trans fat content. The focus on
cutting down trans fat content in food arises from its proclivity to negatively alter the lipoprotein
cholesterol profile by increasing the level of bad cholesterol (LDL) while decreasing the level of
HDL or good cholesterol. These changes in the lipoprotein cholesterol profile increase the risk of
cardiovascular diseases.

In 2004, when Denmark became the first country to limit industrially produced trans fat content in
all foods to 2% of fats and oils, it faced resistance from much of Europe, including the European
Commission. However, many countries have since adopted similar restrictions themselves. In
fact, in April 2019, the European Union (EU) adopted a new regulation — from April 2021 — to
limit the amount of industrially produced trans fat to 2% in all foods sold within the EU. According
to a 2020 report of WHO, 32 countries already have some form of mandatory limits on trans fat.
The benefits of reducing trans fat can become quickly apparent, as seen in Denmark; three
years after the cap came into effect, it saw a reduction of about 14 deaths attributable to
cardiovascular diseases per 1,00,000 population. It is now well known that trans fat can be
completely eliminated and replaced with healthier substitutes without any change in the food
taste or cost. According to WHO, a dozen large multinational food companies have already
committed to eliminate industrially produced trans fat from all their products by 2023. With a
year’s notice, it should be possible for the multinational food companies to redouble their efforts
to meet the FSSAI standard, while Indian companies that have earlier been able to cut the level
of trans fat as in the FSSAI limit, should have no excuse not to meet the current capping.
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the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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POCSO DOESN’T BROOK DILUTION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act was enacted in 2012 especially
to protect children (aged less than 18) from sexual assault. The Statement of Objects and
Reasons of the Act admitted that a number of sexual offences against children were neither
specifically provided for in extant laws nor adequately penalised. The UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, ratified by India in 1992, also requires sexual exploitation and sexual abuse
to be addressed as heinous crimes. It was therefore felt that offences against children be
defined explicitly and also countered through commensurate penalties as an effective
deterrence.

It was in this backdrop that the recent judgment of the Bombay High Court, in Satish Ragde v.
State of Maharashtra, in which the accused was acquitted under the POCSO Act, came under
massive criticism. The Bench acquitted a man found guilty of assault on the grounds that he
groped his victim over her clothes and there was no skin-to-skin contact between them. As this
judgment was likely to set a dangerous precedent, the apex court stayed the acquittal.

Also read | Centre notifies new POCSO rules making law for sexual offences against children
more stringent

Section 7 of the POCSO Act, inter alia, says that whoever with sexual intent touches the breast
of the child is said to commit sexual assault. Whereas Section 8 of the Act provides minimum
imprisonment of three years for sexual assault, Section 354 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) lays
down a minimum of one year imprisonment for outraging the modesty of a woman.

The difference between POCSO and IPC, as far as the offence of sexual assault is concerned,
is two-fold. One, the definition of ‘assault or criminal force to woman with intent to outrage her
modesty’ given in the IPC is generic whereas in POCSO, the acts of sexual assault are explicitly
mentioned such as touching various private parts or doing any other act which involves physical
contact without penetration. ‘Sexual assault’ in POCSO specifically excludes rape which
requires penetration; otherwise the scope of ‘sexual assault’ under POCSO and ‘outraging
modesty of a woman’ under the IPC is the same. Two, whereas the IPC provides punishment for
the offence irrespective of any age of the victim, POCSO is specific for the protection of children.
Higher punishment is provided under POCSO not because more ‘serious allegations’ of sexual
assault are required but because the legislature wanted punishment to be more deterrent if the
victims are children. Therefore, once the act of ‘outraging modesty with the use of assault or
criminal force’, which is nothing but ‘sexual assault’, is proved, the requisite punishment must be
slapped under POCSO if the victim is a child.

The essence of a woman’s modesty is her sex and the culpable intention of the accused is the
crux of the matter in the cases of sexual assault. In Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan (1997), the
Supreme Court held that the offence relating to modesty of woman cannot be treated as trivial.
In Pappu Singh Rajput v. State of Chhattisgarh (2015), the High Court of Chhattisgarh, though it
acquitted the accused under Section 354 of the IPC as the offence was found lacking in use of
‘criminal force or assault’, convicted him for sexual harassment under Section 354A which
requires ‘physical contact’ and advances as a necessary element. This case also pertained to
squeezing the limbs and breasts of a 13-year-old girl but the High Court did not venture into the
area of skin-to-skin contact.
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Also read | Bombay High Court judge quashes another POCSO conviction

It will not be out of place to mention here that the Sexual Offences Act 2003 of the U.K. says that
touching (with sexual intent) includes touching with any part of the body, with anything else or
through anything. The POCSO Act might be silent on such niceties; it is the bodily integrity of a
woman that needs to be protected. Therefore, in the absence of any specific provision in the
POCSO Act which requires skin-to-skin touch as a mandatory element of an offence, any
interpretation which dilutes protection to children must be declared ultra vires.

R.K. Vij is a senior IPS officer in Chhattisgarh. Views are personal
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We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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‘SCHOOL CLOSURE LED TO LOSS IN FOUNDATIONAL
ABILITIES’

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

How badly were students, especially those in lower classes, impacted by the sudden and
extended closure of schools from March last year as COVID-19 took its toll on society? A field
study by Azim Premji University paints a grim picture. Children not only missed out on the
regular curricular learning they would have acquired had schools remained open, but also
“forgot” what they had learned the previous year.

According to the study, on an average 92% of the students from classes 2 to 6 have lost at least
one specific foundational ability in languages that they might have acquired in the previous year.
The corresponding figure for mathematics is 82%.

As many as 16,067 primary schoolchildren in 1,137 government schools between classes 2 and
6 across five States were surveyed for the study, titled ‘Loss of learning during the pandemic’.
Two thousand teachers and 400 members of the Azim Premji Foundation conducted the
comparative field study. Foundational abilities are those that form the basis for further learning.
The researchers noted that a grasp of concepts in language and mathematics during primary
school years forms the basis of a student’s further learning in all subjects. Some examples of
foundational abilities include reading a paragraph with comprehension and addition and
subtraction.

In mathematics, foundational abilities include identifying single- and two-digit numbers,
performing arithmetic operations, using basic arithmetic operations to solve problems, and
reading and drawing inferences from data, among others.

Anurag Behar, Vice-Chancellor of the university, in a press release said, “When schools reopen,
teachers have to be given time to cover this deficit and be provided with other support. A
carefully synchronised set of measures across States will be required.” Some of the suggestions
included eliminating vacations, extending the academic year well into 2021 and perhaps beyond
depending on when schools open and reconfiguring the syllabus.

The report pointed out that the extent and nature of learning loss was serious enough to warrant
action at all levels. It suggested supplemental support in the form of bridge courses, extended
school hours, community-based engagements, and appropriate curricular materials that will help
students pick up foundational abilities once they return to school.

It also said that teachers should be given enough time to compensate for the learning loss and
must not rush to promote students.
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DENYING WOMEN THE RIGHT OVER THEIR BODIES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Recently, Argentina’s Congress legalised abortions up to the 14th week of pregnancy. The
Indian Parliament too will consider an amendment to our abortion laws this Budget Session but
unlike the Argentina law which is touted as being historic, the Medical Termination of Pregnancy
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 (MTP Bill), will not translate into greater autonomy for women over their
own bodies.

The MTP Act of 1971 was framed in the context of reducing the maternal mortality ratio due to
unsafe abortions. It allows an unwanted pregnancy to be terminated up to 20 weeks of
pregnancy and requires a second doctor’s approval if the pregnancy is beyond 12 weeks.
Further, it only allows termination when there is a grave risk to the physical or mental health of
the woman or if the pregnancy results from a sex crime such as rape or intercourse with a
mentally challenged woman.

Also read | Medical board on abortion ‘unfeasible’, says study

Therefore, the law is framed not to respect a woman’s right over her own body but makes it
easier for the state to stake its control over her body through legal and medical debates.
Suppose a woman has had voluntary sex and she decides, for personal reasons, to end her
pregnancy. If she is 24 weeks pregnant, then this would be a criminal offence. So, she moves
the court under the condition that the pregnancy was affecting her mental health. However, here
the court can refuse her despite the woman’s choice to end it.

In one such case, a State government had argued that there were no grounds for an abortion
since the pregnancy was the outcome of a voluntary act and she was “very much aware of the
consequence” and the court agreed.

In such circumstances, women usually resort to unsafe methods of abortion. Unsafe abortions
are the third largest cause of maternal deaths in India.

Also read | Despite MTP Act, women forced to seek legal nod for abortion

The amendment too continues this legacy of hetero-patriarchal population control, which does
not give women control over their own bodies. The proposed amendment still requires one
doctor to sign off on termination of pregnancies up to 20 weeks old, and two doctors for
pregnancies between 20 and 24 weeks old. Thus, it is not based on any request or isn’t at the
pregnant person’s will but on a doctor’s opinion.

The Bill also mandates the government to set up a medical board in every State and UT.
Medical boards can rely on the facts of the case but personal beliefs could impact the medical
board’s opinion, which is one of the biggest challenges in having a third-party opinion on a
decision which is very personal. For instance, the Madhya Pradesh High Court denied
permission for terminating a 26-week-old pregnancy to a 13-year-old rape survivor with the
psychiatrist on the medical board arguing against the mental and emotional trauma that the
survivor would go through. The psychiatrist stated that while the survivor was “feeling anxiety at
times”, she was “not suffering from delusion and hallucination”.

While the current Bill provides that safe abortions can be performed at any stage of the
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pregnancy in case of foetal “abnormalities,” it fails to consider any other reason such as
personal choice, a sudden change in circumstances due to separation from or death of a
partner, and domestic violence.

Last, the proposed amendment uses the word “women” throughout, denying access to safe
abortion to transgender, intersex and gender diverse persons.

Abortion rights are central to a woman’s autonomy to determine her life’s course. Neither the
state nor doctors have any right to deny a woman a safe abortion. Doing so means that women
are not being treated properly as adults who are responsible for their own choices.

T. Sumathy aka Thamizhachi Thangapandian is an academic, Tamil poet, an MP (South
Chennai constituency), and member of the Standing Committee (Information and Technology)
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MERI SAHELI INITIATIVE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

‘Meri Saheli’ initiative was launched as Pilot Project by Railway Protection Force (RPF) across
South Eastern Railway for security of women passengers in trains originating in that zone.
Considering its success in instilling a sense of security among women passengers, this initiative
has been rolled over to all zonal railways across Indian Railways’ network from 17.10.2020. Meri
Saheli Initiative was launched to provide safety and security to lady passengers travelling by
trains for their entire journey from originating station to terminating station. Dedicated teams of
lady RPF personnel have been formed across all zonal railways for its implementation.
Presently, 1176 number of women RPF personnel are being deployed for this purpose on
average daily basis across Indian Railways network.

Section 58 of the Railways Act, 1989 provides for earmarking of accommodation for female
passengers in trains. Accordingly, in trains carrying passengers, Indian Railways have
earmarked following accommodation for female passengers:

 

 

 

The deployment of RPF guard including women RPF personnel in ladies coaches is decided
based on the vulnerability of the concerned trains/sections, timing, location of the area, threat
perception of the hinterland, analysis of past crime of data among others. Therefore, the
deployment is dynamic and keeps changing from time to time. However, Ladies Special trains
running in Metropolitan cities are being escorted by lady RPF personnel.

Presently, 14 ladies special trains are operational over Western and Central Railway serving
Mumbai area. These are being supplemented by 20 trains having partial earmarking of 03
coaches in the trains which are in addition to the regular earmarking of 3 coaches/4 coaches in
12 Car/15 Car trains. Over Southern Railway, serving Chennai area, 21 services have
earmarking of 6.5 coaches/5.5 coaches in 12 Car/9 Car trains. Besides, introduction of
additional trains, including Ladies special trains, and augmentation of trains, is an on-going
process on Indian Railways.

This information was given by the Minister of Railways, Commerce & Industry and Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Shri Piyush Goyal in a written reply to a question in Lok
Sabha today.

****

DJN

 

‘Meri Saheli’ initiative was launched as Pilot Project by Railway Protection Force (RPF) across
South Eastern Railway for security of women passengers in trains originating in that zone.
Considering its success in instilling a sense of security among women passengers, this initiative
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has been rolled over to all zonal railways across Indian Railways’ network from 17.10.2020. Meri
Saheli Initiative was launched to provide safety and security to lady passengers travelling by
trains for their entire journey from originating station to terminating station. Dedicated teams of
lady RPF personnel have been formed across all zonal railways for its implementation.
Presently, 1176 number of women RPF personnel are being deployed for this purpose on
average daily basis across Indian Railways network.

Section 58 of the Railways Act, 1989 provides for earmarking of accommodation for female
passengers in trains. Accordingly, in trains carrying passengers, Indian Railways have
earmarked following accommodation for female passengers:

 

 

 

The deployment of RPF guard including women RPF personnel in ladies coaches is decided
based on the vulnerability of the concerned trains/sections, timing, location of the area, threat
perception of the hinterland, analysis of past crime of data among others. Therefore, the
deployment is dynamic and keeps changing from time to time. However, Ladies Special trains
running in Metropolitan cities are being escorted by lady RPF personnel.

Presently, 14 ladies special trains are operational over Western and Central Railway serving
Mumbai area. These are being supplemented by 20 trains having partial earmarking of 03
coaches in the trains which are in addition to the regular earmarking of 3 coaches/4 coaches in
12 Car/15 Car trains. Over Southern Railway, serving Chennai area, 21 services have
earmarking of 6.5 coaches/5.5 coaches in 12 Car/9 Car trains. Besides, introduction of
additional trains, including Ladies special trains, and augmentation of trains, is an on-going
process on Indian Railways.

This information was given by the Minister of Railways, Commerce & Industry and Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Shri Piyush Goyal in a written reply to a question in Lok
Sabha today.

****

DJN
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MOST BUSES INACCESSIBLE TO THE DISABLED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill

People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Less than 7% of public buses in the country were fully accessible to wheelchair users as of
December 2020, with the target of 25% of buses being accessible by June 2022 under the
Accessible India Campaign getting closer, according to government data.

According to data from the Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry’s Department of
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) via a Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways report in January, 42,169 buses or 28.6% of the total 1.47 lakh buses operated by
State road transport undertakings were “partially accessible” and 10,175 buses or 6.9% were
“fully accessible”. In addition, 3,217 bus stations in 24 States and Union Territories out of 3,487
were made accessible, the DEPwD data showed.

When the Accessible India Campaign was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2015,
the deadline for making at least 25% of public buses fully accessible was March 2018.

However, the deadline had been pushed back to June 2022, a DEPwD official said.

Out of the total buses operated by States, 1.02 lakh are inter-city buses and 44,768 function in
urban areas, the report said. Of the inter-city buses, 210 were fully accessible, 27,133 were
accessible and 75,257 were not accessible as of December 2020.

Among urban buses, 9,965 were fully accessible, 15,036 partially accessible and 19,767 were
not accessible, the data showed.

Apart from public buses, the Accessible India Campaign, was aimed at making government
buildings, airports, railway stations and government websites accessible to persons with
disabilities.
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You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.
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POLICY FOR CHILD NUTIRITION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Nutrition lies in the domain of Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) including its
implementation and policy. With focus on nutrition, the Government is implementing Anganwadi
Services under the Umbrella Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) scheme. It is a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme which is implemented by the States/UTs with the objectives to
improve the nutritional and health status of children in the age-group 0-6 years; lay the
foundation for proper psychological, physical and social development of the child; reduce the
incidence of mortality, morbidity, malnutrition and school dropout; achieve effective co-ordination
of policy and implementation amongst the various departments to promote child development;
and to enhance the capability of the mother to look after the normal health and nutritional needs
of the child through proper nutrition and health education.

 

Under the Scheme six services namely Supplementary Nutrition, Health & Nutrition Education,
Pre-school Education, Immunization, Referral Services and Health Check-up are provided at the
AnganwadiCentres (AWCs). Supplementary Nutrition is provided to the different categories of
beneficiaries, as per the details given below:

 

 

S.

No

Categories

Type of meal or food as per the nutritional standards specified in Schedule II of the act

1

Children (Between

 6 to 36 months)

Take Home Ration as per Integrated Child Development Services guidelines in conformity with
the provisions of the Act

2

Malnourished children (Between 6 to 36 months)

The same type of Take Home Ration as above with food supplement of 800 calories and 20-25
grams of protein

3
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Children (Between 3 to 6 years)

Morning snacks and hot cooked meal as per Integrated Child Development Services norms

4

Malnourished

children (Between 3 to 6 years)

Additional 300 calories of energy and 8-10 grams of protein in addition to the meal or food
provided to children between three to six years

Further, all children studying in  Classes, I-VIII  of  Government,  Government-Aided  Schools,
Special  Training  Centres  including  Madarsas and Maqtabs,  supported  under 
SamagraShiksha  are covered under Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS), a Centrally-Sponsored
Scheme of Government of India.

 

Mid-Day Meal Guidelines  2006  envisages  that  the  cooked  mid-day  meal should provide 
prescribed  nutritional contents through  prescribed  amounts  of food  articles as mentioned 
below:

S.

No.

Items

Primary

Upper Primary

A) Nutritional Norms (Per child per day)

1

Calorie

450

700

2

Protein

12 gms

20 gms

B) Food Norms (Per child per day)
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1

Foodgrains

100 gms

150 gms

2

Pulses

20 gms

30 gms

3

Vegetables

50 gms

75 gms

4

Oil and Fat

5 gms

7.5 gms

5

Salt and condiments

As per need

As per need

In addition, with the aim to ensure safe and wholesome food for school children, Food Safety
Standard Authority of India (FSSAI) has notified Food Safety and Standards (Safe food and
balanced diets for children in school) Regulations, 2020 delineating what is healthy for children
and what is not.

With the aim to create awareness about nutrition and healthy food etc. ‘Rashtriya POSHAN
Maah’ is celebrated across the country in the month of September. Similarly, 8-22 March is
celebrated as POSHAN Pakhwada. The POSHAN Maah and Pakhwada witnessed wide
participation and enthusiasm from convergent Ministries, States/UTs, field functionaries,
community groups, Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and others.

Awareness generation activities such as “Eat Right India” campaign are also undertaken with
the objective to create awareness about ‘Eating Healthy’ ‘Eating Safe’ and ‘Eating Sustainably
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‘among school children and the community at large.

 

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), Sh. Ashwini Kumar Choubey stated this in a
written reply in the LokSabha here today.

*****

MV/SJ

Nutrition lies in the domain of Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) including its
implementation and policy. With focus on nutrition, the Government is implementing Anganwadi
Services under the Umbrella Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) scheme. It is a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme which is implemented by the States/UTs with the objectives to
improve the nutritional and health status of children in the age-group 0-6 years; lay the
foundation for proper psychological, physical and social development of the child; reduce the
incidence of mortality, morbidity, malnutrition and school dropout; achieve effective co-ordination
of policy and implementation amongst the various departments to promote child development;
and to enhance the capability of the mother to look after the normal health and nutritional needs
of the child through proper nutrition and health education.

 

Under the Scheme six services namely Supplementary Nutrition, Health & Nutrition Education,
Pre-school Education, Immunization, Referral Services and Health Check-up are provided at the
AnganwadiCentres (AWCs). Supplementary Nutrition is provided to the different categories of
beneficiaries, as per the details given below:

 

 

S.

No

Categories

Type of meal or food as per the nutritional standards specified in Schedule II of the act

1

Children (Between

 6 to 36 months)

Take Home Ration as per Integrated Child Development Services guidelines in conformity with
the provisions of the Act

2

Malnourished children (Between 6 to 36 months)
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The same type of Take Home Ration as above with food supplement of 800 calories and 20-25
grams of protein

3

Children (Between 3 to 6 years)

Morning snacks and hot cooked meal as per Integrated Child Development Services norms

4

Malnourished

children (Between 3 to 6 years)

Additional 300 calories of energy and 8-10 grams of protein in addition to the meal or food
provided to children between three to six years

Further, all children studying in  Classes, I-VIII  of  Government,  Government-Aided  Schools,
Special  Training  Centres  including  Madarsas and Maqtabs,  supported  under 
SamagraShiksha  are covered under Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS), a Centrally-Sponsored
Scheme of Government of India.

 

Mid-Day Meal Guidelines  2006  envisages  that  the  cooked  mid-day  meal should provide 
prescribed  nutritional contents through  prescribed  amounts  of food  articles as mentioned 
below:

S.

No.

Items

Primary

Upper Primary

A) Nutritional Norms (Per child per day)

1

Calorie

450

700

2

Protein
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12 gms

20 gms

B) Food Norms (Per child per day)

1

Foodgrains

100 gms

150 gms

2

Pulses

20 gms

30 gms

3

Vegetables

50 gms

75 gms

4

Oil and Fat

5 gms

7.5 gms

5

Salt and condiments

As per need

As per need

In addition, with the aim to ensure safe and wholesome food for school children, Food Safety
Standard Authority of India (FSSAI) has notified Food Safety and Standards (Safe food and
balanced diets for children in school) Regulations, 2020 delineating what is healthy for children
and what is not.

With the aim to create awareness about nutrition and healthy food etc. ‘Rashtriya POSHAN
Maah’ is celebrated across the country in the month of September. Similarly, 8-22 March is
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celebrated as POSHAN Pakhwada. The POSHAN Maah and Pakhwada witnessed wide
participation and enthusiasm from convergent Ministries, States/UTs, field functionaries,
community groups, Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and others.

Awareness generation activities such as “Eat Right India” campaign are also undertaken with
the objective to create awareness about ‘Eating Healthy’ ‘Eating Safe’ and ‘Eating Sustainably
‘among school children and the community at large.

 

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), Sh. Ashwini Kumar Choubey stated this in a
written reply in the LokSabha here today.

*****

MV/SJ
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-13

HEALTHCARE SCHEME FOR SC/ST WOMEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

“Public Health and Hospitals” being a State subject, the primary responsibility to provide quality
healthcare in public healthcare facilities including to SC/ST category women and their children
lies with the respective State Governments.

To address the healthcare challenges, particularly in rural areas, the National Rural Health
Mission (NRHM) was launched in 2005 to supplement the efforts of the State/UT Governments
to provide accessible, affordable and quality healthcare to all those who access public health
facilities. Currently, NRHM is a sub-mission of National Health Mission (NHM).

The States are given flexibility to propose specific interventions for SC/ST areas and
beneficiaries including for women and their children and are supported under National Health
Mission, based on their proposals.

NHM support is also provided for provision of a range of free services including for SC/ST
women and children, related to maternal health, child health, adolescent health, family planning,
universal immunization programme and for other major diseases such as Tuberculosis, vector
borne diseases like Malaria, Dengue and Kala Azar, Leprosy, etc.

Other major initiatives supported under NHM include Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram
(JSSK) (under free drugs, free diagnostics, free blood and diet, free transport from home to
institution, between facilities in case of a referral and drop back home is provided), Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram (RSSK) (which provides newborn and child health screening and early
interventions services free of cost for primary defects, diseases, deficiencies and developmental
delays to improve the quality of survival), Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan (PMSMA)
to improve coverage of ANC and improved identification and tracking of high risk pregnancies
and Mission Indradhanush (MI) and Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) in improving
immunisation coverage.

Various interventions that are implemented for better healthcare in SC/ST areas and
beneficiaries are as follows;

 

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), Sh. Ashwini Kumar Choubey stated this in a
written reply in the LokSabha here today.

*****

MV/SJ

“Public Health and Hospitals” being a State subject, the primary responsibility to provide quality
healthcare in public healthcare facilities including to SC/ST category women and their children
lies with the respective State Governments.

To address the healthcare challenges, particularly in rural areas, the National Rural Health
Mission (NRHM) was launched in 2005 to supplement the efforts of the State/UT Governments
to provide accessible, affordable and quality healthcare to all those who access public health
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facilities. Currently, NRHM is a sub-mission of National Health Mission (NHM).

The States are given flexibility to propose specific interventions for SC/ST areas and
beneficiaries including for women and their children and are supported under National Health
Mission, based on their proposals.

NHM support is also provided for provision of a range of free services including for SC/ST
women and children, related to maternal health, child health, adolescent health, family planning,
universal immunization programme and for other major diseases such as Tuberculosis, vector
borne diseases like Malaria, Dengue and Kala Azar, Leprosy, etc.

Other major initiatives supported under NHM include Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram
(JSSK) (under free drugs, free diagnostics, free blood and diet, free transport from home to
institution, between facilities in case of a referral and drop back home is provided), Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram (RSSK) (which provides newborn and child health screening and early
interventions services free of cost for primary defects, diseases, deficiencies and developmental
delays to improve the quality of survival), Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan (PMSMA)
to improve coverage of ANC and improved identification and tracking of high risk pregnancies
and Mission Indradhanush (MI) and Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI) in improving
immunisation coverage.

Various interventions that are implemented for better healthcare in SC/ST areas and
beneficiaries are as follows;

 

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), Sh. Ashwini Kumar Choubey stated this in a
written reply in the LokSabha here today.

*****

MV/SJ
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PENSION SCHEME FOR DESTITUTE WOMEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

A number of schemes are implemented by the Government of India across all States/UTs,
including Chhattisgarh, for providing assistance to widows and deserted women. The major
schemes are as under:

 

Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme: Under this scheme, widow pension is
provided to the widows belonging to Below Poverty Line (BPL) households. This is a sub-
scheme under National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) of Ministry of Rural
Development. Under the scheme, Central assistance @ Rs. 300/- per month is provided to
widows in the age-group of 40-79 years and the pension amount is enhanced to Rs 500/-
per month on attaining 80 years.

 

SwadharGreh Scheme: The Ministry of Women and Child Development implements
SwadharGreh Scheme which provides a supportive institutional framework for women
victims of trafficking so that they could lead their life with dignity and conviction. Shelter,
food, clothing, medical care, legal aid, and vocational training are provided to such
women under the scheme.

 

Home for Widows: A Home for Widows has been set up in Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh with
a capacity of 1,000 inmates to provide widows a safe and secure place of stay, health
services, nutritious food, legal and counselling services.

 

The beneficiaries under Schemes of National Social Assistance Programme are calculated on
the basis of Poverty Ratio estimates 2004-05.

 

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

****

BY

A number of schemes are implemented by the Government of India across all States/UTs,
including Chhattisgarh, for providing assistance to widows and deserted women. The major
schemes are as under:
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Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme: Under this scheme, widow pension is
provided to the widows belonging to Below Poverty Line (BPL) households. This is a sub-
scheme under National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) of Ministry of Rural
Development. Under the scheme, Central assistance @ Rs. 300/- per month is provided to
widows in the age-group of 40-79 years and the pension amount is enhanced to Rs 500/-
per month on attaining 80 years.

 

SwadharGreh Scheme: The Ministry of Women and Child Development implements
SwadharGreh Scheme which provides a supportive institutional framework for women
victims of trafficking so that they could lead their life with dignity and conviction. Shelter,
food, clothing, medical care, legal aid, and vocational training are provided to such
women under the scheme.

 

Home for Widows: A Home for Widows has been set up in Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh with
a capacity of 1,000 inmates to provide widows a safe and secure place of stay, health
services, nutritious food, legal and counselling services.

 

The beneficiaries under Schemes of National Social Assistance Programme are calculated on
the basis of Poverty Ratio estimates 2004-05.

 

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

****
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PRADHAN MANTRI MAHILA SHAKTI KENDRA SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Government of India approved implementation of Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme on 22nd

November, 2017. The scheme envisages community engagement through college student
volunteers in aspirational districts, as well as setting up of District Level Centres for Women
(DLCWs) and State Resource Centres for Women (SRCWs) to support the implementation of
women centric schemes/programs and to function as Project Management Units for
BetiBachaoBetiPadhao Scheme.

The Scheme is implemented through State Governments and UT Administrations with a cost
sharing ratio of 60:40 between Centre and State except for North East & Special Category
States where the funding ratio is 90:10. For Union Territories 100% central funding is provided.

The challenges faced while implementing the scheme include non-availability of college faculty
members/colleges in certain Blocks in aspirational districts, and difficulties in engaging student
volunteers. Task Forces are set up at national/state/district levels for monitoring/oversight and
course correction. Video conferences/meetings/visits have also been undertaken to review the
implementation of the scheme.

State Governments have been requested on different occasions to expedite approvals and
release of State share of funds.

Under Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme, District Level Centres for women are approved for all
districts as per Census of India, 2011. Funds have been released for implementing Mahila
Shakti Kendra Scheme as per approved scheme guidelines. Details of funds released State/UT-
wise including Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu are Annexed.

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

****

BY

Annexure

 

Funds (central share) released under Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme

Amt in Rs. Lakh

SI. No.

Name of State/U.T's

FY 2017-18

FY 2018-19
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FY 2019-20

FY 2020-21

1

Andaman & Nicobar

10.9

0

20.58

41.04

2

Andhra Pradesh

7.39

277.2

21.13

0

3

Arunachal Pradesh

0

151.35

334.38

0

4

Assam

980

0

88.30

473.79

5
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Bihar

1022.2

25.83

48.62

0

6

Chandigarh

10.9

33.44

14.03

26.58

7

Chhattisgarh

863.19

7.28

35.41

7.95

8

Dadra & Nagar Haveli

10.9

0

10.48

51.67

Daman & Diu

10.9

6.15

19.90
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9

Delhi (UT)

0

0

0

0

10

Goa

0

0

11.42

0

11

Gujarat

49.1

214.64

98.14

0

12

Haryana

0

6.91

94.57

13.39

13

Himachal Pradesh

0
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137.45

52.94

36.29

14

Jammu and Kashmir

22.5

241.71

34.44

0

15

Ladakh

40.34

16

Jharkhand

1776.36

0

29.71

0

17

Karnataka

10.8

169.83

122.43

244.13

18

Kerala

0
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74.26

34.32

0

19

Lakshadweep

10.9

0

4.83

18.9

20

Madhya Pradesh

0

479.02

31.46

0

21

Maharashtra

0

144.63

22.88

0

22

Manipur

137.34

33.21

4.29

0
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23

Meghalaya

61.31

158.85

25.74

0

24

Mizoram

117.82

166.77

140.11

86.01

25

Nagaland

95.13

221.57

103.80

271.76

26

Odisha

0

737.95

37.18

0

27

Puducherry

54.06
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9.18

14.30

0

28

Punjab

0

87.50

7.30

7.56

29

Rajasthan

74.9

278.24

40.65

9.38

30

Sikkim

0

99.85

4.29

0

31

Tamil Nadu

36.18

227.86

105.81

11.67
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32

Telangana

13.2

288.62

11.26

10.51

33

Tripura

19.9

125.50

0

0

34

Uttar Pradesh

0

362.13

17.16

11.67

35

Uttarakhand

18.89

226.14

295.66

0

36

West Bengal

24.37
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453.62

31.46

0

Grant Total

5439.14

5446.69

1968.98

1362.64

****

Government of India approved implementation of Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme on 22nd

November, 2017. The scheme envisages community engagement through college student
volunteers in aspirational districts, as well as setting up of District Level Centres for Women
(DLCWs) and State Resource Centres for Women (SRCWs) to support the implementation of
women centric schemes/programs and to function as Project Management Units for
BetiBachaoBetiPadhao Scheme.

The Scheme is implemented through State Governments and UT Administrations with a cost
sharing ratio of 60:40 between Centre and State except for North East & Special Category
States where the funding ratio is 90:10. For Union Territories 100% central funding is provided.

The challenges faced while implementing the scheme include non-availability of college faculty
members/colleges in certain Blocks in aspirational districts, and difficulties in engaging student
volunteers. Task Forces are set up at national/state/district levels for monitoring/oversight and
course correction. Video conferences/meetings/visits have also been undertaken to review the
implementation of the scheme.

State Governments have been requested on different occasions to expedite approvals and
release of State share of funds.

Under Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme, District Level Centres for women are approved for all
districts as per Census of India, 2011. Funds have been released for implementing Mahila
Shakti Kendra Scheme as per approved scheme guidelines. Details of funds released State/UT-
wise including Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu are Annexed.

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

****

BY

Annexure
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Funds (central share) released under Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme

Amt in Rs. Lakh

SI. No.

Name of State/U.T's

FY 2017-18

FY 2018-19

FY 2019-20

FY 2020-21

1

Andaman & Nicobar

10.9

0

20.58

41.04

2

Andhra Pradesh

7.39

277.2

21.13

0

3

Arunachal Pradesh

0

151.35

334.38

0
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4

Assam

980

0

88.30

473.79

5

Bihar

1022.2

25.83

48.62

0

6

Chandigarh

10.9

33.44

14.03

26.58

7

Chhattisgarh

863.19

7.28

35.41

7.95

8

Dadra & Nagar Haveli

10.9
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0

10.48

51.67

Daman & Diu

10.9

6.15

19.90

9

Delhi (UT)

0

0

0

0

10

Goa

0

0

11.42

0

11

Gujarat

49.1

214.64

98.14

0

12

Haryana
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0

6.91

94.57

13.39

13

Himachal Pradesh

0

137.45

52.94

36.29

14

Jammu and Kashmir

22.5

241.71

34.44

0

15

Ladakh

40.34

16

Jharkhand

1776.36

0

29.71

0

17

Karnataka
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10.8

169.83

122.43

244.13

18

Kerala

0

74.26

34.32

0

19

Lakshadweep

10.9

0

4.83

18.9

20

Madhya Pradesh

0

479.02

31.46

0

21

Maharashtra

0

144.63

22.88
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0

22

Manipur

137.34

33.21

4.29

0

23

Meghalaya

61.31

158.85

25.74

0

24

Mizoram

117.82

166.77

140.11

86.01

25

Nagaland

95.13

221.57

103.80

271.76

26

Odisha
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0

737.95

37.18

0

27

Puducherry

54.06

9.18

14.30

0

28

Punjab

0

87.50

7.30

7.56

29

Rajasthan

74.9

278.24

40.65

9.38

30

Sikkim

0

99.85

4.29
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0

31

Tamil Nadu

36.18

227.86

105.81

11.67

32

Telangana

13.2

288.62

11.26

10.51

33

Tripura

19.9

125.50

0

0

34

Uttar Pradesh

0

362.13

17.16

11.67

35

Uttarakhand
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18.89

226.14

295.66

0

36

West Bengal

24.37

453.62

31.46

0

Grant Total

5439.14

5446.69

1968.98

1362.64
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-13

NATIONAL CRECHE SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development implements the National Crèche Scheme for the
children of working mothers as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme through States/ UTs with effect
from 01.01.2017 to provide day care facilities to children (age group of 6 months to 6 years) of
working mothers. The Scheme provides an integrated package of the following services:

As per the guidelines of this scheme, the concerned States/ UTs undertake survey based
analysis of the requirement of crèche services at the district level along with mapping of existing
crèches so as to assess the demand of crèches in State/ UTs.

During the period from FY 2017-18 till date a sum of Rupees: 4,10,13,960.00 (four crore ten lakh
thirteen thousand nine hundred sixty only) for 1724 chreches have been released to Uttar
Pradesh under the scheme.

Government gives utmost priority to ensuring gender equality in all spheres of life and has taken
several steps to ensure that women do not face any gender based disadvantage. Some of the
steps taken by the Government in this direction as well as for increasing the participation of
women in the economy include the following:

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

****

BY

Ministry of Women and Child Development implements the National Crèche Scheme for the
children of working mothers as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme through States/ UTs with effect
from 01.01.2017 to provide day care facilities to children (age group of 6 months to 6 years) of
working mothers. The Scheme provides an integrated package of the following services:

As per the guidelines of this scheme, the concerned States/ UTs undertake survey based
analysis of the requirement of crèche services at the district level along with mapping of existing
crèches so as to assess the demand of crèches in State/ UTs.

During the period from FY 2017-18 till date a sum of Rupees: 4,10,13,960.00 (four crore ten lakh
thirteen thousand nine hundred sixty only) for 1724 chreches have been released to Uttar
Pradesh under the scheme.

Government gives utmost priority to ensuring gender equality in all spheres of life and has taken
several steps to ensure that women do not face any gender based disadvantage. Some of the
steps taken by the Government in this direction as well as for increasing the participation of
women in the economy include the following:

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

****
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-13

FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT OF RURAL WOMEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The details of ongoing scheme launched by the Government of India for the financial
empowerment of rural women are as follows:

 

1.    Initiatives of Department of Financial Services (DFS):

Scheme

Total number of Accounts

Women Accounts

PMJDY (As on 27.01.2021)

417,498,276

231,226,199

PMJJBY(As on 27.01.2021)

9,88,79,708

2,67,91,274

PMSBY (As on 27.01.2021)

22,26,96,354

8,34,94,070

APY (As on 05.02.2021)

28,510,260

12,445,034

PMMY (As on 29.01.2021)

274,761,862

186,045,718

SUPI (As on 03.02.2021)

110,333
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90,185

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits are extended to women under Prime Minister’s Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP), which is a major shceme of MSME. The scheme facilitates
generation of self-employment opportunities through establishment of micro-enterprises
in the non-farm sector by helping traditional artisans and unemployed youth. Details of
the micro enterprises set up under the scheme are as under:

 

Year

No. of micro-enterprises setup

No of micro enterprises setup by women

2015-16

44340

11356 (26%)

2016-17

52912

14768 (28%)

2017-18

48398
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15670 (33%)

2018-19

73427

25378 (35%)

2019-20

66653

24720 (37%)

2020-21

31923

11862 (37%)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.         Initiatives of Ministry of Rural Development:

 

Ministry of Rural Development is implementing two welfare schemes in the field of skill
development for rural poor youth under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM)
for gainful employment and to eradicate poverty in the country as follows :
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Both DDU-GKY and RSETI schemes are applicable to all the categories including
women. The physical achievement regarding the total number of candidates/ women
candidates trained and placed in jobs/settled under both the above mentioned schemes
during the last five years and current year is given below:

 

 

Physical Achievement under DDU-GKY

 

FY

Total Trained

Women Trained

Total Placed

Women Placed

2015-16

236471

106419

109512

49855

2016-17

162586

63409

147883

59147

2017-18

131527

51401

75787
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30307

2018-19

241080

116172

138248

55685

2019-20

238336

122617

150199

66454

2020-21 (Till December 2020)

9986

5134

36933

17362

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Achievement under RSETIs

 

FY

Total Trained
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Women Trained

Total Settled

Women Settled

2015-16

436385

106419

300375

181752

2016-17

445143

63409

364214

226377

2017-18

423343

51401

351266

217682

2018-19

403672

116172

298039

199931

2019-20

384028

122617

285059
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204728

2020-21 (Till December 2020)

111367

5134

93874

69156

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The details of the women benefitted by RMK loan schemes during each of the last five years
and the current year are as under:

S.No

Year

Women beneficiaries

1.

2015-2016

NIL

2.

2016-2017

NIL

3.

2017-2018
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2915

4.

2018-2019

2199

5.

2019-2020

810

 

Steps have been taken by the Government for enhancing financial inclusion of women through
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY), Stand-Up India Scheme, Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) etc.

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

****

BY

The details of ongoing scheme launched by the Government of India for the financial
empowerment of rural women are as follows:

 

1.    Initiatives of Department of Financial Services (DFS):

Scheme

Total number of Accounts

Women Accounts

PMJDY (As on 27.01.2021)

417,498,276

231,226,199

PMJJBY(As on 27.01.2021)

9,88,79,708

2,67,91,274
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PMSBY (As on 27.01.2021)

22,26,96,354

8,34,94,070

APY (As on 05.02.2021)

28,510,260

12,445,034

PMMY (As on 29.01.2021)

274,761,862

186,045,718

SUPI (As on 03.02.2021)

110,333

90,185

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits are extended to women under Prime Minister’s Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP), which is a major shceme of MSME. The scheme facilitates
generation of self-employment opportunities through establishment of micro-enterprises
in the non-farm sector by helping traditional artisans and unemployed youth. Details of
the micro enterprises set up under the scheme are as under:
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Year

No. of micro-enterprises setup

No of micro enterprises setup by women

2015-16

44340

11356 (26%)

2016-17

52912

14768 (28%)

2017-18

48398

15670 (33%)

2018-19

73427

25378 (35%)

2019-20

66653

24720 (37%)

2020-21

31923

11862 (37%)
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3.         Initiatives of Ministry of Rural Development:

 

Ministry of Rural Development is implementing two welfare schemes in the field of skill
development for rural poor youth under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM)
for gainful employment and to eradicate poverty in the country as follows :

 

 

 

Both DDU-GKY and RSETI schemes are applicable to all the categories including
women. The physical achievement regarding the total number of candidates/ women
candidates trained and placed in jobs/settled under both the above mentioned schemes
during the last five years and current year is given below:

 

 

Physical Achievement under DDU-GKY

 

FY

Total Trained

Women Trained

Total Placed

Women Placed

2015-16

236471

106419
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109512

49855

2016-17

162586

63409

147883

59147

2017-18

131527

51401

75787

30307

2018-19

241080

116172

138248

55685

2019-20

238336

122617

150199

66454

2020-21 (Till December 2020)

9986

5134

36933

17362
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Physical Achievement under RSETIs

 

FY

Total Trained

Women Trained

Total Settled

Women Settled

2015-16

436385

106419

300375

181752

2016-17

445143

63409

364214

226377

2017-18

423343

51401
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351266

217682

2018-19

403672

116172

298039

199931

2019-20

384028

122617

285059

204728

2020-21 (Till December 2020)

111367

5134

93874

69156

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The details of the women benefitted by RMK loan schemes during each of the last five years
and the current year are as under:
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S.No

Year

Women beneficiaries

1.

2015-2016

NIL

2.

2016-2017

NIL

3.

2017-2018

2915

4.

2018-2019

2199

5.

2019-2020

810

 

Steps have been taken by the Government for enhancing financial inclusion of women through
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY), Stand-Up India Scheme, Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) etc.

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

****
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-14

IIT-M PH.D. ENTRY TOUGH FOR STUDENTS FROM
MARGINALISED COMMUNITIES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Students from the Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) communities have
significantly poor representation and acceptance rate in Ph.D programmes at the Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) Madras, analysis of data obtained through the Right to Information (RTI) Act
revealed.

The analysis was based on data provided by IIT Madras regarding 2,195 admissions made from
54,462 applicants in the five-year period from 2015 to 2019.

The data showed that SC students constituted only 7.6% and STs were just 1.2%. The
reservation policy requires that 15% of seats be allocated to SCs and 7.5% to STs.

Moreover, the data showed a significant difference in the acceptance rate, which refers to the
number of students admitted for every 100 applicants. While General Category (GC) students,
which in the case of the IITs predominantly refers to those from privileged communities, had an
acceptance rate of 4.4%, it was 2.9% for SCs and 2.7% for STs.

Only 167 of the 5,855 SC applicants and 27 of the 991 ST applicants were selected.

Interestingly, the institution had filled the reservation-mandated seats for Other Backward
Classes (OBCs), thanks to nine of the 16 departments that managed to fill the seats. As much
as 29.8% of the seats went to OBC candidates against the 27% of minimum allocation to be
done as per reservation norms. The remaining 61.6% seats went to the GC category.

Though IIT Madras had admitted 3,874 Ph.D. scholars from 2015 to 2019 according to the data
submitted by the Ministry of Education in the Parliament last year, it provided community-wise
data on applications and enrolments for only 2,195 admissions (57% of the total).

Despite appeals through RTI, a few of the 16 research departments in IIT Madras did not give
data for some semesters. For the Mathematics Department, the administration said it had data
for only one semester.

It can be noted, however, that the RTI data followed a fairly similar pattern to that of the data
submitted to the Parliament in terms of seat allocation. Of the 3,874 admissions, 64.4% went to
the GCs, 27.9% to OBCs, and only 6.4% to SCs and 1.3% to STs. The RTI data threw light on
how the difference in acceptance rate was more pronounced in some departments.

For instance, in Aerospace Engineering (AE), the acceptance rate was 6.6% for GCs and only
1.7% for SCs. In absolute numbers, only five of the 292 SC applicants were selected. In
contrast, 100 applicants were selected from the 1,520 GC candidates. A stark difference in
acceptance rate was also observed in Applied Mechanics, Electrical Engineering, Humanities
and Social Sciences, and Management Studies, between GC and SC applicants.

The Department of Computer Science and Engineering had one of the highest number of
applicants from SC and ST categories. From the 755 SC applicants, only four were selected and
from 136 ST applicants, none were selected. While the overall acceptance rate was lower in the
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department, it was lower still for SC and ST applicants.

Engineering Design and Mechanical Engineering were among the exceptions, with similar
acceptance rates for all categories. While most departments had poor acceptance rates for STs,
departments like Physics, Metallurgical and Materials Engineering, and Ocean Engineering, had
better acceptance rates for SCs. They came closer to filling seats as per the reservation rules.

Ruling out the possibility that the difference in acceptance rate was due to selection bias,
Bhaskar Ramamurthi, Director, IIT Madras, said that the institution in fact adopted a strategy of
calling a high percentage of SC and ST applicants for interview. He said that an analysis of the
past three years of data showed that SC and ST candidates were roughly 10% and 1.7% of the
total applicants to the institution. He said that while 32% of applicants were called for an
interview overall, the rate was 65% for SC and ST candidates.

“Only 25 to 30% of those from SC/ST categories who are called attended the interview,” he said.
While the percentage selected among those interviewed was 24% overall, it was 16% for the
reserved categories. “The acceptance rate for SC/ST is therefore not lower given that the calling
rate is double,” he said.

On how the institution filled the seats reserved for OBC with the acceptance rate being better, he
said, “We do not know why, but are happy that this is so.”

( This is the second of a 3-part series )
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-14

THE HINDU EXPLAINS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The story so far: After several months of delay, concerns over access, and bickering between
China and the U.S., a 17-member team from the World Health Organisation began a field visit
on January 29, 2021, to unearth the origin of the SARS-CoV-2 virus that has so far spread to
over 108 million people and killed nearly 2.4 million people across the globe. According to the
WHO, the field visits included the Wuhan Institute of Virology, the Huanan market, and the
Wuhan CDC (Center for Disease Control and Prevention) laboratory. It said the team was
“limited to visits organised by Chinese hosts and had no contact with community members,
because of health restrictions”, Reuters reported.

The WHO team undertook scientific investigations to look at four main scenarios for the origin of
the virus. The first possibility is that a single individual had got infected with the virus through
direct contact with bats and then spread it to others before the virus made its way to Wuhan.
The second scenario is of the virus crossing the species barrier from bats to humans through an
intermediary species, which has still not been found. The third possibility is that the virus
originated outside China and spread to Wuhan through imported frozen food, and the last
scenario is that the virus leaked from the Wuhan Institute of Virology, which has been studying
coronaviruses.

Editorial | Origin and spread: On the source of SARS-CoV-2

Though the first cluster of cases was reported from Wuhan in December, early data suggest that
the virus could have been circulating in the Chinese city for several weeks before it was
identified. According to the WHO, there have not been any large-scale outbreaks in the Chinese
city or outside before December 2019. But the team has not ruled out the possibility of the virus
circulating in other regions well before December 2019.

Though the first cluster of cases reported in Wuhan had links to the wet market, it soon became
apparent that several infected people did not have any link to it. There is not enough evidence to
determine how the virus entered the wet market, but there are two likely possibilities — the virus
was introduced into the market either through one or more infected people or through frozen
food.

The WHO fact-finding team had initially rejected the possibility of a lab-leak saying it is
“extremely unlikely” and that further investigation into it was not required. However, at a press
briefing on February 12, WHO Chief Tedros A. Ghebreyesus appeared to backpaddle, saying
that upon discussing with a few team members “all hypotheses [including the lab-leak] remain
open and require further analysis and studies”.

Also read | SARS-CoV-2 ‘unlikely’ to have leaked from lab, says WHO team

The investigation by the WHO team strongly suggests that though bats were the reservoirs of
the virus, it is unlikely that the virus jumped directly from bats to humans. The virus may have
crossed from bats to another animal species and finally to humans. The direct spillover of the
virus from bats to humans is unlikely as Wuhan is miles away from any natural bat habitat. The
team has not been able to find the intermediary host.

The role of an intermediary host gains currency as previous coronavirus outbreaks — SARS
(severe acute respiratory syndrome) and MERS (Middle East respiratory syndrome) — have

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/coronavirus-who-team-visits-wuhan-starts-fieldwork-to-trace-virus-origins/article33698680.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/origin-and-spread-the-hindu-editorial-on-identifying-the-source-of-sars-cov-2/article33804274.ece
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19-12-february-2021
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19-12-february-2021
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/who-says-coronavirus-unlikely-to-have-leaked-from-china-lab/article33792323.ece
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occurred through civets and camels, respectively. The SARS-CoV-2 virus, with its distinctive
spike protein that allows it to bind to human receptors and enter cells, may have either evolved
in the intermediate host itself, making the virus spread readily from one person to another, or it
may have gained the ability for human-to-human transmission in humans after jumping from an
intermediate host. In the latter case, the virus may have evolved certain characteristics in the
intermediate host and then gained other features within a human host. The virus may have been
silently spreading among humans in a limited fashion before gaining the ability to cause a large
outbreak, and then the pandemic.

Also read | China refused to provide WHO team with raw data on early COVID cases, team
member says

Based on the analysis of public genome sequence data from SARS-CoV-2 and related viruses,
scientists have not found any evidence that the virus was made in a laboratory or engineered by
humans.

Dr. David Robertson, Professor, Viral Genomics and Bioinformatics at MRC-University of
Glasgow Centre for Virus Research, in an email to The Hindu says based on genome sequence
data, there are no signatures of the virus being altered or manipulated in a lab. “Although
showing differences in sequence similarity, SARS-CoV-2 looks very much like a natural virus
transferred from the same horseshoe bat species as the first SARS virus, and is now evolving as
would be expected in the human population,” Dr. Robertson writes.

According to him, there is substantial proof that the virus has not been engineered in a lab.
“First, if one was to engineer a SARS-like virus, you would copy SARS-CoV-1 more closely. This
new virus is highly divergent to SARS-CoV-1. There are lots of these viruses in bats and
evidence that some could use human cells. So, the emergence of this new virus isn’t all that
surprising,” says Dr. Robertson. He also says genome sequencing would detect any genetic
changes made to the virus.

Dr. Koen Van Rompay from the California National Primate Research Center, University of
California, told The Hindu: “Our understanding of how to manipulate certain gene sequences to
change in vivo virulence and pathogenesis is still very limited, and would be mostly trial and
error. It would be very difficult to predict the outcome especially when introducing multiple
mutations that can interact with each other.” Dr. Rompay adds: “When viruses replicate in vivo
and transmit, that is the most efficient way to get selection for more replication-competent
mutants that can continue to evolve.”
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FUZZY LAW, UNCLEAR JURISPRUDENCE, TRAMPLED
RIGHTS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

On February 1, 2021, in the wake of the intensification of the farmers’ protests and reports of
violent incidents on January 26 – a number of Twitter accounts became inaccessible in India.
These included (among many others) the accounts of The Caravan magazine, the actor Sushant
Singh, and the Kisan Ekta Morcha handle, which was chronicling the protests. In the beginning,
it was unclear whether this was Twitter’s decision, based on its belief that the accounts had
violated its Terms of Service (the reason for its permanent suspension of Donald Trump from its
platform, for example), or whether Twitter had been ordered to do so by the government, or by a
court.

As outrage mounted, the Government of India clarified that it had invoked Section 69A of the
Information Technology Act, and ordered Twitter to block access to these accounts. The reason,
it appeared, was the use of the hashtag #ModiPlanningFarmerGenocide, which was deemed a
threat to public order. The merits of this argument aside, the government’s Section 69A order
was clearly an overreach even on its own terms, as media outlets such as The Caravan had not
used the hashtag.

Explained | Why has the Centre issued a notice to Twitter, and what are the laws governing the
cyber world?

Soon after, Twitter restored access to many of the withheld accounts. This prompted a sharp
reaction from the government, including a non-compliance notice and veiled threats that
Twitter’s employees would be prosecuted for violating Section 69A. A meeting between Twitter
officials and the government appears to have yielded for now an uneasy truce. On February 10,
Twitter also published a blog post where it remarkably — and in my view correctly — argued that
the government’s own actions in directing it to withhold access to the accounts of journalists,
activists, and politicians, violated Indian law, and the constitutional guarantee of the freedom of
speech.

These events of the last few days throw into sharp relief the unsatisfactory state of Indian law
and how it is interpreted and applied by censorship-happy governments. At present, the online
free speech rights of Indian citizens depend entirely upon the extent to which multinational
social-media platforms are able to stand up to the government’s censorship requests, how
willing they are to risk legal prosecution, and how much confidence they have that their
interpretation of Indian free speech law will stand up in court, even over the claims of the
government. It should be clear that this is not a sustainable situation.

The root of the problem is Section 69A of the IT Act. Section 69A grants to the government the
power to issue directions to intermediaries for blocking access to any information that it
considers prejudicial to, among other things, the sovereignty and integrity of India, national
security, or public order. Section 69A(3) envisages a jail sentence for up to seven years for
intermediaries who fail to comply. In 2009, the government also issued “Blocking Rules”, which
set up the procedure for blocking (including regular review by government committees), and also
stated that all requests and complaints would remain strictly confidential.

In Focus Podcast | Twitter, the IT Act, and the blocking saga explained
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There are a number of problems with this legal structure. The first is that it makes censorship an
easy and almost completely costless option, for the government. Rather than having to go to
court and prove a violation even prima facie of law, the government can simply direct
intermediaries to block content, and place the burden of going to court upon the users. It stands
to reason that the easier it is to censor speech, the more likely it is that a government — any
government — will resort to that option. Furthermore, the confidentiality requirement means that
the user will not even know why their account has been blocked and, therefore, will be in no
position to challenge it. Third, there are no procedural safeguards — no opportunity for a hearing
to affected parties, and no need for reasoned orders. This, then, violates both free speech rights,
as well as the right to due process.

In the famous Shreya Singhal case that is well known for the striking down of Section 66A of the
IT Act, the scope of Section 69A and the Blocking Rules were also litigated before the Supreme
Court. Unfortunately, however, the Supreme Court missed an opportunity to guide the law in a
pro-free speech direction, as it had with Section 66A: without engaging in any detailed analysis,
the Court largely endorsed the legal regime, as it stood. The Court only noted that every affected
individual would retain the constitutional right to challenge a blocking order, through a writ
petition before the High Court.

Editorial | An inevitable showdown: On government’s notice to Twitter

Now, it would appear to follow from this holding that the Shreya Singhal judgment made it
mandatory for the government to furnish blocking orders along with reasons to affected parties;
it is evidently impossible to challenge something that you cannot even see. However, as recent
events show, in practice, that is not being followed (the lack of clarity in the Shreya Singhal
judgment is no doubt a contributory factor). In a recent article in The Indian Express, Apar Gupta
also pointed out that after the Supreme Court’s judgment in the Kashmir Internet Ban case, it is,
at least now, an arguable position of law that any order restricting access to the Internet, or
information on the Internet, must be made public. There is, at present, a pending case before
the High Court of Delhi, which makes the same argument; until that is resolved, however, the
present state of affairs is likely to continue.

Consequently, a combination of bad law and unclear jurisprudence has created a situation
where Twitter or the intermediary that might be caught in the government’s crosshairs is the only
entity that is in a position to defend the free speech rights of Indian citizens. And there is little
doubt that doing so entails a non-trivial risk: in particular, the record of the Indian judiciary in civil
rights cases involving the government has been remarkably poor in recent times, and it would
take considerable courage for any entity to bet on the proposition that its interpretation of Indian
free speech law would be necessarily upheld by the courts. Thus, while it may still be possible
for Twitter to stand up to the government in obvious cases of overreach and abuse, such as the
suspension of The Caravan, there will be a host of borderline cases where it will simply be
easier to back down; indeed, as MediaNama reported recently, the Twitter account of a Rajya
Sabha Member of Parliament remains suspended even now.

When Twitter was in the right

There is, thus, an urgent need for both legal and jurisprudential reform. Legally, the best case
scenario would be to prohibit the government from being able to directly order intermediaries to
block access to online information, except in narrowly-defined emergency cases, and to require
it to go through court to do so, with an adequate opportunity for affected parties to defend
themselves. Short of that, however, it is vitally important that blocking orders be made public,
and that even under the current legal regime, affected parties be given the opportunity of a fair
hearing before a blocking order is issued. This process will also ensure that the blocking order is

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-strikes-down-section-66-a-of-the-it-act-finds-it-unconstitutional/article10740659.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-strikes-down-section-66-a-of-the-it-act-finds-it-unconstitutional/article10740659.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/an-inevitable-showdown-the-hindu-editorial-on-governments-notice-to-twitter/article33753442.ece
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a reasoned one, and can be effectively challenged before a court, if need be. Long term,
however, the hard work of contesting governmental impunity in cases of censorship, both in
courts and outside, remains to be done.

Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer
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INDIA'S 27.37% PRISON INMATES 'ILLITERATE', OVER
5,600 TECHIES: GOVERNMENT DATA

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

NEW DELHI : As many as 1,32,729 (27.37 per cent) of the 4,78,600 prison inmates in the
country are “illiterate" while 5,677 hold a technical degree or diploma, according to Union
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) data.

The prison statistics presented by Minister of State for Home Affairs G Kishan Reddy recently in
Parliament were based on a compilation of data by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
updated till December 31, 2019.

The data on education of prison inmates showed that the maximum number of 1,98,872 (or
41.55 per cent) prisoners are educated below class 10 level.

It showed that 1,32,729 (27.37 per cent) prison inmates were illiterate, while 1,03,036 (or 21.52
per cent) studied beyond class 10 but below graduate level.

According to the data, 30,201 (6.31 per cent) prison inmates were graduates, while 8,085 (1.68
per cent) were post graduates and as many as 5,677 (1.18 per cent) held a technical degree or
diploma, etc.

Uttar Pradesh, the country's most populous state, houses the maximum number of prisoners at
1,01,297.

Uttar Pradesh also houses the maximum number of prison inmates who are illiterate (31,927),
educated up till class 10 (36,390), beyond class 10 but below graduation (21,269), graduates
(8,151), post graduates (2,635) and techies (925), it showed.

West Bengal had not furnished prison statistics for 2018 and 2019 because of which its figures
from 2017 were used in the data, while Maharashtra's category-wise break up was 'not
available', the data mentioned.
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ANTI-COW SLAUGHTER ACT NOTIFIED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

The controversial Karnataka Prevention of Cow Slaughter and Preservation of Cattle Act, 2020,
was notified on Monday after it received the Governor’s assent on February 12.

The Act, whose preamble states that the aim is to provide for comprehensive legislation for the
prevention of slaughter and preservation of cattle, had generated much political heat with the
Congress and the Janata Dal (S) initially opposing it. However,the JD(S) came to the BJP
government’s rescue by supporting it in the Legislative Council, where it was eventually passed.

The Act will replace the Karnataka Prevention of Cow Slaughter and Preservation of Cattle Act,
1964, which stands repealed.

Meanwhile, Animal Husbandry Minister Prabhu Chavan on Monday asked officials of his
department to concentrate on the production of meat from sheep and chicken to meet the
demand with the new law in force. “I am also aware that farmers are letting go of male calves.
The department officials will convince farmers to look after the calves at least for three months
before they can bring them to the cow shelters,” the Minister said.
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‘GRAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR FREE SPEECH’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

Huge protest:People shouting slogans demanding the release of Disha Ravi, in Bengaluru.AP  

Political leaders opposed to the ruling BJP have condemned the arrest of 22-year-old climate
change activist Disha Ravi, saying it has grave implications for free speech and democracy.

“Arrest of 21 yr old Disha Ravi is an unprecedented attack on Democracy. Supporting our
farmers is not a crime,” said Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal in a tweet on Monday morning.

DMK MP Kanimozhi tweeted with the hashtags #FreeDishaRavi and #IndiaBeingSilenced.
“Arresting a young woman for retweeting a tweet supporting the farmers is undemocratic. I stand
with Disha Ravi against this onslaught on freedom of expression,” she said.

Posting news articles on Ms. Ravi’s arrest, as well as threats against journalists and Twitter
employees, Congress leader and MP Rahul Gandhi tweeted a couplet in Hindi. “Your lips are
free to speak/Say that the truth is still alive!” it said. “They are scared, not the country! India
won't be silenced.”

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra also tweeted a Hindi couplet. “Those with arms are scared of an
unarmed girl/The light of courage has been spread by this unarmed girl,” she said.

Rajya Sabha member and former Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh tweeted a news report
on the non-bailable warrant issued against another activist as well. “Delhi Police on the
rampage. After Disha Ravi, it is now the turn of another young woman, Nikita Jacob. More will
no doubt follow...This is Tanashaahi [which means, dictatorship] in New India called Amit Shahi!”
he said.

The CPI(M) Polit Bureau issued an official statement condemning the arrest as an “atrocious
action”. It noted that the charges of sedition and criminal conspiracy were made on the “absurd
grounds” of forwarding a toolkit. “The paranoid Modi government has to forthwith end this
persecution of young activists. The charges against Disha Ravi should be withdrawn and she
has to be released from custody,” it said.

Late on Sunday, Congress MP Shashi Tharoor tweeted a British newspaper’s article on Ms.
Ravi’s arrest and warned of the international fallout. “DishaRavi’s arrest is the latest escalation in
India’s crackdown on free expression & political dissent as it seeks [to] stifle the farmers’ mass
protests, says the @dailytelegraph UK. Doesn’t GoI care about the damage it’s doing to its own
global image?” he tweeted.

‘Act of suppression’

British MP Claudia Webbe was one of the first international figures to comment on the arrest. “A
climate activist from India, she campaigns for clean air, clean water and a liveable planet. She is
now facing state sanctioned violence for peacefully supporting farmers. Silence is not an option
we must all condemn this act of suppression,” she tweeted.

American lawyer Meena Harris, who is the niece of U.S. Vice-President Kamala Harris, tweeted
in support of both Ms. Ravi, and Nodeep Kaur, a 23-year-old labour rights activist, who was
arrested last month. She urged her followers to “ask why activists are being targeted and
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silenced by the government.”
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WHAT ARE TRANS FATS?
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Our body requires only two kinds of ‘healthy’ fats - monounsaturated and polyunsaturated. They
are a major source of energy. The kind that is harmful to our body is known as trans fatty acids
or TFAs. Artificial trans fats, which are considered harmful, are created in an industrial process
that adds hydrogen to liquid vegetable oils. This is done to make them more solid, increase their
shelf life, and for use as an adulterant as they are cheap.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.
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of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.
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TOLERANCE DEFICIT: ON ‘TOOLKIT CONSPIRACY’
CASE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

The police in India, and especially forces under the present regime, have a dubious record of
effecting needless arrests and filing questionable cases as a tool of harassment. The Delhi
Police have outdone all of them by arresting a 22-year-old climate activist in a case that makes
the incredible allegation that a social media toolkit for organisers of protests against the farm
laws amounted to sedition and incitement to riots. The manner in which a Delhi Police team
travelled to Bengaluru and took Disha Ravi into custody, apparently without following the
guidelines laid down by the Delhi High Court on inter-State arrests, marks a new low in the
display of perversity and high-handedness in law enforcement. Even though Ms. Ravi was
produced before a duty magistrate in Delhi within the mandatory 24-hour period, there is no
indication whether the Delhi Police informed the local police and if she was properly represented
by counsel. It appears that the main charge against her is that she edited a Google document
shared among activists, including global climate change icon Greta Thunberg. The toolkit, the
prosecution alleges, was prepared by a pro-Khalistani outfit, and based on this, it was concluded
that Ms. Ravi was working with separatists to create disaffection against India. It is quite strange
that none in the Delhi Police deemed this far-fetched. Such toolkits are common for those
organising protests online, and they contain not much more than calls for protests, texts to be
tweeted, hashtags to be used, and names of authorities and public functionaries whose handles
can be tagged. The possible fact that direct protests were also discussed and planned does not
mean there was any incitement to violence, a mandatory requirement to charge someone, as
has been done in the case of Ms. Ravi, with sedition.

There is little doubt now that it is not organised protests, online or offline activism in support of
the ongoing farmers’ protests against the controversial agricultural laws, or the mobilisation of
public opinion against government policy, that is adversely affecting the country’s reputation and
prestige. The regime is more likely to attract international embarrassment and opprobrium by the
indiscriminate use of police power against activists, protesters and the media. The state is
increasingly resorting to heavy-handed responses to issues that attract a convergence of
activism, opposition political activity and adverse media scrutiny. In particular, the farmers’
protests, and the violent turn that it took on Republic Day due to some deviant elements, have
led the present regime to imagine a global conspiracy where none exists. A government truly
worried about its global image would instead seek to address the deficit in tolerance and surfeit
in repression that are becoming more obvious with each passing day.
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STRUCTURAL REFORMS FOR NEP 2020
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

With the COVID-19 pandemic easing and normal academic activity being gradually resumed,
the Central government’s New Education Policy (NEP) is back in focus. While the policy covers
a wide spectrum of issues, including reforms in school and higher education, the emphasis
should also be on the need to restructure the governing bodies for universities and autonomous
colleges.

First, the system of appointments of vice-chancellors and syndicates, or governing councils, the
key authorities for any university, needs to be revised. The appointments are often mired in
controversies, with frequent reports in the past of aspirants for the post of vice-chancellors and
membership of syndicates indulging in unethical practices to gain favour. Luckily, the NEP talks
of creating new structures, such as a Board of Management, to replace the syndicate system.
To implement this recommendation, State governments must bring in a slew of bold reforms,
some of which are outlined below.

For the Board of Management structure, the existing system of syndicates, consisting of
government nominees and those nominated by Governors or chancellors, should be dispensed
with. Often, people lacking merit but with an eye on memberships of affiliation, building, and
purchase committees, among others, get nominated to these bodies.

Further, with the vice-chancellor as chairman, the Board should consist of former vice-
chancellors drawn from other universities, members drawn from industry, the alumni, eminent
public intellectuals, principals of affiliated colleges on rotation and members representing the
non-teaching staff. The Board’s decisions should be taken by consensus or by a majority of the
members present. Proceedings should be conducted in virtual mode and made available for
stakeholders’ viewership.

For the appointment of vice-chancellors of universities, search committees constituted for such
purposes must be thoroughly restructured. The government’s and chancellors’ role in such
committees must be done away with. The practice of having government nominees, chancellor’s
nominees and university nominees should be stopped and it should be replaced by drawing an
eminent former vice-chancellor or academician of proven integrity and administrative capability
for the post of chairman.

Applications for the post of vice-chancellors can be invited through advertisements on the
university website and through newspapers. Biodata of candidates must also be published on
the websites. The committee may then allot marks to candidates’ scholarship in terms of
teaching and research, administrative capabilities, and capacity for fundraising. The scores
obtained by candidates should be consolidated and the names of shortlisted candidates then
submitted in the order of merit to chancellors for deciding on formal appointments.

Another important issue is accountability of faculty, and the best way to ensure that is to put in
place an institutional structure of ‘academic audit’. Faculty members must mandatorily upload on
university websites their annual plans for research and innovative modes of teaching. Their
annual self-appraisal reports can be evaluated by external peers and their recommendations
should be strictly implemented. There is an urgent need to overcome faculty shortage by
recruiting teachers in order to overcome the existing trend of higher educational institutions
relying on guest faculty.
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Finally, in order to improve the higher education ecosystem, excellence in teaching, research,
innovation, entrepreneurship and social contribution must be encouraged. The NEP’s
recommendations, like the introduction of four-year courses that have the option of re-entry and
exit, one- or two-year postgraduate courses, and setting up of an Academic Bank of Credit for
credit transfers, may be helpful.

The author is former Dean, Faculty of Arts, Bangalore University and former Senior Fellow,
ICSSR, New Delhi.
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IN TELEHEALTH, SCALING UP THE INDIAN
ADVANTAGE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

In the novel coronavirus pandemic, health-care providers have been reassigned from other
specialties to COVID-19, restricting high quality care for other conditions. Simultaneously,
lockdowns and fear of transmission have dampened demand for non-emergency care. A survey
conducted by the World Health Organization (WHO) in 105 countries in July 2020
(https://bit.ly/3aqKJ6R) showed that essential services were disrupted in the majority of
countries, with immunisation, antenatal and childcare services among the most widely affected.
About 45% of low-income countries incurred at least partial disruption of over 75% of services,
relative to only 4% of high-income countries. Almost 60% of services were at least partially
disrupted in South East Asian countries.

In India, detection of tuberculosis cases was down by 50% in April-December of 2020 relative to
the same period in 2019, and antenatal care visits were down by 56% in the first half of 2020.
With stoppage of routine follow ups, blood sugar control for diabetics was at risk, increasing the
chances of adverse events requiring hospitalisation, including worse outcomes in the case of
COVID-19 infection. Cancer care has been badly affected in many countries, as well as
diagnosis and treatment of other non-communicable diseases.

Further, the pandemic has exacerbated inequalities — people living in rural and remote areas
were further disadvantaged by not being able to travel to cities to seek specialist care. The pre-
existing shortage of specialists in many rural areas led to care being delayed or not happening
at all.

The acceleration in the use of digital technologies has mitigated the impact of COVID-19 to
some extent. Virtual consultations avoid the risk of COVID-19 transmission and are helping to
bridge this socio-economic divide.

The Indian government’s eSanjeevani platform offers both provider-to-patient interactions and
provider-to-provider interactions, where patients visit smartphone-equipped community health
officers in rural health and wellness centres; these in turn connect to general practitioners and
specialist doctors through a hub-and-spoke model. Private providers and non-governmental
organisations have also expanded virtual access to underserved populations.

Yet, given the scale of unmet demand, there is an urgent need to increase the efficiency and
effectiveness of every minute spent in virtual care interactions. There are lessons we can learn
from the pandemic that can be applied usefully to how we deliver health care.

Remote-shared medical appointments in which multiple patients with similar medical needs
meet with a clinician at once, remotely, and where each receives individual attention, can greatly
increase telehealth capacity by eliminating repetition of common advice.

Remote shared medical appointments essentially virtualise in-person shared medical
appointments (SMAs) which have been offered successfully in the United States for over 20
years. Patients get more time with their clinician, albeit not in private. SMAs enable peer support
and peer-to-peer learning. Providers who have offered SMAs have found them to improve both
productivity and outcomes for many conditions, notably diabetes. SMAs could help tackle India’s
widespread “sugar” problem.
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The Aravind Eye Hospital in Puducherry has successfully trialled in-person SMAs for patients
with glaucoma, a disease that causes gradual, irreversible blindness. Glaucoma progression can
be slowed through regular follow up and taking prescribed medications. The eye hospital found
that in shared appointments, patients spur one another to engage more and ask more questions.
Such (virtual) peer interaction could be welcome in the current paradigm of social distancing.

eSanjeevani and other telehealth platforms could consider offering virtual shared medical
appointments. Patients in different villages, with similar conditions can be seen at once remotely
by a generalist or specialist, during the pandemic. Once transmission risk subsides, seeing
patient groups within each village centre will help build supportive bonds, enable sharing of local
knowledge, and likely attract supplementary providers (physiotherapists, optometrists, etc) due
to scale.

Testing and vaccine adoption is stymied by misinformation. Providers can offer virtual group
information sessions accessible via smartphone in which a health-care worker explains the
benefits of COVID-19 testing and vaccination and answers questions, reaching potentially quite
large audiences. Engaging in real time with a care provider in an interactive format will likely
encourage safe behaviours to a greater extent than if the same information is provided without
interaction.

Switching to radically different care delivery models requires rigorous testing combined with
mentoring, training and behaviour change for both patients and providers. Adoption of in-person
shared medical appointments has been slow. The unique telehealth capacity crisis which
COVID-19 has created is drawing interest to virtual SMAs. Training platforms such as ECHO,
which train primary-care providers in many States through an online platform — can accelerate
adoption and should also guide implementers on how to gather data that can be used to
scientifically validate this care model.

Patients who choose to attend an in-person SMA often like the experience and return for more.
This is likely for virtual SMAs too. Trialling and acceptance of this model could amplify the
impact of health systems both during the pandemic and beyond.

Relative to other nations, India is well poised to ramp up telehealth. Data plans are cheaper in
India than anywhere. It is possible to get 1.5GB of data a day for a few hundred rupees a month,
and Indians from all socioeconomic groups regularly enjoy group video chats with friends and
relatives. Having a group interaction with a care provider on an appropriately secure platform is
certainly conceivable.

WHO’s Global Strategy on Digital Health, adopted by the World Health Assembly, is a call to
action providing a road map for nations to rapidly expand digital health services. With innovation
in systems thinking, learning and adaptation, new digital tools bring an opportunity to leapfrog
into a reality of ‘Health for All’.

Kamalini Ramdas is Deloitte Chaired Professor of Innovation and Entrepreneurship at London
Business School. Dr. Soumya Swaminathan is Chief Scientist at the World Health Organization.
This article draws on an article by the same writers that appeared in the January 2021 issue of
Nature Medicine; https://rdcu.be/cdwgq
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4 YEARS ON, UDAN PLAN STRUGGLES TO EXIT
TURBULENCE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Only about 40% of the routes awarded so far are active, with airlines shying away from using
most of the routes, wary of inadequate infrastructure and low demand.

NEW DELHI : India’s ambitious aim to link its smaller towns and cities to the wider air travel
network through the regional connectivity scheme (RCS) is struggling about four years after it
was kicked off.

Only about 40% of the routes awarded so far are active, with airlines shying away from using
most of the routes, wary of inadequate infrastructure and low demand.

Their concerns have mounted with covid severely denting demand.

The Airports Authority of India (AAI), the state-run airport operator, has so far held four rounds of
bidding under RCS, which was christened UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik) by the
government.

Under this scheme, airlines compete to win subsidies for operating flights linking small airports
with bigger ones.

As many as 766 routes have been awarded so far. However, only 311 routes involving 47 RCS
airports, five heliports and two water aerodromes continue to be operational as of 27 January,
civil aviation minister Hardeep Singh Puri told the Rajya Sabha last week.

“UDAN has turned into a game-changer for a few airports, namely Darbhanga, Jharsuguda,
Kadapa, Nasik, Belagavi, Hubbali, Kishangarh, etc. by triggering the air connectivity and
regional growth," Puri said.

However, with airlines and airports staring at huge losses this fiscal due to the pandemic, there
is limited appetite to start new routes under RCS as passenger demand continues to be weaker
than pre-covid levels, an industry official said, requesting anonymity.

“The pandemic hit regional airlines harder than the bigger ones, which have more cash to see
through the crisis. So, airlines, irrespective of the subsidies provided, will often opt to operate
only on routes that have enough demand to at least make up for cost," the official said.

Regional airlines, despite earning exclusivity on RCS routes, use smaller aircraft to cope with
low demand. This drives up costs and hurts commercial viability.

Government subsidies often don’t cover the entire cost while fares on such routes are capped,
hindering airlines’ ability to make such flights sustainable.

Regional carriers such as Air Deccan have halted flights while TruJet, StarAir, Zoom Air and Air
Heritage have scaled down their operations due to the pandemic.

For RCS to work, the government needs to create a hub and spoke model between smaller

https://www.livemint.com/topic/regional-connectivity-scheme
https://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/Udaan
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cities and the larger metros with the help of Air India and other private carriers, said a senior
official at a Gurugram-based budget airline.

“Steps from state governments like reducing taxes on fuel and providing other incentives will
further push some airlines to start their services in some of the under-connected routes," the
official added.

A hub refers to a central airport that flights are routed through, and spokes are the routes that
planes take out of hub airport.

Aviation consultancy CAPA India said in a recent presentation on regional aviation that most
domestic airlines are struggling to recover their cost as airfares in India remain one of the lowest
in the world. The price sensitivity is more pronounced in regional routes.
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A VERDICT THAT HAS ENDED A LONG SILENCE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The acquittal of Priya Ramani, a journalist, on a complaint of criminal defamation by former
Union Minister M.J. Akbar has come as a vindication to a long line of women who have not been
taken seriously earlier when they have alleged sexual harassment. Many an allegation has often
remained unvoiced for fear of ridicule, shaming, or on grounds of sheer financial necessity.
There have also been those who feel that anything short of rape or outraging a woman’s
modesty is not actionable. That long silence has now been broken by this verdict. A powerful
man’s predatory past has caught up with him, when a not-so-powerful victim chose to come
forward with her story and even at the risk of imprisonment, turned down suggestions of a
compromise and persisted with telling her truth.

The story begins in December 1993 when the very term sexual harassment was rather
unknown. Ms. Ramani, then 23, was being interviewed for a job by the then 43-year-old celebrity
editor, at 7 in the evening, in a five-star hotel, the Oberoi, in Mumbai. Rather than having a
meeting in the lobby that she was expecting, she was surprised to be called up to the man’s
room. She says, “It was more date, less interview. You offered me a drink from the mini bar (I
refused, you drank vodka), we sat on a small table for two that overlooked the Queen’s
Necklace (how romantic!) and you sang me old Hindi songs after inquiring after my musical
preferences. You thought you were irresistible. The bed, a scary interview accompaniment, was
already turned down for the night. Come sit here, you said at one point, gesturing to a tiny space
near you. I’m fine, I replied with a strained smile. I escaped that night, you hired me, I worked for
you for many months even though I swore I would never be in a room alone with you again.”

Also read | My victory belongs to everyone who spoke up during the #MeToo movement, says
Priya Ramani

This account from her article dated October 12, 2017 in Vogue India, did not name Mr. Akbar,
who since June 2016, was a Minister of State, in the Ministry of External Affairs. However, on
October 8, 2018 Ms. Ramani put out on Twitter “I began this piece with my MJ Akbar story.
Never named him because he didn’t ‘do’ anything. Lots of women have worse stories about this
predator maybe they’ll share.” A media storm followed which forced Mr. Akbar to resign his
position as a Minister on October 17. 2018. The next day, he filed a criminal complaint for
defamation against Ms. Ramani for her article and her tweets.

The law of criminal defamation is premised on a person’s right to a reputation. Making or
publishing “any imputation concerning any person, intending to harm, or knowing or having
reason to believe that such imputation will harm, the reputation of such person”, is criminal
defamation. Mr. Akbar alleged that Ms. Ramani’s allegations, “by their very tone and tenor, are
ex facie defamatory and had not only damaged the complainant’s goodwill and reputation in his
social circles and on the political stage, which was established after years of toil and hard work
but also had affected the personal reputation of complainant in the community, friends and
colleagues, thereby caused him irreparable loss and tremendous distress.”

Ms. Ramani premised her defence on the First Exception to Section 499 which postulates that “It
is not defamation to impute anything which is true concerning any person, if it be for the public
good that the imputation should be made or published.” She also relied upon the Ninth
Exception which says that , “It is not defamation to make an imputation on the character of
another provided that the imputation be made in good faith for the protection of the interests of

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/metoo-delhi-court-quashes-mj-akbars-defamation-case-against-priya-ramani/article33860324.ece
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the person making it, or of any other person, or for the public good.”

Editorial | Defamation as crime: On the acquittal of Priya Ramani

The Third Exception was also pressed into service saying: “It is not defamation to express in
good faith any opinion whatever respecting the conduct of any person touching any public
question, and respecting his character, so far as his character appears in that conduct ....” Thus
Ms. Ramani’s lawyers, led by Rebecca John, “plead[ed] truth as her defence, made in good
faith, in public interest, and for public good”. They “also contended that [the] complainant is not a
man of stellar and impeccable reputation and [the] accused did not defame him by publishing
the tweets and article”.

What seems to have turned the case is the testimony of witnesses produced by Ms. Ramani in
her defence. Her friend, Niloufer Venkataraman, corroborated that Ms. Ramani had narrated the
incident to her soon after it had occurred. The journalist, Ghazala Wahab, who had also worked
with Mr. Akbar at a later point of time, narrated her own horrifically detailed experience of
harassment by him. Relying on these witnesses, the court accepted the “defence of the accused
that she disclosed the truth regarding the incident of sexual harassment against her at the
Oberoi Hotel, Bombay in December 1993 on the basis of testimony of accused DW1 and its
corroboration by the testimony of DW2 Niloufer Venkatraman. The Court also accepts the
contention of the accused that the complainant is not a man of stellar reputation on the basis of
testimony of accused DW1 and testimony of DW3 Ghazala Wahab.” The judgment has thus
ruled that Ms. Ramani spoke the truth, and that Mr. Akbar had a pre-existing tarnished
reputation which had been exposed for the public good.

Also read | Lawyers, activists hail ‘historic’ judgement acquitting Priya Ramani

Many have wondered why the acquittal on a charge of defamation by a victim of sexual
harassment is being celebrated when the alleged perpetrator has faced no criminal prosecution
at all. The answer is that this judgment shines like a good deed in a naughty world when
contrasted against a series of cases where the legal process has failed to bring closure and
justice to women complainants.

In the Mathura rape case of 1978, the Supreme Court’s acquittal of the policeman, Tukaram,
earned it a stinging rebuke from legal scholars that “consent involves submission, but the
converse is not necessarily true”. A decade later, in 1988, IAS officer Rupan Deol Bajaj
prosecuted Punjab’s super-policeman K.P.S. Gill, for outraging her modesty. Mr. Gill’s conviction
was maintained right up to the Supreme Court but he was released on probation and suffered no
imprisonment.

Two years later, in 1990, S.P.S. Rathore, another senior policeman in the neighbouring State of
Haryana, tried to force himself on a 14-year-old tennis player. When the girl and her family
complained to the authorities, a targeted pattern of vengeance and harassment followed which
lead to her death by suicide. Nevertheless, even after a prolonged uproar, in 2016, Mr. Rathore
got away in the Supreme Court, with a six-month term of imprisonment already undergone, in
view of his advanced age. The founder-editor of a magazine, Tarun Tejpal’s trial for an alleged
digital rape, in 2013, of his subordinate in a hotel lift, is still pending trial in a court in Goa.

By rarely visiting retribution upon the perpetrators, the legal process has hitherto yielded little in
terms of relief to the victim. Against all odds, the sight of Ms. Ramani and Ms. Rebecca John
triumphing in court may come to be a defining image in India’s long walk towards respecting
female sexual autonomy. Many more women will now be emboldened to resist harassment at
the workplace and elsewhere. Hopefully a few men are now deterred from trading power and
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position to secure sexual favours. Mr. Akbar may yet file an appeal and the wheels of justice
may yet be kept grinding, but Ms. Ramani today stands tall and vindicated.

Sanjay Hegde is a Senior Advocate of the Supreme Court of India
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EFFECTING A SOCIAL RISE, STARTING A POLITICAL
EXPERIMENT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

In a rare exercise last week, the Government of India tabled the Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order (Amendment) Bill 2021 that seeks to give effect to a long-standing political
demand to group seven Scheduled Caste subsects in Tamil Nadu under the heritage name
‘Devendrakula Velalar’ (DKV). The subsects include Devendrakulathan, Kadaiyan (excluding the
coastal areas of Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi, Ramanathapuram, Pudukottai, Thanjavur, Tiruvarur
and Nagapattinam districts), Kalladi, Kudumban, Pallan, Pannadi and Vathiriyan. These
subsects have a predominant presence in south Tamil Nadu, which is a communally sensitive
region.

Caste-based political parties and organisations, spearheading the demand, feel that shedding
individual Dalit caste tags would help in the social advancement of the community. Their
argument is that existing caste names were being used more in a derogatory sense to belittle
the community. The DKVs, they insist, were prosperous wetland owners, and not oppressed
sections, socially or economically. Besides, these seven Scheduled Caste subsects share
similarities, culturally.

Also read | Devendrakula Velalars won’t be delisted: Centre

The demand for such grouping has its genesis in latter day British India when these subsects
were included under the Scheduled Castes on the basis of their economic conditions. However,
the voices remained feeble for long, only gaining traction in the 1990s with the emergence of
influential community leaders such as K. Krishnasamy (founder, Puthiya Tamilagam) and John
Pandian (founder, Tamizhaga Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam). Caste clashes between the
Mukkulathors, an Other Backward Classes (OBC) community, and the Pallars, in the latter half
of 1990s over the naming of districts and transport corporations after community leaders, led to
a community consolidation.

By the turn of the millennium, the community leaders placed an unusual additional demand — to
delist the seven subsects from the Scheduled Castes arguing that being in the Schedule,
instead of being a facilitator, served as a detriment to social advancement. This was at a time
when some OBC communities were vociferous in wanting to be socially devalued and included
among the Most Backward Classes.

Mr. Krishnasamy, as MLA, periodically raised the twin demands of grouping and exclusion from
the Scheduled Castes list. Mainstream parties were cognisant of these demands but treaded
cautiously given the sensitivity of the subject and the dissent among sections of the subsects
over the ‘delisting’ proposal. Delisting and shuffling of castes from one reserved social class to
another was fraught with political and administrative risks. It could not only disturb the internal
sharing of the communal reservation quota pool by existing castes, but also invite objections
from other communities or spur political demands for similar reclassification.

Also read | A long-pending demand met at last

In February 2011, Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi (Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam) responding to
an appeal from senior Congress leader S. Peter Alphonse, constituted a one-man committee
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headed by Justice M.S. Janarthanam (retd.) to examine the grouping of the seven sub-castes. A
change in regime in May 2011 halted progress.

However, in 2015 the issue drew national attention when the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leadership, sensing a political opportunity to consolidate a vote bank in Tamil Nadu, a State
where it has minimal presence, threw its weight behind the demand. As per Census 2011, the
seven subsects constitute about 17.07% of the Scheduled Castes. In the southern districts, the
concentration of their population in many constituencies would be far greater.

Amit Shah, then BJP president, along with S. Gurumurthy, co-convener of the Swadeshi Jagran
Manch, at a public meeting organised by M. Thangaraj of the Thevendrar Thannaarva
Arakkattalai, endorsed the demand. Mr. Krishnasamy, suspicious of Mr. Shah’s intent then, has
since veered toward the BJP. Mr. Shah took it forward by arranging a meeting between a
delegation led by Mr. Thangaraj and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who instantly offered
support if the State government submitted a report.

Also read | Delay in removing group from SC list is shocking: Puthiya Tamilagam chief

But State Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami’s All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK) government was wary of being seen as hasty. It set up a committee headed by S.
Sumathi, Professor of Anthropology, University of Madras, to study the issue. Her report,
“Devendrakula Velalar – Cultural and Social Patterns of Seven Sub-Communities”, was not
made public, but it favoured a grouping of the subsects.

To win over the Puthiya Tamilagam ahead of the last parliamentary elections, Mr. Palaniswami
constituted a committee headed by Hans Raj Verma, IAS, to make recommendations on the
demand. Significantly, the government had eliminated the Vathiriyan caste from the purview of
the panel as there was opposition from the community to being classified under DKV.

With pressure from Mr. Krishnasamy mounting and the AIADMK fearing an erosion of its
traditional support base of Mukkulathors due to the sidelining of the close aide of former Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa, V.K. Sasikala, who belongs to the community, Mr. Palaniswami decided to
act. In the midst of electioneering in December 2020, he announced that he would write to the
Centre to classify the seven subsects (including Vathiriyan) as DKV following the Verma panel
recommendation.

The Centre lost no time and tabled the Bill in Parliament just a day before Mr. Modi visited
Chennai on February 14, where he sought to personally connect with the community by saying,
“Devendra rhymes with my own name Narendra”.

While community leaders see the Bill as a ‘crescent’, they still insist on the fulfilment of the
second demand of exclusion from the Scheduled Castes for a ‘full moon’ to rise. However, there
has been opposition from within. A section of Pallars and other castes is apprehensive of losing
the benefit of Scheduled Castes reservation, which is essential for access to higher education
and government job opportunities.

While electorally, the AIADMK-BJP alliance could now aim to consolidate the DKV vote bank,
like any caste issue, it has its share of trouble. Apart from the resistance from the Vathiriyans,
who even moved court challenging the demand for grouping, there is an undercurrent of
resentment from within the Vellalar community, an influential OBC segment, to the assignment
of the DKV title. The traditional Vellalars are spread across Tamil Nadu under sub-groups such
as Kongu Vellalar, Thuluva Vellalar, Saiva Vellalar, Choliya Vellalar, Chera Vellalar and Pandya
Vellalar.
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Claiming entitlement for the exclusive use of the ‘Vellalar’ title, they see the demand for use of
the same title by the Dalit subsects as “identity theft” and “cultural misappropriation”. They claim
that the use of the ‘Vellalar’ title by the subsects was a modern day inclusion by community
leaders and not a historic practice. They have no objection to the social advancement of the
seven subsects including their demand to be delisted from the Scheduled Castes. The Vellalars
suggest that the subsects could be grouped under the title ‘Devendrakulathars’ or
‘Devendrakulars’, but not ‘Vellalar’; an electoral fallout cannot be ruled out.

Also read | When Dalits were also landowners and Vellalas slaves

In fact, some Vellalar representatives have argued that in the parliamentary elections, the
AIADMK-BJP alliance was hurt in Vellalar-dominated western region, its traditional stronghold,
due to their backing of the DKV classification demand. They claim that Mr. Palaniswami, a
Kongu Vellala Gounder, was unable to consolidate the community’s support. However,
considering the anti-Modi sentiments prevalent then and in the absence of psephological
evidence, it would be hard to judge if the community voted against the ruling alliance over the
issue of using the Vellalar title.

Among the Dalits too, opinion is divided on the grouping of subsects under a common title.
There are apprehensions that over time, this could trigger arguments as to which of the larger
groups is numerically stronger, thereby clouding the larger Dalit cause. This section argues that
Dalits as such cannot be treated as a homogeneous group considering the differences within in
terms of social status and geographical identity.

Whatever the outcome of the current move, it is indeed unique for a community to have placed
social advancement as priority to be delisted from the Scheduled Castes forgoing the
concessions it offers. Also, this would be a precedent for using anthropological study for social
grouping in Tamil Nadu. Politically, though, this would remain a trapeze walk.
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difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
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misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
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THE PRESSING NEED TO ADJUDICATE, NOT MEDIATE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

The recent judgment of the Supreme Court that refused to review its earlier verdict on the
Shaheen Bagh protest is inseparable from its political context. The verdict of October 7, 2020
declared that there is no absolute right to protest, and it could be subjected to the orders of the
authority regarding the place and time. Apart from thinking about the legal and constitutional
issues, it can also lead to a discourse on the moral authority of the top court in dealing with such
fundamental questions related to freedom.

Both the judgments came out at the time of ongoing street agitations. Protest “at anytime and
anywhere” has not been as simple as conceived in the judgments. The agitations against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) and the farm laws also brought out the immense agony and
hardship that the protesters had to face. In the anti-farm laws struggle, they experienced
suffering over almost the entire winter for a cause which they believe as one that concerns the
whole nation. They had to pay a heavy price for their convictions. Many were subjected to
malicious prosecution by the state on serious charges of sedition and terrorist activities. Not only
the protesters but also their supporters, including comedians and journalists, were not spared.
All freedoms under Article 19 of the Constitution, from freedom of expression to that of peaceful
association, were seriously impaired.

Comment | The right to protest in a free society

Even today, many languish in jail for the offence of dissent and the more serious offence of
‘andolan’. Disha Ravi, a 22-year-old climate activist, was booked recently for ‘conspiracy against
the government’. Such arrests continue because the protests are a political challenge to the
existing regime, a theme which the Court did not even address with contextual details.

There is a more significant question that a citizen could pose against the Court’s
pronouncements on the Shaheen Bagh protest. The agitations on the street became an
imperative because the issues were not subjected to a timely judicial examination. The subject
matter of almost all the major protests which have happened recently in India, be it over
‘economic reservation’, the CAA or the farms laws, involved legal and constitutional issues
requiring immediate and effective adjudication in terms of their constitutional validity. The top
court could not exercise its constitutional role and ensure judicial scrutiny on an aggrandising
executive and an equally imposing Parliament by exercising its counter-majoritarian function.
Having failed to do so, the kind of ‘balancing’ which the Court now tries to attain by way of the
Shaheen Bagh orders will pose more questions than it answers.

In the original judgment on Shaheen Bagh, the Court attempted to “mediate” the issue and
admitted in the judgment that it “did not produce any solution”. The Court’s duty during the
testing times is to adjudicate, and not to mediate. A reconciliatory approach is not a substitute
for juridical assertion. The review petition provided the Supreme Court an opportunity to revisit
its earlier folly where it merely acted as a judicial extension of the executive. It could have taken
empirical lessons from a political situation that was almost proximate to an internal Emergency.

The Hindu Parley podcast  | Do free speech laws need to be reworked in today’s context?

Constitutional morality is a philosophy that should primarily apply to the constitutional courts. Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar used this idea in terms of institutions and not of individuals. Had there been a
timely adjudication of the validity of the laws which was questioned by the process recognised
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by the law, the torment on the street could have been probably reduced.

A fair and effective adjudicative mechanism in constitutional matters can meaningfully sublimate
the agitation on the street. Studies have shown that social movements could be less radical and
less oppositional when the issues could be effectively sorted out by way of fair litigative means.
Sociologist Luke Martell was of the opinion that the radical green movement in Britain has been
at a slower pace when compared with other parts of western Europe, because the “public
enquiry system” in the United Kingdom could “process ecological demands, integrate them into
the political system and minimise radicalisation of the movement arising out of exclusion and
marginalisation”. The principle can have application across the constitutional democracies.

The textbook theory of “balancing” the right to protest and the right to move along the road does
not need any reiteration in the constitutional climate of the present day. When fear is the new
normal for the average Indian, the Court’s only role is to act as the guardian of the right to
dissent.

Comment | Mediating the farmers’ protests is difficult terrain

In the review petition, the petitioners rightly apprehended that the observations in the earlier
judgment against the indefinite occupation of public space “may prove to be a license in the
hands of the police to commit atrocities on legitimate voice of protest”. The Court, by its present
rejection of the plea, has reinforced an illiberal state’s intimidating stand during another unjust
political situation. Its affirmation of the earlier view is not merely insensitive or surreal. It
illustrates an instance of “abusive judicial review”, as described by David Landau and Rosalind
Dixon, where the Court not only refuses to act as the umpire of democracy but aids the
executive in fulfilling its strategies. In the process, it legitimises very many illegitimate state
actions.

In the 2020 verdict,the Supreme Court has also failed to properly appreciate and contextualise
the earlier Constitution Bench judgment in Himat Lal K. Shah vs Commissioner of Police (1972)
even after referring to it. It is the state’s intrusion into the realm of rights that should worry the
Court. In Himat Lal K. Shah, the Court said that the rule framed by the Ahmedabad Police
Commissioner conferred arbitrary power on the police officers in the matter of public meetings
and, therefore, was liable to be struck down. Justice Kuttyil Kurien Mathew, in Himat Lal K.
Shah, explained that “freedom of assembly is an essential element of a democratic system” and
that “the public streets are the ‘natural’ places for expression of opinion and dissemination of
ideas”.

In the review petition, it was not the cause alone that was tried. It was also the Court.

Kaleeswaram Raj is a lawyer at the Supreme Court of India
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‘RIGHT TO PEACEFUL PROTEST IS A NON-
NEGOTIABLE HUMAN RIGHT’

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

Greta Thunberg  

Swedish teen climate activist Greta Thunberg has extended her support to Disha Ravi, the 22-
year-old environmental activist who has been charged with sedition for allegedly editing an
advocacy toolkit on the farmers’ protest, and sharing it with Ms. Thunberg.

“Freedom of speech and the right to peaceful protest and assembly are non-negotiable human
rights. These must be a fundamental part of any democracy,” Ms. Thunberg tweeted on Friday,
using the hashtag #StandWithDishaRavi.

Her first public expression of support comes almost a week after Ms. Ravi’s arrest.

The Swedish activist’s earlier tweets, first sharing and then deleting the toolkit, had brought the
advocacy document to public attention.

Fridays for Future

On Friday, Ms. Thunberg’s statement of support was posted as part of a tweet thread by Fridays
For Future (FFF) India, the environmental group that Ms. Ravi was aligned with.

“We consist of a group of students who, with only a ray of hope, strive towards creating a future
which is worth living in...Disha has been an integral part of this movement. Not only has she
been voicing out environment concerns in India but strived for the equality and representation of
the country's most affected and marginalized groups in the global climate movement's narrative,”
said their tweet thread.

FFF India emphasised that the organisation has always condemned violence of any sort.

“If there is one thing [Ms. Ravi’s] activism has taught us, it is to raise our voices peacefully and
respectfully for those at stake, to ensure justice for everyone,” the group stated.
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THE HINDU EXPLAINS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The story so far: The Central government confirmed this week the presence of three mutant
variants of the SARS-CoV-2 virus — from South Africa (four cases), Brazil (one case) and the
U.K. (187 cases). Following this, the government issued a fresh set of guidelines for
international travel. The new rules, which will come into effect at 11.59 p.m. on February 22,
were released on Wednesday and state that “based on the risk assessment, this document shall
be reviewed from time to time”.

The World Health Organization reports that the new variants demonstrate increased
transmissibility. The strains from the U.K, South Africa and Brazil have so far been detected in
86, 44 and 15 countries respectively. “While India has stabilised its active COVID-19 cases,
these new strains and any laxity could prompt a surge in numbers,” said NITI Aayog member
V.K. Paul.

Coronavirus | Challenges in developing, testing vaccines against variants

While India does not have direct flights from South Africa and Brazil, all international travellers
coming from or transiting through flights originating from the U.K., Europe and West Asia are
required to submit a self-declaration form online, carry a negative COVID-19 report, and mention
their travel history for the past 14 days. They also need to mention whether they plan to
disembark at the arrival airport or take further flights within India.

Airlines are to identify travellers arriving from or transiting through the U.K., South Africa and
Brazil and segregate them during the journey and while deboarding. These travellers will have to
give their samples for testing before exiting the airport. If they test positive, they have to undergo
treatment as per the standard health protocol, the SOP states. The guidelines specify that
contacts of suspect cases are the co-passengers seated in the same row, three rows in front
and three rows behind, along with identified cabin crew. Community contacts of travellers who
have tested positive (during the home quarantine period) would be subjected to institutional
quarantine in separate quarantine centres for 14 days and tested as per the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) protocol.

International travellers have to submit a self-declaration form before their travel and upload a
negative COVID-19 RT-PCR report, with the test having been conducted 72 hours prior to
undertaking the journey. Passengers also have to submit a declaration for the authenticity of the
report, and if found otherwise, they will be liable for criminal prosecution. Only those travelling to
India for emergencies, such as the death of a family member, will be allowed to arrive without a
negative report. But they should seek exemption on the online portal 72 hours before boarding.

Coronavirus | U.K.'s mutating variant a concern as it might undermine vaccines, says scientist

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, in consultation with the Ministry of Civil Aviation, said
they issued these guidelines after reviewing the situation with regard to point of entry actions
and that these measures have been brought in to minimise the risk of import of mutant strains of
the virus.

The ICMR has said the South Africa variant, which first emerged independently in the country in
mid-December 2020, has undergone multiple mutations, including in the receptor-binding
domain of the spike protein. Currently, a majority of cases in South Africa are due to this variant.
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In India, the strain was detected in four different South Africa returnees in January 2021 — one
each from Angola and Tanzania, and two from South Africa, said ICMR Director-General Balram
Bhargava.

He added that the first six cases of the U.K. strain were reported in India in the last week of
December 2020.

Coronavirus | A virus that changes stripes

On the Brazil strain, the ICMR noted that it emerged independently in Brazil in early January
2021 and is linked to the rise in cases in Brazil, particularly in Manaus. “Mutations in the
receptor-binding domain of the spike protein were detected and it has shown increased
transmissibility. India detected a case of this variant strain in a Brazil returnee in the first week of
February,” said Dr. Bhargava.

On the U.K. variant, the ICMR said the neutralisation potential matches other heterologous virus
strains in India and the vaccines that we have.

For the other two variants, research is ongoing. “The ICMR-National Institute of Virology (NIV) is
attempting to isolate and culture the South Africa strain,” said Dr. Bhargava. The Brazil strain
has been successfully isolated and cultured at ICMR-NIV, Pune and experiments to assess
vaccine effectiveness are underway, he added.

Coronavirus | Clinical trials indicate India’s vaccines will be effective against COVID-19 variants:
ICMR

To monitor the genomic variations in the SARS-CoV-2 on a regular basis through a multi-
laboratory network, India has set-up the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG), comprising 10 labs. “The consortium will ascertain the status of the new variant of
the SARS-CoV-2 in the country, establish a sentinel surveillance for early detection of genomic
variants with public health implication, and determine the genomic variants in the unusual
events/trends (super-spreader events, high mortality/morbidity trend areas etc.),” said Dr.
Bhargava. “Knowledge generated through this vital research consortium will also assist in
developing diagnostics and potential therapeutics and vaccines in the future.”
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AN ESTIMATE OF WASH ACROSS HEALTHCARE
FACILITIES IN INDIA

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Dire need: In all, 8,27,000 people in low- and middle-income countries die as a result of
inadequate water, sanitation and hygiene each year.   | Photo Credit: hadynyah

The status of WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene) in healthcare facilities is an important issue
in development. In an article published recently in BMJ Global Health, researchers from Center
for Disease Dynamics, Economics and Policy (CDDEP), Maryland, US, have estimated the cost
of ensuring WASH and taking related steps for infection prevention and control for one year in
healthcare facilities in all of India.

They estimate that improving WASH across the pubic healthcare facilities in India and
maintaining this for a year would cost $354 million (Rs 2567,00,00,000 approximately) in capital
costs and $289 million (Rs 2095,00,00,000 approximately) in recurrent expenses.

The study further finds that the most costly interventions were providing clean water, linen
reprocessing and sanitation while the least expensive were hand hygiene, medical device
reprocessing and environmental surface cleaning. A 2019 joint global baseline report by WHO
and UNICEF had pointed out that globally, one in four healthcare facilities lacked basic water
servicing and one in five had no sanitation service and 42% had no hygiene facilities at point of
care.

A WHO document on WASH in healthcare facilities points out that 8,27,000 people in low- and
middle-income countries die as a result of inadequate water, sanitation and hygiene each year.
Also, death of 2,97,000 children under five years can be prevented each year if better WASH
could be provided.

On a positive note, a 2012 WHO report had calculated that for every dollar invested in
sanitation, there was $5.50 to be gained in lower health costs, more productivity and fewer
premature deaths.

It is noteworthy that ensuring availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation to
all is one of the 2030 sustainable development goals of the WHO.

Given this context, the India study by CDDEP comes as a welcome first-level estimate.

“The goal of our study was to gather estimates of unit costs for each intervention service unit
from which we extrapolated facility wide costs,” says Katie K. Tseng of CDDEP, the first author
of the study, in an email to The Hindu. “In our calculation of national cost estimates, the
proportion of healthcare facilities requiring intervention were estimated primarily from literature
and not from surveyed healthcare facilities,” she says.

Inadequacies in proving WASH and also lack of infection prevention and control can lead to
healthcare associated infections. Some of the pathogens to look out for are Acinetobacter
baumannii, Enterococcus faecalis, Escherichia coli, Salmonella typhi, Streptococcus
pneumoniae and many more. “These pathogens are commonly implicated as causative agents
of healthcare associated infections because of their ability to develop resistance to antibiotics.
Common healthcare associated infections include central-line-associated bloodstream

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/hadynyah/
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infections, catheter-associated urinary tract infections, surgical site infections and ventilator-
associated pneumonia,” says Dr. Tseng.

In the fight against the spread of antimicrobial resistance too, the importance of prevention of
infections cannot be overemphasised. “This study was a part of a larger project to determine the
cost-effectiveness of WASH interventions to reduce healthcare-associated infections among
mother and neonates across the Indian healthcare system,” says Jyoti Joshi of CDDEP, another
author of the paper.

According to her, while this study forms the starting point for larger costing estimates, it also
highlights the need for a concerted effort from local bodies, State and Central governments to
sustainably address quality and inequality issues in WASH provision.

“We believe our findings show that addressing gaps in WASH across the Indian healthcare
system is not only within the realm of possibility in terms of affordability – when compared to
other national health campaigns – but can also be combined with other national efforts to
address health priorities such as antimicrobial resistance,” she says.

“The intersection between WASH, infection prevention and control and antimicrobial resistance
is unique in that it offers policy makers an opportunity to address multiple overlapping problems
through interventions on WASH in healthcare facilities,” she adds.
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TELANGANA ACHIEVES 100% TAP WATER
CONNECTIONS TO SCHOOLS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Adding another feather in its cap, Telangana has joined the group of States which ensured tap
water connections to all schools and anganwadi centres (AWCs) spread across the State.

The State was the first in the country to provide tap water connections to 100% households and
the achievement was acknowledged by the Centre a few days ago. Works on providing tap
water connection to schools, anganwadi centres and ashramshalas was taken up under the 100-
day special campaign of the Ministry of Jal Shakti under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

The programme was launched by the Union Government acknowledging the need of potable
piped water to children as they were more susceptible to water borne diseases as also the need
for repeated hand washing to prevent the spread of COVID-19 pandemic. Telangana was
among the group of States including Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Goa, Haryana and
Tamil Nadu which reported provision of tap water in all schools and AWCs while Punjab
reported provision of piped water supply in all schools.

According to an official release, concerted efforts had been made to make provision of potable
drinking water supply to schools, AWCs and ashramshalas under the campaign.

So far, 1.82 lakh grey water management structures and 1.42 lakh rain water harvesting
structures have been constructed in schools and AWCs. In all, 5.21 lakh schools and 4.71 lakh
AWCs had been provided with piped water supply and around 8.24 lakh assets in these
institutions have been geo-tagged.

Panchayat Raj and Rural Development Minister E. Dayakar Rao expressed happiness over the
recognition given to the State and said the credit for the achievement would go to Mission
Bhagiratha, a brainchild of Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao.

The State had already achieved the significant milestone of providing fluoride free water through
piped water connections in the vulnerable areas.

The Minister, at the same time, wanted the Centre to release assistance for projects like Mission
Bhagiratha liberally in addition to the recognition being given to the State’s efforts.
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THE BLANK PAGES IN INDIA’S ONLINE LEARNING
EXPERIENCE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The world is presently grappling with the adverse impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in the
social, economic and political spheres. India can be counted among those nations that have
been impacted severely.

COVID-19 has affected all sectors. However, there are areas where countries such as India
should be more worried about. One of them is education, especially education of the girl child.
Around 300 million children across all age groups are reported to be out of school in India now
(the number is of the period when all schools were closed) . And as and when schools finally
reopen in the country, the number of children returning to class has to be closely scrutinised.
The education sector faces the challenges of delivery, especially of pedagogical processes,
classroom assessment frameworks, students’ support and teacher-student engagement.

Also read | E-learning in India, a case of bad education

More than just the numbers, the authorities have to realistically assess the level of
understanding of students who have returned to schools after ‘digital learning’ at home. This is
crucial as studies conducted on government-run schools in various States indicate poor
performance — a majority of children, especially girl students, have missed out much on the
various e-mail platforms offered. Apart from poor access to digital data, the children were
burdened with household/farm work; girl students in particular were apprehensive of being given
away in marriage. There is credible evidence that students, parents and teachers were
unprepared for the pedagogic shift.

School closures have had a significant impact on both students and their families, more in the
case of the vulnerable and underprivileged sections. The lockdown happened during the last
quarter of the academic year which led to the postponement of examinations and the curtailment
of the prescribed syllabi. On their part, governments tried to put in place measures to address
the situation. The basic strategy was to give a push to the digital distance learning method. The
focus was on the use of text/video/audio content through SMS, WhatsApp, radio and TV
programmes to reach out to students and engage them.

The Union Ministry of Human Resource Development in March 2020 started sharing free e-
learning platforms. They included the Diksha portal which has e-learning content aligned to the
curriculum, and e-Pathshala, an app by the National Council of Educational Research and
Training for Classes 1 to 12 in multiple languages. SWAYAM hosts 1,900 complete courses
including teaching videos, computer weekly assignments, examinations and credit transfers,
aimed both at school (Classes 1 to 12) and higher education. SWAYAM Prabha is a group of 32
direct to home channels devoted to the telecasting of educational programmes. While this looks
fairly impressive, there are many pitfalls.

Also read | Why e-learning isn’t a sustainable solution to the COVID-19 education crisis in India

Studies indicate that the rapid transition to digital learning has been very challenging. The
initiative failed to take into account existing divides — spatial, digital, gender and class. A recent
UNICEF report points out that the massive school closures exposed the uneven distribution of
technology that is needed to facilitate remote learning. The chances for an education-enabled
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social and economic mobility appear to be grim in the country.

Following closure of schools, boys became inattentive to studies while girls, with lesser
opportunities, were more involved in household chores. With their educational routine having
been disrupted, children, in many cases, have also forgotten what they learnt earlier. Again, the
decision to postpone the board examinations and to allow automatic promotion to the higher
classes is bound to affect the quality.

Comment | Can online learning replace the school classroom?

A survey promoted by the Centre for Budget and Policy Studies, in July 2020, of 3,176
households of Assam, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Telangana and Delhi, found that in families which
faced cash and food shortages, only 50% of the boys and girls were confident of returning to
school. The abilities of the families and communities concerned to support the educational
journeys of the children have been found to be affected.

One should remember that attending schools is not about learning alone. The long closure of
schools has also meant the disruption of a range of activities such as the mid-day meal scheme,
the school health programme and pre-metric scholarships to girl children. These activities in the
past have had a lot to do with the enrolment as well as regular attendance. As for the digital
initiative, it was taken up in a haphazard manner. Many States lacked adequate digital
infrastructure and even teachers were poorly equipped to teach. Also, they were not consulted
before the initiative. Now, the biggest complaint of the authorities concerned seems to be that
teachers have been drawing their salaries doing precious little.

Comment | What challenges do online classes pose?

In States such as Rajasthan, the education of girl children is still a challenge. The State is
positioned precariously — the second worst in overall literacy rates in India and the lowest
literacy rate among the females (NSS,2017-18); 20% of girls in the age group 15-16 were out of
school against the national average of 13.5 (Annual Status of Education Report 2018). Despite
pioneering initiatives in education such as the Lok Jumbish and Shiksha Karmi projects,
Rajasthan continues to flounder in systemic issues of education that relate to quality, equity and
gender.

A study by the Institute of Development Studies, Jaipur and Development Solutions, Delhi in
September-October, found that most girls in Rajasthan (between 13-16 years) were keen to
return to school. That as many as 97% of them in the districts surveyed — Tonk, Dausa, Karauli
and Udaipur — had been enrolled in schools before the COVID-19 lockdown itself was a
positive finding.

However, the much touted online education plan of the State government did not work. In
Rajasthan, the access of girls to education during the COVID-19 period was limited to 11%. Girls
who had online access reported links through WhatsApp (92%) and YouTube (12%). The
reasons for the inability of students to access online education were: lack of devices, poor or no
Internet connectivity, and also girls’ preoccupation with household activity.

Interestingly, schools run by the non-governmental organisation sector did fairly well during the
interregnum. Catering mostly to the poor and backward segments, these schools did not go
online. Instead, teachers visited individual students at home. They also taught children in small
groups.

There seems to be consensus that online classes are not comparable to actual classroom
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http://www.idsj.org/
https://www.devsolutions.org/
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education. The attempts at digital learning have only exposed the wide digital divide between the
rich and the poor and the urban and rural areas. Education planning has to be context specific,
gender responsive and inclusive. Enabling measures should include access to online education,
removal of barriers in pre-metric scholarships and ensuring the provision of mid-day meals, iron
and folic acid tablets and provision of personal hygiene products to girl students even when
schools are closed.

Also read | Study highlights online education woes

Once schools reopen finally, the authorities should establish the re-enrolment of children as
mandated by the National Education Policy 2020. Mass outreach programmes should be
developed with civil society to encourage re-enrolment. Remedial tuitions and counselling are
advisable, along with scholarships, targeted cash transfers and other entitlements to retain the
poorest at school. It is also apt to consider making secondary education for girls free. Given the
seriousness of the situation, one expects the governments to keep the budgetary share of
education to 6% of GDP, as emphasised by the President of India.

Sunny Sebastian is Former Vice-Chancellor, Haridev Joshi University of Journalism and Mass
Communication, Jaipur, Rajasthan
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Thank you!
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-23

SEDITION LIES IN THE EFFECT, NOT IN CONTENT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

A protest against the sedition case filed by the police against a school after a play performed by
students denounced the new citizenship law, in Bengaluru in February 2020.>A  

Recent charges of sedition against individuals have brought back focus to a law introduced in
the Indian Penal Code in 1870. In Kedar Nath Singh v. State of Bihar (1962), the Supreme Court
upheld the constitutional validity of sedition and noted it as being a reasonable restriction on free
speech as provided in Article 19(2) of the Constitution. It made clear that a citizen has the right
to say or write whatever she likes about the government, or its measures, by way of criticism or
comments, as long as she does not incite people to violence against the government
established by law or with the intention of creating public disorder. One wonders, if the law
provides this protection, then why is this archaic, yet powerful, law often used to quell dissent?

Following the Kedar Nath case, the Bombay High Court, in the case of cartoonist Aseem Trivedi,
issued guidelines which the police must follow prior to invoking the provisions of sedition. These
inter alia include an objective evaluation of the material to form an opinion on whether the words
and actions cause disaffection, enmity and disloyalty to the government as they must be of the
magnitude that they incite violence or tend to create public disorder. The Court also directed
obtaining a legal opinion in writing from a law officer of the district who must give reasons on
how the pre-conditions are met. This needs to be followed by a second opinion from the State’s
public prosecutor. And while courts have on numerous occasions cautioned law enforcement
agencies not to misuse the provisions on sedition, and follow court directions, regrettably, they
are grossly ignored. The problem therefore lies in the poor implementation of the law and
guidelines.

This is evident from recent reports, based on data from the National Crime Records Bureau.
Between 2016 and 2019, the number of cases of sedition under Section 124A increased by
160%, while the rate of conviction dropped to 3.3% in 2019 from 33.3% in 2016.

Notably, many charged were individuals protesting government action, which the Constitution
Bench in Kedar Nath held falls outside the ambit of sedition. Consequently, the staggering
numbers have got people saying that “the aim is not to punish or convict anyone but to
incarcerate them… the process itself is the punishment.”

This data and the gross misuse of the legal provisions compel one to state that even though a
Constitution Bench upheld the vires of the law of sedition, the circumstances now require a
complete relook at the provision. After all, when the situation changes, the statute calls for a
change as law cannot afford to remain static. In the Internet age, where we are all consumed by
social media and where information travels at the speed of lightning, what can lead to public
disorder has itself become debatable. With cyberbullies and a select few being able to make
things trend, even the wrong ones, a lot has changed from 1962 when the Kedar Nath case was
decided. Even otherwise, clutching on to a foreign legal order is no longer needed.

Interestingly, however, the present situation is the reverse. The U.K. repealed the offence of
sedition in 2010 and India is holding onto a relic of the British Empire. As recent as 2018, the
Law Commission of India took note of this and questioned how far it is justified to retain Section
124A, especially in view of the fact that several existing statutes take care of various actions
which were earlier considered seditious. It also sought consideration on whether keeping
Section 124A would serve any purpose and whether reducing the rigour of the law of sedition
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would be detrimental or beneficial to the nation. The outcome of this consultative paper is
unknown, but the discussion needs to be rekindled.

And till the law on sedition continues to remain on our statute book, courts must adopt what
some Western countries follow: an effect-based test which examines the effects of the seditious
text rather than a content-based test which reviews the text alone. As an Additional Sessions
Judge recently noted while granting bail in a case on sedition, “the law of sedition is a powerful
tool in the hands of the state to maintain peace and order in the society. However, it cannot be
invoked to quieten the disquiet under the pretence of muzzling the miscreants.” Not for a minute
is one saying that the perpetrators of violence must not be brought to book. They must, but
following the process established by law.

The issue is not about liberals, the right wing, conservatives or the left wing. It’s about India as
one nation. It’s about following our syncretic traditions and accepting that in a country of over 1.3
billion people, our unity rests in our diversity. After all, Vedic spirituality as one of its core ideas
postulates “Aano Bhadrah Krtavo Yantu Vishwatah (let noble thoughts come to us from all
directions)”. Following this sagacious advice, rather than asking those with a different view to
prove their nationalism, let us prove ours by respecting the principles of justice, liberty, equality
and fraternity as noted in the Preamble to our Constitution which assures to all individuals
dignity and unity and integrity of the nation above all else. Instead of repeatedly testing the
allegiance of those we disagree with, let us test our abilities by reforming our own mindset and
outlook towards those who muster up the courage to voice their dissent and stand apart.

If we do this, the only ‘toolkit’ we all really need is our Constitution and the principles it enshrines
to protect citizen freedoms, life and liberty. The hashtags we all need to spread and make trend
are the ones which detail the #RuleOfLaw and our commitment to it and the values it puts
forward as regards executive excesses and judicial restraint. What we must disseminate on all
social media outlets is our allegiance to due process, the need for speedy trials and our
commitment to the doctrine of presumption of innocence. It is not the alleged seditious acts that
are creating fragments in our society; it is in fact the persecution of individuals and labelling
them that are really creating cracks in our socio-politico ecosystem. In the words of Martin
Luther King, Jr. “We must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as fools.”

Satvik Varma is an advocate based in New Delhi
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-24

INDRADHANUSH 3.0 TO FILL GAP IN IMMUNISATION
DUE TO COVID

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Step forward:The campaign is being conducted in 250pre-identified districts/urban areas in 29
States/UTs.AFPAFP  

The States and Union Territories (UTs) have rolled out the Intensified Mission Indradhanush
(IMI) 3.0 scheme to cover children and pregnant women who missed routine immunisation
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Health Ministry said in a release issued on Tuesday. More
than 29,000 children and 5,000 pregnant women were covered on the first day, it added.

“Various States and UTs have started implementation of the Intensified Mission Indradhanush
3.0, a campaign aimed to reach those children and pregnant women who have been missed out
or been left out of the Routine Immunisation Programme. This is aimed to accelerate the full
immunisation of children and pregnant women through a mission mode intervention. The first
phase has been rolled out from February 22 for 15 days,” it said.

The campaign is scheduled to have two rounds of immunisation lasting 15 days (excluding
routine immunisation and holidays). It is being conducted in 250 pre-identified districts/urban
areas across 29 States/UTs.

Remote areas

Beneficiaries from migration areas and remote areas would be targeted as they may have
missed their vaccine doses during the pandemic. As per the guidelines released for IMI 3.0, the
districts have been classified to reflect 313 low risk, 152 medium risk and 250 high risk districts.

The Ministry said adherence to COVID-appropriate behaviour (CAB) during immunisation
activities has been strongly emphasised.

The States have been asked to follow a “staggered approach” to avoid crowding at the session
sites and even plan break-up sessions if a staggered approach is not effective.

The sessions have also been planned in such a way that not more than 10 beneficiaries are
present at the session site at one given point in time.
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HUMAN RIGHTS ARE EVERYONE’S BUSINESS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

The ongoing protests by farmers against the three hastily promulgated agriculture laws have
drawn international attention, with the denial of democratic rights to them by the government’s
construction of military-grade barriers and shutting down of the Internet at protest sites getting
strong statements of support from numerous international celebrities. The official response of
the Ministry of External Affairs was disproportionate to the provocation, but it was not merely the
reaction of a thin-skinned government. The argument put forth by the government pushed a
more fundamental premise: it warned the concerned global voices that these matters —
democracy and human rights, left unstated — were India’s ‘internal affair’.

The recent arrest of the 22-year-old environmental activist, Disha Ravi, for amplifying the farmer
protests internationally, unmasked the government’s designs to criminalise those who speak for
human rights. This attitude was also visible in the Home Ministry’s directions to social media
companies to block accounts of those expressing a point of view contrary to that of the
government. A democracy which does not ensure and secure universal rights for all is a
democracy only in name.

Being respected, not having their dignity violated and having a sense of security is what
everyone, anywhere should get, whether it is Syrians on an Italian shore, the Rohingya in
Myanmar, Hindus in Pakistan or stateless refugees on a border in Mexico. No government has
immunity because it violates human rights in its jurisdiction. Prime Minister Narendra Modi could
not have been more misplaced as he was, when he spoke of ‘Foreign Destructive Ideology’ in
Parliament to refer to global concerns for rights of protesting farmers. The belief that what India
or what any other nation does to its people is an ‘internal matter’, is as misdirected a defence as
the one a wife-beating husband deploys with his neighbours — that it is not their business.

India played a signature role in drawing the world together to oppose the apartheid government
of South Africa, and it took till 1962 to override the sovereignty shield used by the government to
continue oppressing the Black population. India stayed firm from the 1950s till a resolution was
adopted and a United Nations Special Committee Against Apartheid was set up by the United
Nations. India’s work, in consistently creating awareness and resistance against the
demonisation of Nelson Mandela via the Rivonia trial in 1963, checked the Apartheid regime
from awarding him the death sentence.

The principle document signed in the last century, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
laid down the terms for the post-war world, it enshrined the rights and the freedoms of all people,
living everywhere. It was not something that was forced down India’s throat by its colonial rulers.
India was a member of the first Human Rights Commission, which was to draft the ‘international
bill of rights’. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was drafted from January 1947 till
December 10, 1948, when it was eventually adopted by the General Assembly.

Along with the Charter of the United Nations that was signed earlier in San Francisco in 1945,
Indian freedom fighters did their best to influence it and make its brief wider and more effective.
Mahatma Gandhi issued a press statement in April 1945 which was directed at participants of
the San Francisco conference and he extensively quoted from the All India Congress Committee
resolution of August 8, 1942: “While the AICC must primarily be concerned with the
independence and defence of India in this hour of danger, the Committee is of opinion that the
future peace, security and ordered progress of the world demand a world federation of free
nations, and on no other basis can the problems of the modern world be solved.” A line is
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particularly evocative – “...Thus the demand for Indian independence is in no way selfish. Its
nationalism spells internationalism.”

At the time of the conference, Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit who went on to become the first woman
President of the UN General Assembly, was on a year-long lecture tour of the U.S., and she had
a deep impact on African-Americans battling entrenched racism at the time. Pandit powerfully
advocated Mahatma Gandhi and Nehru’s ideas and emphasised their universality and the
indivisible nature of rights that all human beings must enjoy.

She sent a note to the conference, urging them to be bolder than they were to be eventually.
Scholars agree that Pandit’s alliances with Eleanor Roosevelt, Black activists and others forged
at the time, subsequently helped push for a more comprehensive adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. The work of Indians like Hansa Mehta, Minoo Masani and
Lakshmi Menon conveyed the message as being the same as that of the freedom movement —
of freedom from oppression for all human beings (https://bit.ly/3qLAGiA).

The makers of the Indian Constitution did not invoke paranoia about respecting Indian tradition,
customs or hiding perverse practices. Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan famously said while
commending the Objectives Resolution, or the basic road map of the Constitution, to the
Assembly, that the endeavour was “a fundamental alteration in the structure of Indian society,…
to abolish every vestige of despotism, every heirloom of inorganic tradition.”

The triad of ‘Liberty, Equality and Fraternity’ engraved in the Preamble, drew significantly from
the slogan which had proved influential following the French Revolution. It flowed from the
realisation, in Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s words, that given the vice-like grip of the “graded inequality”
of the caste system, all three elements, together, were absolutely essential if Indians were to
realise their full potential. To quote B.R. Ambedkar who on the eve of the adoption of the
Preamble explained how Liberty, Equality and Fraternity were connected and locked into each
other firmly: “Without equality, liberty would produce the supremacy of the few over the many.
Equality without liberty would kill individual initiative. Without fraternity, liberty would produce the
supremacy of the few over the many. Without fraternity, liberty and equality could not become a
natural course of things. It would require a constable to enforce them.”

To cite Atmanirbhar as a counter to international concerns about freedoms, equality and the
right to dissent amounts to hiding behind the flimsy excuse of sovereignty to escape the bitter
truth of the slithering slope of democratic rights India appears to be going down. The case the
Indian government is making is all the more specious as its own immediate concern expressed,
officially by its External Affairs Minister when visiting Sri Lanka, on the Sri Lankan government
needing to do more to safeguard Tamil lives belies this principle. The starkest case where India
made human rights of citizens of other countries its business was in 2019 when the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, offered a home for certain persecuted citizens of three foreign countries.

When it comes to universal human rights and international attention, the premier example is of
the liberation of Bangladesh which India led and shepherded by invoking these principles. That
India chose to and continues to host the Dalai Lama, who attracts visible support from high-
profile global celebrities, is a testament to New Delhi’s commitment to human rights. That the
public concern from international celebrities is tantamount to foreign ‘intervention’ carries no
weight, as this is not about the Central Intelligence Agency or Vladimir Putin’s Russia meddling
in Indian electoral processes. In fact, the Bharatiya Janata Party has been cavalier about
amending the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, or FCRA, rules permitting itself, a political
party, to whitewash foreign funds with retrospective effect, in 2016.

The Prime Minister and his government have actively courted foreign approval. Two dozen
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foreign envoys were taken on a guided tour of Kashmir last week because getting a favourable
opinion from foreigners matters to the government. At the height of tensions and the shutdown
there, before Indian Members of Parliament were allowed, a delegation of far-right European
Parliament members was bussed around deserted streets. The Prime Minister has personally
appeared with celebrities in foreign lands during his numerous trips, seeking their approval. The
craving for approval is natural for any publicity-seeking politician, but a democracy cannot be
reduced to only demanding praise from the rest of the world and raising the bogey of ‘internal
matters’ when international voices express solidarity with dissenters and raise serious concerns.

Global concerns about democratic rights in India cannot be dealt with by arresting messengers,
bullying ‘amplifiers’ or shutting down social media accounts. India does not have an image
problem; it has a reality problem. Changing the reality and adhering to best democratic practices
inside is the only durable solution if the Modi government wants its image ‘fixed’.

Seema Chishti is a journalist based in
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-24

NATIONAL URBAN DIGITAL MISSION (NUDM) &
SEVERAL DIGITAL INITIATIVES LAUNCHED FOR
TRANSFORMING URBAN GOVERNANCE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Shri Hardeep S Puri, MoS, I/C, Housing and Urban Affairshas stated that National Urban Digital
Mission will create the ideal space to harness immense synergies from the domain of urban and
technology towards creating a citizen-centric governance that reflects Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s vision of ‘minimum government and maximum governance’. Speaking at the
launch of National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM) and other initiatives here today, he said that
Ministry has to work with and support all ULBs, from the largest to the smallest, to deliver on the
promise of serving all citizens andthis is what sabkasaath - sabkavikas - sabkavishwas means
for urban India today: enhancing the capacity of every city and town to serve citizens, build
partnerships, and solve local problems locally.

             Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, Union Minister for Electronics and IT, who graced the event
with virtual presence, said that the cities will become smarter only if digital technology is properly
leveraged. He added that an important message of this launch is that convergence is integral to
good governance through a digital mode. He added that this convergence will not be among
beneficiaries of the scheme but those departments who are responsible for convergence. He
further said that the goal of Digital India can be achieved through technology which is
homegrown, developmental, low cost and inclusive.

The National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM) has been launched by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs along with the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, here today. The
event was attended by Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, MoHUA & Shri A.P.Sawhney,
Secretary, MeitY and other officers of the Central and State Governments were also present at
the launch.  Several other digital initiativesof MoHUA vis. India Urban Data Exchange (IUDX),
SmartCode, Smart Cities 2.0 website, and Geospatial Management Information System (GMIS)
were also launched.  These initiatives are among the ongoing efforts of both Ministries to realise
the Prime Minister’s vision of Digital India and AtmaNirbhar Bharat, by making cities more self-
reliant and enabled to meet the needs of and provide services to their citizens.

.

National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM)

            The National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM) will create a shared digital infrastructure for
urban India, working across the three pillars of people, process, and platform to provide holistic
support to cities and towns. It will institutionalise a citizen-centric and ecosystem-driven
approach to urban governance and service delivery in 2022 cities by 2022, and across all cities
and towns in India by 2024.

 

India Urban Data Exchange (IUDX)

            The India Urban Data Exchange has been developed in partnership between the Smart
Cities Mission and the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru. IUDX serves as a seamless
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interface for data providers and data users, including ULBs, to share, request, and access
datasets related to cities, urban governance, and urban service delivery. IUDX is an open-
source software platform which facilitates the secure, authenticated, and managed exchange of
data amongst various data platforms, 3rd party authenticated and authorised applications, and
other sources. As the number of cities on IUDX expands, this will scale up to uniform and
seamless sharing between data producers and data consumers across urban India.  IUDX is
designed to address the problem of data silos, both within and across cities. Cities generate
large volumes of data, which are recorded by a wide range of entities, both within government
and across industry, academia, and civil society. The combination of these datasets can enable
rapid innovation, as well as a better understanding of and planning for urban needs and
challenges.  IUDX creates a secure and reliable channel for data producers or owners to share
their data, with complete control over what is shared and with whom, in order to enable sharing
while addressing security and privacy protections by design.

SmartCode Platform:

            SmartCode is a platform that enables all ecosystem stakeholders to contribute to a
repository of open-source code for various solutions and applications for urban governance. It is
designed to address the challenges that ULBs face in the development and deployment of digital
applications to address urban challenges, by enabling cities to take advantage of existing codes
and customising them to suit local needs, rather than having to develop new solutions from
scratch. As a repository of open-source software, the source code available on the platform will
be free to use without any licensing or subscription fees, thus limiting costs to those involved
with customising the code and developing a locally-relevant solution.

 

New Smart Cities Website ver. 2.0 and GMIS

In order to better connect with people on the Smart Cities Missions efforts and achievements,
and to make it easier for ULBs and citizens to access resources related to their work, the Smart
Cities Mission website has been redesigned to serve as a single stop for all Smart Cities
initiatives. The Geospatial Management Information System (GMIS) is integrated with this
website.   The website creates a single window hub for Smart Cities Mission. A portal that works
as a gateway to all the platforms and initiatives launched under the Mission.   The website,
through a seamless and a unified interface, aggregates all mission related information/initiatives
from the various platforms and show automated mission updates catering to the needs of a
public user.  The website has been developed to be used as a highly effective communication
and outreach tool.          

            Since its launch in 2015, the Smart Cities Mission has made significant strides in its
efforts to ensure that the benefits of technology reach all citizens. Over the last year, the Mission
has seen accelerated project implementation with Smart Cities focusing on grounding and
completion of projects. Of the total committed investments of 2,05,018 crore as per approved
Smart Cities Plans, as on 21.02.2021, Smart Cities under the Mission have tendered 5,445
projects worth 1,72,425 crore (84% of total), issued work orders to 4,687 projects worth 1,38,068
crore (67% of total) and completed 2,255 projects worth 36,652 crore (18% of total).

            Further, 50+ smart cities have transformed their ICCCs into COVID-19 war rooms to
enable collaboration with various government departments dealing with COVID response. 
Integrated dashboards were developed in a number of smart cities to enable effective decision-
making, monitoring of COVID hotspots and medical infrastructure, tracking movement of goods
and services,  and managing lockdown.
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            Other initiatives have reached beyond the 100 Smart Cities. Outcome and performance
assessment frameworks to measure quality of life and city performance were rolled out in 114
Cities via the Ease of Living Index and Municipal Performance Index.  Over 31 lakh citizens
were engaged through the Citizen Perception Survey.

            The Urban Learning and Internship Program (TULIP) aims to match opportunities in
ULBs with learning needs of fresh graduates. Over 280 ULBs have posted over 14,240
internships; so far, 932 students are undergoing internships, and 195 students have completed
their internships.

            To further make cities sustainable and resilient, The ClimateSmart Cities Assessment
Framework (CSCAF) was rolled out in 100 Smart Cities to help cities look at urban planning and
governance from a climate change lens, with a second round of annual assessment currently
underway.  A Climate Centre for Cities (C3) has been established in NIUA. A number of national
challenges like India Cycles4Change Challenge, Streets for People Challenge, Nurturing
Neighbourhoods challenge have been implemented as well.

***

RJ/NG

Shri Hardeep S Puri, MoS, I/C, Housing and Urban Affairshas stated that National Urban Digital
Mission will create the ideal space to harness immense synergies from the domain of urban and
technology towards creating a citizen-centric governance that reflects Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s vision of ‘minimum government and maximum governance’. Speaking at the
launch of National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM) and other initiatives here today, he said that
Ministry has to work with and support all ULBs, from the largest to the smallest, to deliver on the
promise of serving all citizens andthis is what sabkasaath - sabkavikas - sabkavishwas means
for urban India today: enhancing the capacity of every city and town to serve citizens, build
partnerships, and solve local problems locally.

             Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, Union Minister for Electronics and IT, who graced the event
with virtual presence, said that the cities will become smarter only if digital technology is properly
leveraged. He added that an important message of this launch is that convergence is integral to
good governance through a digital mode. He added that this convergence will not be among
beneficiaries of the scheme but those departments who are responsible for convergence. He
further said that the goal of Digital India can be achieved through technology which is
homegrown, developmental, low cost and inclusive.

The National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM) has been launched by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs along with the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, here today. The
event was attended by Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, MoHUA & Shri A.P.Sawhney,
Secretary, MeitY and other officers of the Central and State Governments were also present at
the launch.  Several other digital initiativesof MoHUA vis. India Urban Data Exchange (IUDX),
SmartCode, Smart Cities 2.0 website, and Geospatial Management Information System (GMIS)
were also launched.  These initiatives are among the ongoing efforts of both Ministries to realise
the Prime Minister’s vision of Digital India and AtmaNirbhar Bharat, by making cities more self-
reliant and enabled to meet the needs of and provide services to their citizens.

.

National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM)
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            The National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM) will create a shared digital infrastructure for
urban India, working across the three pillars of people, process, and platform to provide holistic
support to cities and towns. It will institutionalise a citizen-centric and ecosystem-driven
approach to urban governance and service delivery in 2022 cities by 2022, and across all cities
and towns in India by 2024.

 

India Urban Data Exchange (IUDX)

            The India Urban Data Exchange has been developed in partnership between the Smart
Cities Mission and the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru. IUDX serves as a seamless
interface for data providers and data users, including ULBs, to share, request, and access
datasets related to cities, urban governance, and urban service delivery. IUDX is an open-
source software platform which facilitates the secure, authenticated, and managed exchange of
data amongst various data platforms, 3rd party authenticated and authorised applications, and
other sources. As the number of cities on IUDX expands, this will scale up to uniform and
seamless sharing between data producers and data consumers across urban India.  IUDX is
designed to address the problem of data silos, both within and across cities. Cities generate
large volumes of data, which are recorded by a wide range of entities, both within government
and across industry, academia, and civil society. The combination of these datasets can enable
rapid innovation, as well as a better understanding of and planning for urban needs and
challenges.  IUDX creates a secure and reliable channel for data producers or owners to share
their data, with complete control over what is shared and with whom, in order to enable sharing
while addressing security and privacy protections by design.

SmartCode Platform:

            SmartCode is a platform that enables all ecosystem stakeholders to contribute to a
repository of open-source code for various solutions and applications for urban governance. It is
designed to address the challenges that ULBs face in the development and deployment of digital
applications to address urban challenges, by enabling cities to take advantage of existing codes
and customising them to suit local needs, rather than having to develop new solutions from
scratch. As a repository of open-source software, the source code available on the platform will
be free to use without any licensing or subscription fees, thus limiting costs to those involved
with customising the code and developing a locally-relevant solution.

 

New Smart Cities Website ver. 2.0 and GMIS

In order to better connect with people on the Smart Cities Missions efforts and achievements,
and to make it easier for ULBs and citizens to access resources related to their work, the Smart
Cities Mission website has been redesigned to serve as a single stop for all Smart Cities
initiatives. The Geospatial Management Information System (GMIS) is integrated with this
website.   The website creates a single window hub for Smart Cities Mission. A portal that works
as a gateway to all the platforms and initiatives launched under the Mission.   The website,
through a seamless and a unified interface, aggregates all mission related information/initiatives
from the various platforms and show automated mission updates catering to the needs of a
public user.  The website has been developed to be used as a highly effective communication
and outreach tool.          

            Since its launch in 2015, the Smart Cities Mission has made significant strides in its
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efforts to ensure that the benefits of technology reach all citizens. Over the last year, the Mission
has seen accelerated project implementation with Smart Cities focusing on grounding and
completion of projects. Of the total committed investments of 2,05,018 crore as per approved
Smart Cities Plans, as on 21.02.2021, Smart Cities under the Mission have tendered 5,445
projects worth 1,72,425 crore (84% of total), issued work orders to 4,687 projects worth 1,38,068
crore (67% of total) and completed 2,255 projects worth 36,652 crore (18% of total).

            Further, 50+ smart cities have transformed their ICCCs into COVID-19 war rooms to
enable collaboration with various government departments dealing with COVID response. 
Integrated dashboards were developed in a number of smart cities to enable effective decision-
making, monitoring of COVID hotspots and medical infrastructure, tracking movement of goods
and services,  and managing lockdown.

            Other initiatives have reached beyond the 100 Smart Cities. Outcome and performance
assessment frameworks to measure quality of life and city performance were rolled out in 114
Cities via the Ease of Living Index and Municipal Performance Index.  Over 31 lakh citizens
were engaged through the Citizen Perception Survey.

            The Urban Learning and Internship Program (TULIP) aims to match opportunities in
ULBs with learning needs of fresh graduates. Over 280 ULBs have posted over 14,240
internships; so far, 932 students are undergoing internships, and 195 students have completed
their internships.

            To further make cities sustainable and resilient, The ClimateSmart Cities Assessment
Framework (CSCAF) was rolled out in 100 Smart Cities to help cities look at urban planning and
governance from a climate change lens, with a second round of annual assessment currently
underway.  A Climate Centre for Cities (C3) has been established in NIUA. A number of national
challenges like India Cycles4Change Challenge, Streets for People Challenge, Nurturing
Neighbourhoods challenge have been implemented as well.

***

RJ/NG
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-02-25

UNION MINISTER SHRI NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR
DISTRIBUTES AWARDS TO TOP-PERFORMING STATES
AND DISTRICTS UNDER THE PM-KISAN SCHEME

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Rural Development, Panchayat Raj and
Food Processing Industries, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar awarded the top-performing States and
Districts for their exemplary work with respect to the implementation of the Pradhan
MantriKisanSammanNidhi Scheme today. The Minister distributed the awards during an event in
New Delhi organized to celebrate the 2nd-year completion of the PM-KISAN scheme. The
states/UTs were awarded based on the criteria such as correction of data, addressing farmer
grievances, timely physical verification exercise etc.

Describing the PM-KISAN as a historic scheme, Shri Tomar said as on 24-02-2021, benefits
amounting to Rs. 1,15,638.87 Crore have been transferred to more than 10.75 Crore
beneficiaries since the inception of the Scheme. The future generations will remember the
initiative as a milestone in the agriculture sector, he added.

Praising the hard work of the farmers, the Minister recalled the contribution of the farmers during
COVID times. He said regardless of the adversity, the hard work of farmers has the potential to
get the country out of any crisis.

Shri Tomar thanked Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for his vision for the betterment of
farmers and agriculture sector. He also thanked all the state governments who have taken
necessary steps to implement the schemes in their state.

Speaking about the sufficient budgetary allocation under the scheme he requested the state
governments to run campaigns for the registration of beneficiaries in their states so that not a
single needy farmer remains deprived of the benefits of this scheme.

Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare thanked the state
governments for cooperation in the implementation of the scheme and data collection drive. He
said that it is a historical record that in only 18 days of the scheme launch, more than 1 crore
beneficiaries were added to the scheme. 

Shri Kailash Chaudhary, MoS, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare, Ministers of
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra and Arunachal Pradesh,
Shri Vivek Agrawal, Joint Secretary and CEO PM KISAN along with nodal officers from various
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state governments were present on the occasion.

During the event, the following categories of awards were given:

Awards to States/ UTs

 

Parameter

Category

State

Explanation

Highest % of Aadhar authenticated beneficiaries

Other States

Karnataka

97% Aadhar authenticated data. More than 90% beneficiaries in Karnataka are being paid
benefits via Aadhar based payment mode.

Good Performance in Physical verification and Grievance Redressal

Maharashtra

Physical Verification Completed – 99%

Grievance Redressal – 60%

Fastest Take off

Uttar Pradesh

Nearly 1.53 crore farmers were registered during the period of Dec’18 to Mar’19

Highest % of Aadhar authenticated beneficiaries

NE States & Hilly Terrain

Arunachal Pradesh

Aadhar Authentication is 98%

Good Performance in Physical verification and Grievance Redressal

Himachal Pradesh

Himachal Pradesh
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Physical Verification Completed – 75 %

Grievance Redressal – 56%

 

Awards to Districts

 

Parameter

Category

District

Aadhar Authenticated and Farmers Paid (Weighted Average)

Other States

North East/Hilly Areas

Grievance Redressal

Other States

North East/Hilly Areas

Physical Verification

Other States

North East/Hilly Areas

 

About  the Scheme:

The Pradhan MantriKisanSammanNidhi (PM-KISAN) Scheme was launched on 24th February,
2019 with a view to providing income support to all landholding Small and Marginal farmers’
(SMF) families across the country, to enable them to take care of expenses related to agriculture
and allied activities as well as domestic needs.  The Scheme, effective from 1.12.2018, aims to
provide a payment of Rs. 6000 per year for the farmers’ families with cultivable land holding up
to 2 hectares, subject to certain exclusions.  The financial benefit of Rs.6000 is being released
by the Central Government in three 4-monthly instalments of Rs. 2000/- over the year directly
into the bank accounts of the eligible farmers under Direct Benefit Transfer mode.

The cut-off date for the identification of beneficiaries with regard to their eligibility is 01-02-2019.
The entire responsibility of identification of beneficiaries rests with the State/UT Governments.
An exclusive web-portal www.pmkisan.gov.in has been launched for the Scheme. The financial
benefits are released to the beneficiaries on the basis of the data of farmers prepared and
uploaded by them on the PM-KISAN web-portal. Beneficiaries are entitled to their benefit from
the 4-monthly period in which their name is uploaded by the State Nodal Officer (SNO) in the
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PM-KISAN Portal.

The PM-KISAN Scheme is being implemented with continuous improvements/changes in the
shape, modalities and mechanism of the Scheme with the progress of its implementation and its
performance over time. Due to the overwhelming response from the farming community, the
mandate of the Scheme was further extended to cover all farmers irrespective of the size of their
landholding and subject to the prevailing exclusion criteria.  The revised Scheme is effective
from 01-04-2019.

*****

 

APS/MG/RM/JK

Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Rural Development, Panchayat Raj and
Food Processing Industries, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar awarded the top-performing States and
Districts for their exemplary work with respect to the implementation of the Pradhan
MantriKisanSammanNidhi Scheme today. The Minister distributed the awards during an event in
New Delhi organized to celebrate the 2nd-year completion of the PM-KISAN scheme. The
states/UTs were awarded based on the criteria such as correction of data, addressing farmer
grievances, timely physical verification exercise etc.

Describing the PM-KISAN as a historic scheme, Shri Tomar said as on 24-02-2021, benefits
amounting to Rs. 1,15,638.87 Crore have been transferred to more than 10.75 Crore
beneficiaries since the inception of the Scheme. The future generations will remember the
initiative as a milestone in the agriculture sector, he added.

Praising the hard work of the farmers, the Minister recalled the contribution of the farmers during
COVID times. He said regardless of the adversity, the hard work of farmers has the potential to
get the country out of any crisis.

Shri Tomar thanked Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for his vision for the betterment of
farmers and agriculture sector. He also thanked all the state governments who have taken
necessary steps to implement the schemes in their state.

Speaking about the sufficient budgetary allocation under the scheme he requested the state
governments to run campaigns for the registration of beneficiaries in their states so that not a
single needy farmer remains deprived of the benefits of this scheme.

Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare thanked the state
governments for cooperation in the implementation of the scheme and data collection drive. He
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said that it is a historical record that in only 18 days of the scheme launch, more than 1 crore
beneficiaries were added to the scheme. 

Shri Kailash Chaudhary, MoS, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare, Ministers of
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra and Arunachal Pradesh,
Shri Vivek Agrawal, Joint Secretary and CEO PM KISAN along with nodal officers from various
state governments were present on the occasion.

During the event, the following categories of awards were given:

Awards to States/ UTs

 

Parameter

Category

State

Explanation

Highest % of Aadhar authenticated beneficiaries

Other States

Karnataka

97% Aadhar authenticated data. More than 90% beneficiaries in Karnataka are being paid
benefits via Aadhar based payment mode.

Good Performance in Physical verification and Grievance Redressal

Maharashtra

Physical Verification Completed – 99%

Grievance Redressal – 60%

Fastest Take off

Uttar Pradesh

Nearly 1.53 crore farmers were registered during the period of Dec’18 to Mar’19

Highest % of Aadhar authenticated beneficiaries

NE States & Hilly Terrain

Arunachal Pradesh

Aadhar Authentication is 98%
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Good Performance in Physical verification and Grievance Redressal

Himachal Pradesh

Himachal Pradesh

Physical Verification Completed – 75 %

Grievance Redressal – 56%

 

Awards to Districts

 

Parameter

Category

District

Aadhar Authenticated and Farmers Paid (Weighted Average)

Other States

North East/Hilly Areas

Grievance Redressal

Other States

North East/Hilly Areas

Physical Verification

Other States

North East/Hilly Areas

 

About  the Scheme:

The Pradhan MantriKisanSammanNidhi (PM-KISAN) Scheme was launched on 24th February,
2019 with a view to providing income support to all landholding Small and Marginal farmers’
(SMF) families across the country, to enable them to take care of expenses related to agriculture
and allied activities as well as domestic needs.  The Scheme, effective from 1.12.2018, aims to
provide a payment of Rs. 6000 per year for the farmers’ families with cultivable land holding up
to 2 hectares, subject to certain exclusions.  The financial benefit of Rs.6000 is being released
by the Central Government in three 4-monthly instalments of Rs. 2000/- over the year directly
into the bank accounts of the eligible farmers under Direct Benefit Transfer mode.
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The cut-off date for the identification of beneficiaries with regard to their eligibility is 01-02-2019.
The entire responsibility of identification of beneficiaries rests with the State/UT Governments.
An exclusive web-portal www.pmkisan.gov.in has been launched for the Scheme. The financial
benefits are released to the beneficiaries on the basis of the data of farmers prepared and
uploaded by them on the PM-KISAN web-portal. Beneficiaries are entitled to their benefit from
the 4-monthly period in which their name is uploaded by the State Nodal Officer (SNO) in the
PM-KISAN Portal.

The PM-KISAN Scheme is being implemented with continuous improvements/changes in the
shape, modalities and mechanism of the Scheme with the progress of its implementation and its
performance over time. Due to the overwhelming response from the farming community, the
mandate of the Scheme was further extended to cover all farmers irrespective of the size of their
landholding and subject to the prevailing exclusion criteria.  The revised Scheme is effective
from 01-04-2019.

*****

 

APS/MG/RM/JK
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-26

FACEBOOK ADDS FEATURES TO CURB CHILD
EXPLOITATION CONTENT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The updates have come at a time when Facebook is facing criticism for its inability to curb
harmful content on its platform.   | Photo Credit: AFP

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

Facebook has added new features to curb child harassment and exploitation on its platform by
focusing on content that victimises children. Child abuse content include posts on child nudity,
sexual exploitation, inappropriate interactions with children and non-sexual child abuse.

The social network’s app will now display a pop-up when a user searches for terms associated
with child exploitation. The pop-up will offer ways to get help from offender diversion
organisations and share information about consequences of viewing illegal content.

The app will also send a safety alert that will inform users who share child exploitative content
about the harm it can cause and warn them about Facebook’s policies.

Also Read | Facebook says its new features can help debunk common climate myths

In its revised child safety policy, Facebook has clarified it will remove accounts, pages, groups
and Instagram accounts that share images of children with inappropriate captions. “Under this
new policy, while the images alone may not break our rules, the accompanying text can help us
better determine whether the content is sexualising children,” Facebook stated.

The social network has also added an option for users to report any content that violates child
safety policy by clicking “involves a child” under the “Nudity & Sexual Activity” category.

Between July and September last year, Facebook made improvements to its technology,
allowing it to detect 12.4 million pieces of content exploiting and endangering children in that
quarter. The number dropped to 5.4 million in the subsequent quarter.

Also Read | Making Facebook safer for teens

However, Facebook also noted that it may have missed some children-specific content since its
media-matching technology in mid-November contained a glitch, which it is attempting to fix
soon.

The updates come at a time when Facebook is facing criticism for its inability to curb harmful
content on its platform.
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Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

From breaking news to in-depth reportage and analysis, the micro-blogging site has emerged
as a one-stop destination to consume news. 

The app, Josh, is one of several home-grown short-video platforms that have sprung up since
India blocked the wildly popular TikTok in June amidst a border crisis with China.

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.
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Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days free trial Sign Up

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.
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